
ORDER NO. R2-10-02

ORDER OF THE REGIONAL FORESTER
CLOSING AN AREA TO ENTRY, TO WIT:

Emergency Closure

All Caves and Abandoned Mines on National Forest System Lands
in the Rocky Mountain Region

Pursuant to 16 V.S.C. § 551 and 36 C.F.R. 261.50(a), the following acts and omissions are prohibited on
all National Forest System lands, administered by the Rocky Mountain Region in the states of Colorado,
Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota and Wyoming.

1. Entering any cave or abandoned mine, regardless of distance or depth, except those areas listed in
Exhibit A. 36 C.F.R. § 261.53 (a), (b) and (d).

2. Going into any cave or abandoned mine on National Forest System lands listed in Exhibit A or
pursuant to the exemptions listed below, without decontamination prior to entry to, and departure
from, said cave or abandoned mine consistent with those guidelines hereby attached and
incorporated into this Order as Exhibit B.

For purposes of this Order "abandoned mines" are defined as those inactive mine openings and adits that
are not situated on an unpatented claim under the 1872 Mining Law, and which are situated on National
Forest System lands.

These restrictions are necessary to protect bat species from White-nose Syndrome. They are in addition to
the general prohibitions set forth in 36 CFR Part 261. This emergency closure will be effective for one
year, from July 26,2011 through July 25,2012, unless terminated earlier by the Regional Forester.

Pursuant to 36 C.F.R. § 261.50 (e), the following persons are exempt from this order while still subject to
the procedures under Exhibit B:

1. Persons entering those caves listed in Exhibit A, which is attached and hereby incorporated into
this Order.

2. Any Federal, State or local law enforcement officer, or member of an organized rescue or
firefighting force working in the performance of an official duty.

3. Persons operating under the 1872 Mining Law are exempt from Prohibition 1.

4. Forest Service employees, contractors of the Forest Service, and persons with a written
authorization from a Forest Service Officer specifically authorizing cave entry to conduct
research, inventory, or monitoring as needed to understand and manage White-nose Syndrome
and to contribute to the nomination of cave resources as significant under the Federal Cave
Resource Protection Act (16 U.S.c. 4301 - 4309 and 36 C.F.R.290), provided said activities are
consistent with Exhibit B.

Violation of these prohibitions set forth above is punishable by a fine of not more than $5,000 for an
individual and $10,000 for an organization, or imprisonment for not more than six (6) months, 01: both.
(16 U.S.C. § 551, 18 U.S.C. §§ 3559 and 3571).

Dated this 26th day of July 2011, at Golden, Colorado.
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