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Forest Service

A 23-mile  segment of the Au Sable River 
was designated as a National Scenic River 
on October 4, 1984. By receiving this 
designation, this free-flowing section 
from below Mio Pond to the upper end of 
Alcona Pond received national recognition 
of its outstanding and remarkable scenic, 
recreational, biological and historical values 
and a national commitment to its protection 
“for the benefit and enjoyment of present 
and future generations.”

•	 No disorderly conduct.
•	 No nudity.
•	 No illegal drugs.
•	 No littering.
•	 No underage drinking.
•	 No harassing wildlife.
•	 No trespassing on private property.
•	 No fireworks. 

Zero Tolerance

USDA Statement of           
Non-discrimination

Contact Information

Supervisor’s Office
Phone: (231) 775 - 2421  

TTY: (231) 775 - 3183

Toll Free: 1-800-821-6263
Website: www.fs.usda.gov/hmnf/

DNR Website: www.michigan.gov/dnr

Mio Ranger Station
107 McKinley Road, Mio, MI  48647

Phone: (989) 826 - 3252
TTY: (989) 826-3592

Violations of  the Marine Safety 
Act will be prosecuted. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
prohibits discrimination in all its programs 
and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, political 
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of 
an individuals’ income is derived from 
any public assistance program.  (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs).  

Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication 
of program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Ave., S.W., Washington D.C. 20250-9410, or 
call (800) 795 - 3272 (voice) or (202) 720-
6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

Fees, Camping and Fishing
Recreation fees may be required at day-use 
sites or for overnight camping.  Please check 
the bulletin board located at the site you 
intend to use. Fees may be deposited on-site 
or recreation passes may be purchased at 
Forest Service offices. 

Recreation fees collected by the Forest 
Service are used to maintain recreational 
sites on the National Forests.

Respect the River
You can help protect the scenic qualities of 
the river by practicing river etiquette.

Plan ahead and prepare. Review a map 
and plan your route. Use designated rest 
stops and campsites to help prevent soil 
erosion on banks. Respect private property.

4001 Canoe Landing

Camping in the Au Sable River corridor is 
only permitted at designated campgrounds 
or campsites. Campsite occupancy may not 
exceed 10 people. 

The National Scenic section of the Au 
Sable River (Mio to 4001 Bridge) contains 
canoe-in/walk-in rustic campsites (no 
fee) and two campgrounds (fee required). 
No reservations are required; sites are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis.

Fishing. The Au Sable River is a prime 
cold-water fishery. Consult the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources Fishing 
Guide for complete information.

Dispose of waste properly. State law 
prohibits glass bottles or Styrofoam on the 
river. For all other trash: Pack out what 
you pack in. Be responsible for “leaving no 
trace” of your visit on the Au Sable.

Respect wildlife. Observe wildlife from a 
distance. Do not harass or harm wildlife.

Be considerate of other visitors. Let 
nature’s sounds prevail – keep other noise 
to a minimum. Be courteous to others. As a 
courtesy to fishermen, please refrain from 
floating the river between 6 p.m. and 9 a.m.

Stay Safe on the River
Each watercraft occupant must have a 
Personal Flotation Device (PFD). Children 
12 and under must wear a PFD at all times.

Be aware of your surroundings and of river 
conditions:

•	Watch for floating and submerged 
obstacles.

•	Avoid standing in/diving from 
watercraft.

•	High water levels can be unsafe for 
river travel.

•	Be ready for sudden weather changes.

Fasten all valuables and equipment to your 
watercraft to prevent loss and littering.

Bring drinking water with you or obtain 
water from pumps. Drinking untreated 
water from the river is unsafe.

Site	Miles	Total 	Hours	Total
		Miles		Hours
Mio/M-33 to 			
Loud’s Rest  	2		1	
Loud’s Rest to
 Comins Flats	5.5	7.5	1.5	2.5
Comins Flats
 to Davis Rest 	4	11.5	1.25	3.75
Davis Rest to 
 McKinley 	3.5	15	1	4.75
McKinley to 
 4001 Bridge	8	23	2.5	7.25

Float Times
Currents range from 2 mph in straight 
stretches to 4-8 mph. Seasons affect float 
time; times listed are summer estimates.
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"The Forest Service uses the m
ost current and com

plete data available.  They m
ay be: developed from

 sources of differing accuracy, accurate only at certain scales,
based on m

odeling or interpretation, incom
plete w

hile being created or revised, etc.  U
sing G

IS
 products for purposes other than those for w

hich they w
ere created

m
ay yield inaccurate or m

isleading results.  The Forest Service reserves the right to correct, update, m
odify, or replace G

IS products w
ithout notification.

The Forest S
ervice w

ill not be liable for any activity involving this inform
ation. Providers of other data should be consulted regarding the accuracy and scale of their data."
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I  49601.  (231)775-2421
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