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APPENDIX F  – ACRONYMS AND GLOSSARY 
This Appendix lists and defines many of the acronyms and terms that are used throughout the 
SNF Travel Management Plan.  

ACHP  Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 

AML  Abandoned Mine Lands 

AMS  Aquatic Management 
Strategy 

APCD  Air Pollution Control District 

APE  Area of Potential Effect 

AQRV  Air Quality Related Values 

ArcGIS  Geographic Information 
System software 

ATV  All-terrain vehicle 

ATVMT ATV and Motorcycle Trail 

AUM  Animal Unit Months 

AV HLO 
Roads Open to All Vehilces 
with Highway Licensed 
Operators 

AV Roads Open to All Vehicles 

BA  Biological Assessment 

BAER  Burned Area Emergency 
Response 

BE  Biological Evaluation 

BIA  Bureau of Indian Affairs 

BL  Bass Lake Ranger District 

BLM  Bureau of Land 
Management 

BMI  Benthic Macroinvertebrates 

BMP  Best Management 
Practices 

CalIPC  California Invasive Plant 
Council 

CAA  Federal Clean Air Act 

CAR  Critical Aquatic Refuge 

CARB  California Air Resource 
Board 

CCAA  California Clean Air Act 

CCC  Civilian Conservation Corps 

CDFG  California Department of 
Fish and Game 

CESA  Cumulative Effects Analysis 
Area 

CEQ  Council on Environmental 
Quality 

CFR  Code of Federal 
Regulations 

CHP  California Highway Patrol 

CIRA  Citizen-inventoried 
Roadless Area 

CMP  Comprehensive 
Management Plan 

CNDDB  California Natural Diversity 
Database 

CRA  Concentrated Recreation 
Area 

CRIA  Civil Rights Impact Analysis 

CRLF  California Red Legged Frog 

CTQ  Community Tolerance 
Quotient 

CVC  California Vehicle Code 

CWC  California Wilderness 
Coalition 

CWE  Cumulative Watershed 
Effects 

CWHR  California Wildlife Habitat 
Relationship 

CVRWQC
B  

Central Valley Regional 
Water Quality Control 
Board  

DNK  Dinkey-Kings Analysis Unit 

DO  Dissolved Oxygen 

EA  Environmental Assessment 

EHR  Erosion Hazard Rating 
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EIS  Environmental Impact 
Statement 

EKP  East of Kaiser Pass 
Analysis Unit 

EO  Executive Order 

EPA  Environmental Protection 
Agency 

ERA  Equivalent Roaded Acres 

ESA  Endangered Species Act 

FACA  Federal Advisory 
Committee Act 

FAR  Functional at Risk 

FEIS  Final Environmental Impact 
Statement 

FERC  Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

FRTA  Forest Roads and Trails Act 

FS  Forest Service 

FSH  Forest Service Handbook 

FSM  Forest Service Manual 

FSS  Forest Service Sensitive 
(species) 

GAG  Gaggs Analysis Unit 

GBUAPC
D  

Great Basin Unified Air 
Pollution Control District 

GIS  Geographic Information 
Systems 

GLO  Globe Analysis Unit 

HAP  Hazardous Air Pollution 

HCVT High Clearance Vehicle 
Trail 

HCVHL High Clearance Vehicle 
Highway-legal 

HFC  Hydrologic Function Class 

HRCA  Home Range Core Areas 

HS  High Sierra Ranger District 

HUC  Hydrologic Unit Code 

HV Roads Open to Highway 
Vehilces Only 

IMPLAN  Impact Analysis for 
Planning 

INFRA  Infrastructure Database 

IRA  Inventoried Roadless Areas 

JCH  Jose-Chawanakee Analysis 
Unit 

KREW  Kings River Experimental 
Watershed 

KRP  Kings River Project 

LCT  Lahontan Cutthroat Trout 

LOP  Limited Operating Period 

LRMP  Land and Resource 
Management Plan 

MAA  Management Agency 
Agreement 

MAPS  
Monitoring Avian 
Productivity and 
Survivorship 

MAM  Mammoth Analysis Unit 

MBO  Methylbutenol 

MBTA  Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

MCL  Maximum Containment 
Load 

MEHR  Maximum Erosion Hazard 
Rating 

MIS  Management Indicator 
Species 

ML  Maintenance Level 

MMU  Motorized Mixed Use 

MOI  Memorandum of Intent 

MRDS  Mineral Resource Data 
System 

MT Trails Open to Motorcycles 
Only 

MTM  Motorized Travel 
Management 

MUTCD  Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices 

MVUM  Motor Vehicle Use Map 

MYLF  Mountain yellow-legged 
frog 
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NAAQs  National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards 

