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	United States

Department of

Agriculture
	Forest

Service
	Gallatin National Forest
	Yellowstone Ranger District

Big Timber Office
P.O. Box 1130

Big Timber, MT 59011-1130



	File Code:
	1950

	Date:
	July 29, 2011


Dear Interested Party,
The Decision Notice, Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), and Response to Public Comments for the East Boulder Fuels Reduction Project are enclosed.  Upon review of the Revised EA, Project File, public comments and Forest Service responses for the project, I have concluded that project related activities do not constitute a major federal action that would significantly affect the quality of the human environment.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement is not needed and a Revised Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) was prepared in accordance with Forest Service Handbook (FSH) 1909.15.  

The attached Decision Notice and FONSI summarizes the direct, indirect, and cumulative effects and my rationale for my selection of Alternative 2 (Corridor Units Only), which incorporates a maximum of 650 acres of fuel reduction treatments within the East Boulder WUI that were analyzed in the EA.  The project is located in the Absaroka Mountain Range in the southern portion of the Yellowstone Ranger District, approximately 20 miles southwest of Big Timber, Montana in T3S, R13E, Sections 29, 32, & 33 and T4S, Sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 & 11.  Treatment units consist of the portions of the East Boulder River corridor that are in the closest proximity to the East Boulder Road, East Boulder Mine and facilities, and private residences and structures and were selected to provide for public and firefighter safety.  The analysis for the project was prepared to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Council of Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations, and the Gallatin National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (1987).

The EA for the project analyzed in detail the selected alternative (Alternative 2), the no action alternative (Alternative 1), and Alternative 3 (Corridor & Lewis Gulch ).  Three other alternatives were also considered but not in detailed analysis.  
Additional copies of the Decision Notice and FONSI are available on the Internet at http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin on the Land & Resources Management tab, Projects page.  To request a hard copy, contact Barbara Ping by phone at (406) 522-2558, or by letter to Attn: Barbara Ping, East Zone Planning, Bozeman Ranger District, 3710 Fallon St. Suite C, Bozeman, MT  59718.  

This decision is subject to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 215 (June 2003).  A written appeal, including attachments, must be submitted to the appropriate Appeal Deciding Officer (36 CFR 215.8) within 45 days following the publication date of the legal notice of this decision in the Bozeman Daily Chronicle, Bozeman, Montana.  It is the responsibility of the appellant to ensure their appeal is received in a timely manner.  The publication date of the legal notice of the availability of Decision Notice in the newspaper of record is the exclusive means for calculating the time to file an appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 215.15.  Appellants should not rely on date or timeframe information provided by any other source.

Paper appeals must be submitted to:   

USDA Forest Service, Northern Region

ATTN: Appeal Deciding Officer

P.O. Box 7669

200 East Broadway

Missoula, MT  59807

Office hours:  7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Electronic appeals must be submitted to:  appeals-northern-regional-office@fs.fed.us.
In electronic appeals, the subject line must contain the name of the project being appealed. An automated response will confirm your electronic appeal has been received.  Electronic appeals must be submitted in MS Word, Word Perfect, or Rich Text Format (RTF).  If the sender does not receive an automated acknowledgement of the receipt of comments, it is the sender’s responsibility to ensure timely receipt by other means.

Written appeals must be postmarked by the U.S. Postal Service, e-mailed, or otherwise submitted by 11:59 p.m. on the last day of the appeal period.  Hand delivered appeals must be time and date imprinted at the Responsible Official’s office by the close of business on the last day of the comment period.  It is the appellant's responsibility to provide sufficient project or activity-specific evidence and rationale, focusing on the decision, to show why my decision should be reversed.  The appeal must be filed with the Appeal Deciding Officer in writing.  At a minimum, the appeal must meet the content requirements of 36 CFR 215.14.

Individuals and organizations that submitted substantive written or oral comments during the 30-day comment period (36 CFR 215.6) for the Environmental Assessment may file an appeal.  Comments received from an authorized representative(s) of an organization are considered those of the organization only; individual members of that organization do not meet appeal eligibility requirements solely on the basis of membership in an organization; the member(s) must submit comments as an individual.

Pursuant to 36 CFR 215.9, if no appeal is received, implementation of this project may begin on, but not before, five business days from the close of the appeal filing period.  If an appeal is received, implementation may not occur for 15 days following the date of the appeal disposition.

Additional information is available from Project Leader, Barbara Ping at the Bozeman Ranger District (406-522-2558) or Lauren Oswald, Acting District Ranger at Yellowstone Ranger District (406-932-5155 or 406-222-1892). 

Sincerely,

	
	

	/s/ Lauren M Oswald
	 

	LAUREN M OSWALD
	 

	Acting District Ranger
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