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Forest Service Would Like Your Help in 
Spotting and Preventing Damage 

 
Colville, WA -The Colville National Forest would like your help in spotting damage from vehicles 
and off-highway vehicles driving off of designated routes which creates ruts or damage on public 
land.  With this year’s wet spring, Forest Officials are seeing more damage than usual at stream 
crossings, meadows and dispersed camping sites, as well as along roads and pullouts.  Forest 
Officials would also like your help in preventing damage by staying off of soft roads and especially, 
by staying on roads designated on the Forest Motor Vehicle Use Maps, which are free at any 
Colville National Forest Office.  If you see someone “mudding” on public land, Officials ask you 
report the incident to your local National Forest Office. 

  

Much of the damage Forest Officials are seeing are from visitors who choose to ignore the soft 
conditions of roads, or who intentionally go “mudding” in sensitive meadows and creek crossings.  
This sort of damage is costly both in tax payer dollars and in environmental consequences. Soils in 
meadows and near creeks are loose and prone to erosion.  Mudding or simply driving on these 
sensitive areas can quickly tear up the low vegetation, expose the soil and cause severe rutting.  
Rainwater runoff can then deepen these wheel tracks into gullies and fill nearby creeks with 
sediment impacting fish populations, reducing forage for wildlife and decreasing the watershed’s 
ability to deliver clean drinking water to our communities. 

 

Due to the resulting erosion from rutting and the negative impacts to watersheds, the Colville 
National Forest was successful in receiving Title II funding from Colville Resource Advisory 
Committee.  Through this funding, the Colville National Forest has a Damage Response Team 
who will respond to reports of damage on the National Forest.  While this crew will be out looking 
for damage, they would like to know about any trouble spots as soon as they happen.  This is 
where Forest visitors come in.  If you see any damage on the Colville National Forest, please 
contact Karen Honeycutt at the Three Rivers Ranger Station at 509-738-7738 or by email at 
khoneycutt@fs.fed.us . 
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