NEPA  National Environmental 
Policy Act 

NFMA  National Forest 
Management Act 

NFS  National Forest System 

NFTS  National Forest 
Transportation System 

NHPA  National Historic 
Preservation Act 

NOA  Naturally Occurring 
Asbestos 

NOI  Notice of Intent 

NOx  Nitrogen Oxide 

NRCS  Natural Resource 
Conservation Service 

NRHP  National Register of Historic 
Places 

NRIS  Natural Resource 
Information System 

NTU  Nephelometric Turbidity 
Unit 

NVUM  National Visitor Use 
Monitoring Survey 

OHV  Off-Highway Vehicle 

ORTCA  Off-Road Travel Concern 
Areas 

ORV  Off-Road Vehicle 

OSV  Over-the-Snow Vehicle 

PA  Programmatic Agreement 

PAC  Protected Activity Center 

PCE  Primary Constituent 
Element 

PDC  Project Design Criteria 

PFC  Proper Functioning 
Condition 

PFFA  Present or Foreseeable 
Future Actions 

PM  Particulate Matter 

RACR  Roadless Area 
Conservation Rule 

RARE  Roadless Area Review and 
Evaluation 

RCA  Riparian Conservation 
Areas 

RCO  Riparian Conservation 
Objectives 

RD  Ranger District 

RMO  Road Management 
Objective 

RMP  Resource Management 
Plan 

RNA  Research Natural Areas 

ROD  Record of Decision 

ROS  Recreation Opportunity 
Spectrum 

RWQCB  Regional Water Quality 
Control Board 

SCE  Southern California Edison 

SCI  Stream Condition Inventory 

SFM  South Fork Analysis Unit 

SHPO  State Historic Preservation 
Officer 

SAP  State Attainment Plan 

SJUAPC
D  

San Joaquin Unified Air 
Pollution Control District 

SJVAB  San Joaquin Valley Air 
Basin 

SMS  Scenery Management 
System 

SNEP  Sierra Nevada Ecosystem 
Project 

SNF  Sierra National Forest 

SNFPA  Sierra Nevada Forest Plan 
Amendment 

SNFTS  Sierra National Forest 
Transportation System  

SPNM  Semi-Primitive Non-
Motorized 

SRI  Soil Resource Inventory 
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SSB  Stump Spring – Big Creek 
Analysis Unit 

SSFCA  Southern Sierra Fisher 
Conservation Area 

SUV  Sport Utility Vehicle 

SWQCB  State Water Quality Control 
Board 

TAD  Tamarack-Dinkey Analysis 
Unit 

TCP  Traditional Cultural 
Properties 

TE  Threatened, Endangered 

TEPS  Threatened, Endangered, 
Proposed, Sensitive 

TES  Threatened, Endangered, 
Sensitive 

TMDL  Total Maximum Daily Loads 

TMECA  
Travel Management 
Economic Contribution 
Application 

TMO  Trail Management 
Objective 

TOC  Threshold of Concern 

USDA  United States Department 
of Agriculture 

USFS  United States Forest 
Service 

USFWS  United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service 

USGS  United Sates Geological 
Survey 

VOC  Volatile Organic 
Compounds 

VMS  Visual Management 
System 

VQO  Visual Quality Objective 

WES  West Fall Analysis Unit 

WIFL  Willow Flycatcher 

WINI  Watershed Improvement 
Needs Inventory 

WPT  Western Pond Turtle 

WQLS  Water Quality Limited 
Segment 

WQMA  Water Quality Management 
Agency 

WUI  Wildland Urban Interface 

ZOI  Zone Of Influence 

 

 

36 CFR 212 - 2005 Travel Management Rule which replaced CFR 295  

36 CFR 261 - Establishes prohibitions necessary to manage and control use on National Forest 
Development Trails.  

36 CFR 293 - Prohibits motorized use in Wilderness and Primitive Areas. 

Adaptive Management - A type of natural resource management that implies making decisions 
as part of an on-going process. Monitoring the results of actions will provide a flow of 
information that may indicate the need to change a course of action. Scientific findings and the 
needs of society may also indicate the need to adapt resource management to new information. 

Adopt-a-Trail - Trail maintenance program where individuals or group volunteer to adopt and 
maintain specific routes.  

