Scoping Notice
Big Piney RD, Ozark-St Francis National Forest

The Big Piney Ranger District, Ozark-St. Francis National Forest is proposing actions on
an approximately 38,000 acre project called Bearcat Hollow Phase I1. The project is
located in the Richland Creek drainage in southeast Newton, northeast Pope, and
southwest Searcy counties and is approximately one mile west of Witts Springs.

The specific proposed activities include:

Construction/designation of 41 miles of horse trails, 4 miles of multi-use trails, parking
area expansion to a 10 car area at Falling Water Falls, construction of Wildlife Openings
on approximately 1,159 acres and management of 74 acres of existing openings, non-
Native Invasive Species (NNIS) control on 500 acres annually, construction
[/reconstruction of 20 wildlife ponds, 270 acres of cane restoration, placement of large
woody debris in streams, 2,694 acres of existing woodland management, 60 acres pine
seed tree regeneration harvest, 680 acres of shelterwood harvest, 7,342 acres of thinning
in hardwoods, 1,547 acres of thinning in pine, 80 acres of thinning in cedar, 49 acres of
herbicide site preparation and planting of failed pine regeneration, 911 acres seedling
release, 13,792 acres of prescribed burning, 1.2 miles of new road construction, 5 miles
of road reconstruction, 80 miles of road maintenance, 6 miles of road decommissioning,
and 20 miles of road closures.

Maps may be viewed at the District Offices located in Hector and Jasper, AR. Or by
going to the Ozark-St Francis National Forest website and looking under Land and
Resource Management, Planning, Project Documents, Big Piney Ranger District, Hector,
Bearcat Hollow Project Phase I1.

This notice provides an opportunity for the public to provide early and meaningful
participation on a proposed action prior to a decision being made. | would appreciate
your site/project specific comments concerning this proposal postmarked or received
within 30 days beginning the day after publication of this notice in Russellville’s The
Courier. Mail your comment(s) to Bruce Davenport, Big Piney Ranger District, 12000
SR 27, Hector, AR 72843. Verbal or hand-delivered written comments must be received
during our normal business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Mon-Fri. Comments may be
mailed electronically to our office, in a common digital format, at: comments-southern-
ozark-stfrancis-bayou@fs.fed.us. By responding, you will ensure that you will receive
further notices during the environmental assessment process.

Additional information may be obtained by contacting Mike Mulford at the District
Ranger’s office in Jasper, AR (phone: 870-446-5122 x5136, email: mmulford @fs.fed.us).


mailto:comments-southern-ozark-stfrancis-bayou@fs.fed.us
mailto:comments-southern-ozark-stfrancis-bayou@fs.fed.us
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