
 
R2 Individual Species Recommendations 

 
TAXON Scientific Name Common Name 
AM  Ochotona princeps  American pika 
 
FWS FS BLM 
   
 
Grank CO S Rank WY S Rank SD S Rank NE S Rank KS S Rank 
G5 S5 S4    
 
 CO Status WY Status SD Status NE Status KS Status 
      
 
IUCN PIF – Area Importance PIF – Population Trend  
Least 
Concern 

   

 
FS Species Evaluation Preparer Non-NFS Species Evaluation Preparer 
Nancy Warren, RO  
 
Sensitive Species Recommendation                (Please check 1 box below) 
 
 R2 Sensitive Species (SS) √ 

 
Not R2 SS, but should be considered for other Emphasis 
Species Lists 

 
 Not R2 SS and Not of Concern Now  

 
Insufficient Information Available to Make a 
Recommendation 

 
Recommendation Rationale 
 
Occurs at high elevations on all National Forests in CO and WY, typically in a patchy, disjunct 
distribution. Five subspecies are recognized within Region 2; see separate evaluation and 
recommendation for O. p. obscura in the Big Horn Mountains, of WY. 
There is good evidence for a metapopulation structure, due to patchy habitat distribution, low 
vagility and high philopatry of the American pika, which increases the risk of local extirpations. 
The species is broadly distributed in Region 2 and extends across substantial environmental 
gradients.  Population trends are not known, however human-caused impacts on pikas and their 
habitats may be magnified by environmental stressors associated with climate change. At this 
time, there is no evidence of downward trends across Region 2 that would indicate that sensitive 
species status is warranted. However, this species is sensitive to the effects of climate change 
and should be afforded other emphasis as local conditions dictate. 
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