All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) - A type of off-highway vehicle that travels on three or more low 
pressure tires; has handle bar steering; is less than or equal to 50 inches in width; and has a seat 
designed to be straddled by the operator.  

All Vehicles (AV) - All vehicle types are allowed to use the road or trail (36 CFR 212). 
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All Vehicles with Highway Licensed Operators (AV HLO) – A special case of an NFTS 
highway-legal vehicle only road maintained for passenger cars (ML-3-5) that also allows (where 
determined to be safe) non-highway legal vehicle use under CVC 38026.  

Anadromous Fish - Species of fish that mature in the sea and migrate into streams to spawn. 
Salmon is an example. 

Annual Maintenance - Work performed to maintain serviceability or repair failures during the 
year in which they occur. Includes preventive and/or cyclic maintenance performed in the year in 
which it is scheduled to occur. Unscheduled or catastrophic failures of components or assets may 
need to be repaired as a part of annual maintenance (Financial Health - Common Definitions for 
Maintenance and Construction Terms, July 22, 1998). 

ATV and Motorcycle Trail (ATVMT) - A trail designed for use by ATVs and motorcycles 

Aquatic - Growing or living in or frequenting water; taking place in or on water. 

Aquatic Ecosystem - A stream channel, lake or estuary bed, the water itself, and the biotic 
(living) communities that occur therein. 

ARC/GIS - The name of a Geographic Information System software program. 

Area - A discrete, specifically delineated space that is smaller, and in most cases much smaller, 
than a Ranger District (36CFR212.1). 

Area of Potential Effects (APE) - This is the geographic area or areas within which an 
undertaking may directly or indirectly cause alterations in the character or use of historic 
properties, if any such properties exist. The area of potential effects is influenced by the scale and 
nature of an undertaking and may be different for different kinds of effects caused by the 
undertaking. 

Aspect - The direction a slope faces. For example, a hillside facing east has an eastern aspect. 

Biota - The plant and animal life of a particular region. 

Blue Oak Woodlands - An ecosystem predominantly dominated by blue oak, with valley oak 
and interior live oak (tree form) components. 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) - A practice, or combination of practices, that is 
determined to be the most effective practicable means of preventing or reducing pollution 
generated by nonpoint sources. (Nonpoint sources are sources of water pollution that originate at 
multiple, indefinable sources, such as result from vegetation management or recreational 
activities, rather than from a single specific source location, such as a sewage discharge pipe.) 

Mixed Use Road – portion of an NFTS Road maintained for highway-legal vehicles that allows 
(where determined to be safe) non-highway legal vehicles for a specified distance. Operators and 
vehicles are limited by California Vehicle Code. 

Canopy - The part of any stand of trees represented by the tree crowns. It usually refers to the 
uppermost layer of foliage, but it can be used to describe lower layers in a multi-storied forest. 

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (CVRWQCB) - This Regional Board, 
operating under the SWQCB, is responsible for the SNF area. The primary duty of the Regional 
Board is to "protect the quality of waters within the Region for all beneficial uses, by formulating 
and adopting water quality plans for specific water basins and by prescribing and enforcing 
requirements on all agricultural, domestic and industrial waste discharges". For more information 
about the CVRWQCB, go to http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/.  

Chief - The Chief, Forest Service, Department of Agriculture (36 CFR 212). 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/�
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Code of Federal Regulations – A codification of the general and permanent rules published in 
the Federal Register by the executive departments and agencies of the Federal Government. 

Combined Use Road – portion of an NFTS Road maintained for highway-legal vehicles that 
allows (where determined to be safe) non-highway legal vehicle use under CVC 38026. 

Connectivity (of Habitats) - The linkage of similar but separated vegetation stands by patches, 
corridors, or “stepping stones” of like vegetation. This term can also refer to the degree to which 
similar habitats are linked. 

Coverage - A digital map or layer of data in the ARC/INFO software program. 

Cross-country Travel: Motor vehicle travel off designated NFTS roads, motorized trails, and 
areas. 

Critical Aquatic Refuge (CAR) - A relatively small watershed, ranging in size from about 3,000 
to 85,000 acres that has localized populations of rare and/or at-risk populations of native fish 
and/or amphibians. 

Critical Habitat - Areas designated for the survival and recovery of federally listed threatened or 
endangered species. 

