
REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
 
Species:  Black-tailed prairie dog (Cynomys ludovicianus) 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

B The black-tailed prairie dog occurs in all states of Region 2. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

C The species occurs in the Great Plains from extreme southern Saskatchewan to 
northern Mexico. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

B Dispersal behavior is largely unstudied, however, the species will evidently readily 
disperse to grassland areas within 10 kilometers of its native colony. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

B Actual numbers of individual prairie dogs is unknown.  However, nearly 700,000 acres 
of prairie dog colonies are believed to occur in Region 2. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• Sidle et al. (in press) 
• USFWS 2000 

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

A The species is a candidate for listing as threatened under the Endangered Species 
Act.  Because of the effects of plague and poisoning on the prairie dog, it is believed 
that the species warrants listing.  A downward trend in prairie dog colonies is 
suspected in most parts of Region 2. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

B There are extensive areas of grassland suitable for prairie dogs in Region 2.  
Grassland habitat does not appear to be a limiting factor. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• USFWS 2000 
 



 
Species:  Black-tailed prairie dog (Cynomys ludovicianus) 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

B The black-tailed prairie dog is attracted to disturbed grassland habitat, able to exist in 
patches of grasslands next to cropland.   Although grasslands remain subject to 
conversion, there are enough acres of grassland on private, public, and tribal lands to 
meet any recovery needs. 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

C  
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  
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National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)1 to occur:   
 
Colorado NF/NG 
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Nebraska NF/NG  
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South Dakota 
NF/NG 

K
no
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Wyoming NF/NG 

K
no
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Arapaho-Roosevelt NF K  Cimmaron NG K  Samuel R.McKelvie NF   Black Hills NF K  Shoshone NF   
White River NF      Halsey NF K  Buffalo Gap NG K  Bighorn NF   
Routt NF      Nebraska NF   Ft. Pierre NG K  Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

     Ogalala NG K     Medicine Bow NF   

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG K  
Rio Grande NF               
Pike-San Isabel NF K              
Comanche NG  K              
 

                                                 
1 Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or 
greater of appearing on NFS lands. 
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