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Maziar Movassaghi
Acting Director
Linda S. Adams 8800 Cal Center Drive Arnold Schwarzenegger

_ Secretary for Sacramento, California 95826-3200 Govermor
Environmental Protection

April 13, 2010

Mr. Peter Jones

Region 6 On-Scene Coordinator

United States Department of Agriculture
645 Washington Street

Ashland, Oregon 97520

RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR STATE APPLICABLE OR RELEVANT AND
APPROPRIATE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ABANDONED BLUE LEDGE MINE
SITE, ROGUE RIVER-SISKIYOU NATIONAL FOREST, CALIFORNIA

Dear Mr. Jones:

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) has reviewed your April 6, 2010
e-mail request for identification of State statutes and regulations which may be potential
Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements (ARARs) under the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA),
42 USC 9601 et seq., at the abandoned Blue Ledge Mine site (site). Included with this
request was a draft ARAR table and a March 29, 2010 letter from the California
Regional Water Quality Control Board, North Coast Region (RWQCB) to

Mr. Scott Conroy, Forest Supervisor.

As the RWQCB has already provided you the requirements under California Code of
Regulations, Title 27 for managing Group B mining wastes, this letter and attachment
augments that information which has already been provided to the Forest Services. As
most of the State standards for Group B mining wastes management are captured
under Title 27, Porter Cologne Water Quality Control Act, and/or the Basin Plan, the
Forest Services is responsible for incorporating all location, chemical and action specific
ARARs received from the RWQCB into the ARAR table for the Engineering Evaluation
and Cost Analysis (EE/CA).

Based on our review of the documents provided and the draft EE/CA, the response
actions will consider the removal, transport, and consolidation of an estimated 45,000 to
50,000 tons of sulfide rich waste rock from four distinct waste rock areas into a newly
designed repository which will be located less than one mile from the site. From this list
of response actions, the following DTSC ARARs may apply:
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1. California Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.5, Section
25100 et seq.; Statutes governing hazardous waste control,
management and control of hazardous waste facilities, transportation,
laboratories, classification of extremely hazardous, hazardous and
non-hazardous waste.

2. California Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.8, Section
25300 et seq.; California "Superfund" Law, Hazardous Substances
Account Act/Hazardous Substances Cleanup Bond Act.

3. California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4.5, Chapter 30,

Article 11, et seq.; Criteria to determine if a material is hazardous.
Regulations include soluble threshold limit concentration and total
threshold limit concentration analytical procedures.

4. California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4.5, Section 66261,
et seq.; Generator requirements, hauler registration, hazardous waste
facility permits, enforcement and inspections.

5. California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4.5, Section 66268, et
seq.; Land disposal restrictions establishing specific treatment standards
of hazardous waste prior to disposal to land.

6. California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4.5, Chapter 39,
Section 67391.1, et seq.; Identifies requirements for land use covenants.

California is authorized to implement its promulgated hazardous waste statutes and
regulations. Item 1 above refers to hazardous waste statutes. The California Health and
Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.5, Section 25143.1 provides statutes for certain
hazardous waste exemptions of wastes generated from the extraction, beneficiation,
and processing of ores and minerals as a result of excavating or recovering an ore or
mineral. As your transmittals indicate the materials include waste rock, the Forest
Services should define to what extent the waste rock materials may be
considered a hazardous waste for any off-site transport or disposal options. The
Forest Service may need to obtain a temporary or permanent Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Identification Number from U. S. EPA for the generation and handling of
a Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) hazardous waste or DTSC for a
non-RCRA waste. For U. S. EPA, contact (415) 495-8895 to request a number. For
non-RCRA waste, instruction for obtaining a number is at the web address

http://www .dtsc.ca.gov/PublicationsForms/OAD _FS DutyOfficer EPA ID_10-02.pdf .

While DTSC understands response activities will be conducted under federal oversight,
Chapter 6.8 (item 2) may be applicable for response actions where hazardous
substances remain.
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Item 3 identifies the California criteria for determining if a waste may be considered a
hazardous waste and ltem 4 identifies certain generator requirements. If the Forest
Services determines the waste at the site exempt from hazardous waste considerations,
Item 3 and 4 may become applicable for any off-site storage, treatment or disposal
response options. Item 5 would be applicable for any disposal of hazardous waste.

ltem 6 identifies the location for land use covenant regulations which includes provisions
for Federal property. Sampling to confirm the absence of hazardous substances would
be a necessary step to determine whether use restrictions will be necessary.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Steven Ross at (916) 255-3694.

Sir)c;ecgl ,
!,,,,\A(/ L (/Y” B
L .
Richard Hume, P.E.
Supervising Hazardous Substances Engineer |
National Priority List Unit

Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program
Attachment

cC: Mr. Richard Hiett
USEPA REGION 9
75 Hawthorne Street
Mail Code: SFD-7-3
San Francisco, California 94105

Mr. David F. Leland, P.E.

Supervising Water Resource Control Engineer
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
5550 Skylane Blvd, Suite A

Santa Rosa, California 95403-1072

Mr. Steven Ross

Hazardous Substances Engineer

National Priority List Unit

Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program
Department of Toxic Substances Control

8800 Cal Center Drive

Sacramento, California 95826
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