Cumulative Watershed Effects (CWE) - Cumulative impacts are the accumulation of individual 
direct and indirect impacts over time and space. A cumulative watershed effect is a cumulative 
effect that influences or is influenced by the flow of water through a watershed. They can result 
from multiple disturbances over time, or from the downstream accumulation of the effects of 
simultaneous disturbances. Examples of potential CWEs include: 1) excess sediment production 
that may reduce fish habitat and other beneficial uses; 2) compacted or disturbed soils that may 
cause site productivity loss and increased soil erosion; and 3) increased water yields and peak 
flows that may destabilize stream channel equilibrium. 

Deferred Maintenance - Maintenance that was not performed when it should have been or when 
it was scheduled and which, therefore, was put off or delayed for a future period. When allowed 
to accumulate without limits or consideration of useful life, deferred maintenance leads to 
deterioration of performance, increased costs to repair, and decrease in asset value. Deferred 
maintenance needs may be categorized as critical or non-critical at any point in time. Continued 
deferral of non-critical maintenance will normally result in an increase in critical deferred 
maintenance. Code compliance (e.g. life safety, ADA, OSHA, environmental, etc.), LRMP, Best 
Management Practices, Biological Evaluations other regulatory or Executive Order compliance 
requirements, or applicable standards not met on schedule are considered deferred maintenance 
(Financial Health - Common Definitions for Maintenance and Construction Terms, July 22, 
1998). 

Degradation – 1) Reduction in quality; 2) The process whereby the water quality and chemical, 
physical or biological integrity of a water body is decreased. 3) Habitat quality can be changed by 
certain management activities. If the quality is reduced then habitat degradation has occurred. 

Dispersed Recreation- Dispersed recreation includes any natural resource-based recreation 
activity performed without the benefit of facilities designed for that activity. The list is substantial 
and includes camping and trail activities when done without the benefit of a designated facility 
such as a campground or trail. It also includes hunting, fishing, nature observation (including 
wildlife viewing), aesthetic appreciation, and nature photography. 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) - A working document that is released to 
governmental agencies and the general public for review and comment. 
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Designated Road, Trail or Area - A National Forest System road, a National Forest System 
trail, or an area on National Forest System lands that is designated for motor vehicle use pursuant 
to 36CFR § 212.51 on a motor vehicle use map. 

Dissolved oxygen (DO) - Dissolved oxygen expresses the amount of gaseous oxygen (O2) in 
water. Oxygen gets into water by diffusion from the surrounding air, by aeration (such as 
turbulence from water flowing over and around rocks), and as a waste product of photosynthesis. 
Dissolved oxygen (DO) is an important water quality parameter because aquatic organisms need 
oxygen. DO is related to water temperature; generally, cooler water has higher DO. 

Ecology - The interrelationships of living things to one another and to their environment, or the 
study of these interrelationships. 

Ecosystem - An arrangement of living and non-living things and the forces that move them. 
Living things include plants and animals. Non-living parts of ecosystems may be rocks and 
minerals. Weather and wildfire are two of the forces that act within ecosystems. 

Endangered Species - Those plant or animal species that are in danger of extinction throughout 
all or a significant portion of their range. Endangered species are identified by the Secretary of 
the Interior in accordance with the Endangered Species Act of 1973. 

Endemic - An organism that evolved in and is restricted to a particular locality. The Little Kern 
golden trout found only in the Sierra Nevada region is an example. 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) – A detailed written statement as required by section 
102(2) (C) of NEPA (CFR 1508.11). 

Ephemeral Stream - Streams that flow only as the direct result of rainfall or snowmelt. They 
have no permanent flow. 

Equivalent Roaded Acres (ERA) - The unit used to express disturbance for the Cumulative 
Watershed Effects analysis. Each disturbance type (fires, timber harvest using tractor, etc) is 
assigned a coefficient for each soil type to express it in terms of acres of road. Because roads are 
the disturbance used for the measurement, they have a coefficient of one, so one acre of road is 
one Equivalent Roaded Acre. Other disturbances that are less intensive than roads have lower 
coefficients and must cover more acres to count as one ERA. For example, a timber stand 
thinning treatment using a tractor on Soil Map Unit 104 has a coefficient of 0.25, so 4 acres of 
this treatment on this soil type is one ERA (4 acres x 0.25 = 1.0 ERA). Other soil types could 
have a lower or a higher coefficient for the same disturbance. The ERAs are calculated for all 
disturbances that occurred in the last 30 years in each HUC8, adjusted for recovery since the time 
of the disturbance, summed, and then normalized by the size of the HUC8 so they are expressed 
in terms of 'percent ERA'. This percent ERA is then compared to the lower and upper Threshold 
of Concern as an indicator for CWEs.  

