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REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
 
Species: Festuca hallii / Hall Fescue, Rough Fescue  
 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

BD 
 

Hall Fescue occurs in the Absaroka, Beartooth, Bighorn, and Medicine Bow mountains 
on the Bighorn, Shoshone, and Medicine Bow national forests in Johnson, Park, and 
Albany counties, Wyoming. In Colorado it is known to occur on the Arapaho-Roosevelt 
National Forest, therefore, additional information is needed to determine its status in 
Region 2. 
 
In Wyoming, Hall Fescue is found in montane meadows, on slopes, and at the edges 
of open coniferous woods and meadows at 6800-11000 feet. It is usually on soils 
derived from calcareous parent material. Evert (1991) also reports this species on 
volcanic soils. It can occur in edges between open meadows and Pinus contorta - 
Picea engelmannii forests or in tundra. Known associates are Potentilla fruticosa, 
Artemisia tridentata, Danthonia intermedia, Lupinus wyethii, Geum triflorum, 
Zigadenus elegans, and Penstemon spp. The habitat is in interrupted across the 
landscape.  
 
Confidence in Rank Low 

• Dorn 2001 
• Evert 1991 
• Fertig 1994, 1997, 1999, 

2000a, 2000b, 2002 
• Fertig et al. 1994 
• Girard 1992 
• Jones 1992 
• Jones and Fertig 1999 
• Mills and Fertig 1996a, 1996b 
• Mills and Neighbours 1995 
• O’Kane 1988 
• Spackman et al. 1997 
• Tweit and Houston 1980 
• Welp et al. 2000 

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

BD 
 

This species is known from Northern Alberta to Ontario, south to North Dakota and 
Colorado. In Wyoming it is also known from lands managed by the state and the BLM 
in Park County. It does not seem to be common anywhere in its range. 
 
Confidence in Rank Low 

• Cronquist et al. 1977 
• Fertig 2000b 
• Harms 1985 
• Hitchcock et al. 1969 
• Pavlick and Looman 1984 

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

D Dispersal vectors are unknown. 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• - 

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

BD Hall Fescue is known from 10 confirmed records in Wyoming and one vague, historical 
record. Five populations have been discovered or relocated since 1994 (most recently 
in 1999). Surveyed occurrences contain 500-1000 plants. However, census data are 
lacking for most populations. It is ranked as “S2” in Wyoming and it is not ranked in 
Colorado. 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank Low 

• Fertig 1995, 1997, 1998, 1999, 
2000b 

• Girard 1992 
• Jones 1992 
• Jones and Fertig 1999 
• Mills and Fertig 1996a 
• Mills and Neighbours 1995 
• WYNDD 2002 
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Species: Festuca hallii / Hall Fescue, Rough Fescue  
 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

BD Observations in 1995 suggest that Hall Fescue is not a preferred forage species for 
livestock.  Under conditions of heavy range use it could decrease. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank Low 

• Fertig 1995, 2000b 
• Mills and Fertig 1996 
• Tweit and Houston 1980 

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

D Unknown. 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• - 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

BD Hall Fescue may be threatened by grazing, competition from exotics, and habitat 
disturbance. It is found on the Bighorn, Shoshone, and Medicine Bow national forests 
on lands managed as wilderness and for multiple use. It also occurs on lands 
managed for multiple use by the state of Wyoming and the BLM Cody Field Office. An 
historical record may be from Bighorn National Forest. 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• Fertig 2000b 
•  WYNDD 2001 

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

D Hall Fescue is a tufted perennial grass. Flowering and fruiting occur from May through 
July. 
 
Additional information on the species, including life history stages, population 
structure, longevity, mortality, and seed biology, are not available. 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• Cronquist et al. 1977 
• Hitchcock et al. 1969 
• Fertig 2000b 

Initial Evaluator(s):   
Joy Handley and Scott Laursen 

Date:  March 4, 2002 

 
 
 
 
 
National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)1 to occur:   
 

                                                 
1 Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of 
appearing on NFS lands. 
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Colorado NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Kansas NF/NG  

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Nebraska NF/NG  

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

South Dakota 
NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Wyoming NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Arapaho-Roosevelt NF X  Cimmaron NG   Samuel R.McKelvie NF   Black Hills NF   Shoshone NF X  
White River NF      Halsey NF   Buffalo Gap NG   Bighorn NF X  
Routt NF      Nebraska NF   Ft. Pierre NG   Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

     Ogalala NG      Medicine Bow NF X  

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG   
Rio Grande NF               
Pike-San Isabel NF               
Comanche NG                
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