Facility – road, motorized trail, area, Open Area, parking or staging area 

Fauna - The animal life of an area. 

Flora - The plant life of an area. 

Forest Road or Trail - A road or trail wholly or partly within or adjacent to and serving the 
National Forest System that the Forest Service determines is necessary for the protection, 
administration, and utilization of the National Forest System and the use and development of its 
resources. This may include adjacent State or County roads. 

Forest Transportation Atlas - A display of the system of roads, trails, and airfields of an 
administrative unit (CFR212.1). 
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Forest Transportation Facility - A forest road or trail or an airfield that is displayed in a forest 
transportation atlas, including bridges, culverts, parking lots, marine access facilities, safety 
devices, and other improvements appurtenant to the forest transportation system (CFR212.1). 

Fuels - Plants and woody vegetation, both living and dead, that are capable of burning. 

Fuels Management - The planned manipulation and/or reduction of living and dead forest fuels 
for forest management and other land use objectives. 

Fuels Treatment - The treatment of fuels that left untreated, would otherwise interfere with 
effective fire management or control. For example, prescribed fire can reduce the amount of fuels 
that accumulate on the forest floor. 

General Forest - National Forest System lands that do not carry a specific designation, i.e., 
protected activity center, wilderness area, etc. 

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) - A computer system capable of storing, manipulating, 
analyzing, and displaying geographic information. 

Great Gray Owl PACs - See Protected Activity Centers. 

Green Sticker Vehicle (non-highway legal) - A motor vehicle built since 2003 that is in 
compliance with the 1998 California Air Resources Board off-highway vehicle exhaust pursuant 
to California Vehicle Code Book Division 16.5 prior to 2003 and also registered pursuant to 
California Section 38160. Currently, the registration identification for California comes in the 
form of a green sticker. These driven cycles, sand buggies, dune buggies, all terrain vehicles 
(ATV), or any motor vehicle commonly referred to as a jeep or four wheel drive (4WD). 

Habitat - The area where a plant or animal lives and grows under natural conditions. 

High Clearance Vehicle Trail (HCVT) - A trail designated for use by high clearance vehicles. 

Highway - A highway for the purpose of managing NF transportation systems in California are: 
1) per CVC, roads that are paved or smooth graded 2) per FS Region Five, roads that are 
maintained under the Federal Highway Safety Act and designated as Maintenance Level 3-5. 

Highway-legal Only - Full width roads open to highway-legal vehicles only. 

Highway Licensed Vehicle (highway-legal vehicle) - Any motor vehicle that is licensed or 
certified under California State law for general operations on all public roads within the State. 
Operators of all highway-legal vehicles are subject to State traffic laws, including requirements 
for operator licensing. 

High Clearance Vehicles and Highway-legal (HCVHL) - A road or trail designated for use by 
licensed vehicles (highway and non-highway legal)  

Heritage Program - The comprehensive Forest Service program of responsibilities with regard 
to historic preservation. A pro-active program to manage prehistoric and historic cultural 
resources and cultural traditions for the benefit of the public through preservation, public use, and 
research. 

Historic Properties - Any prehistoric or historic district, site, building, structure, or object, and 
its associated artifacts, remains, features, settings, and records, that is either listed in or 
determined eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places; or any feature that 
contributes to National Register eligibility; or any property, and its features, not yet evaluated to 
determine whether it is eligible for the National Register, but that, for purposes of this 
undertaking, may be assumed by the Forest to be National Register eligible. 
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Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) - The United States is divided and sub-divided into successively 
smaller hydrologic units which are classified into eight levels: regions ( level 1), sub-regions 
(level 2), accounting units (level 3), river basins ( level 4), watersheds (level 5), subwatersheds 
(level 6), drainages (level 7), and subdrainages (level 8). Each hydrologic unit is identified by a 
unique hydrologic unit code (HUC) consisting of 2 digits for each level. For example, a river 
basin is level 4 and the codes for level 4 hydrologic units (HUC4s) have 8 digits. 

Indigenous (Species) - Any species of plant or animals native to a given land or water area by 
natural occurrence. 

Infrastructure (INFRA) Database - Forest Service corporate database that stores data on real 
property and constructed features. 

Interdisciplinary Team - A diverse group of professional resource specialists who analyze the 
effects of Alternatives on natural and other resources. Through interaction, participants bring 
different points of view and a broader range of expertise. 

Intermittent Stream - A stream that flows only at certain times of the year when it receives 
water from streams or from some surface, such as melting snow. 

Inventoried Roadless Area - Areas identified in a set of inventoried roadless area maps, 
contained in Forest Service Roadless Area Conservation, Final Environmental Impact Statement, 
Volume 2, dated November 2000, which are held at the National headquarters office of the Forest 
Service, or any subsequent update or revision of those maps. 36CFR 294.11 

Landscape - A large land area composed of interacting ecosystems that are repeated due to 
factors such as geology, soils, climate, and human impacts. 

Local Road - A Forest Service System road which serves a small area or a specific project, often 
maintained by the project. 

Maintained for Public Use - A Memorandum of Understanding with the Federal Highway 
Administration defines National Forest System roads open to the public as those roads open to 
unrestricted use by the general public in standard passenger cars, including those roads open on a 
seasonal basis or for emergencies. 

Maintenance - The upkeep of the entire forest transportation facility including surface and 
shoulders, parking and side areas, structures, and such traffic-control devices as are necessary for 
its safe and efficient utilization (36 CFR 212.1). 

Management Action - Any activity undertaken as part of the administration of the National 
Forest. 

Meadow - Tracks of moist low lying and usually level grasslands. Generally, the water table is 
just below the surface of the soil and the most abundant vegetation is usually favored by wet but 
not constantly flooded soil. 

Mesic - 1.) Moderately moist climates or environments. 2.) Vegetation: generally refers to 
vegetation found in moist environments. 3.) Soils: refers specifically to soils with mean annual 
temperatures of 8 to 15 degrees centigrade. 

Mixed Use Road – A NFTS high clearance road that allows for use by highway-legal and non-
highway legal vehicles under CVC Division 16.5. 

Mosaic - Areas with a variety of plant communities over a landscape (For example, areas with 
trees and areas without trees occurring over a landscape). 

Motor Vehicle - Any vehicle which is self-propelled, other than: (1) A vehicle operated on rails; 
and (2) Any wheelchair or mobility device, including one that is battery powered, that is designed 
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solely for use by a mobility-impaired person for locomotion, and that is suitable for use in an 
indoor pedestrian area (36CFR212.1). 

Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) - A map reflecting designated roads, trails, and areas on an 
administrative unit or a Ranger District of the National Forest System. 

Motorized Recreation Programmatic Agreement (PA) - Programmatic Agreement among the 
USDA Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Region, USDA Forest Service, Intermountain Region’s 
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, California State Historic Preservation Officer and Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation Regarding the Process for Compliance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act for Designating Motor Vehicle Routes and Managing 
Motorized Recreation on the National Forests in California(2006). This agreement provides 
procedures for complying with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the 
implementing regulations of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Protection of 
Historic Properties (36 CFR 800). 

MT (Motorcycles only trail) - A trail designated for motorcycle use. 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) - Codifies the national policy of encouraging 
harmony between humans and the environment by promoting efforts to prevent or eliminate 
damage to the environment, thereby enriching our understanding of ecological systems and 
natural resources. It declares the federal government to be responsible for: (a) coordinating 
programs and plans regarding environmental protection; (b) using an interdisciplinary approach 
to decision-making; (c) developing methods to ensure that non-quantifiable amenity values are 
included economic analyses; and(d) including in every recommendation, report on proposals for 
legislation, or other major federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the environment a 
detailed environmental impact statement (EIS). 

National Forest System Road - A forest road other than a road which has been authorized by a 
legally documented right-of-way held by a State, county or other local public road authority 
(36CFR212.1). 

National Forest System Trail - A forest trail other than a trail which has been authorized by a 
legally documented right-of-way held by a State, county, or other local public road authority 
(36CFR212.1). 

National Forest Transportation System (NFTS) - The system of National Forest System roads, 
National Forest System trails, and airfields on National Forest System lands (36CFR212.1). 

Natural Resource - A feature of the natural environment that is of value in serving human needs. 

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) - A unit measuring the lack of clarity of water, used by 
the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board to express the water quality objective 
for turbidity. Water containing 1 milligram of finely divided silica per liter has a turbidity of 1 
NTU. 

Noxious Weeds - Aggressive, non-native plant species that have been introduced. They are 
difficult to manage and can be poisonous, toxic, parasitic, or carrier of insects or disease. 
Examples of noxious weeds would be scotch broom, yellow star thistle, and cheatgrass. 

Off-highway vehicle - Any motor vehicle designed for or capable of cross-country travel on or 
immediately over land, water, sand, snow, ice, marsh, swampland, or other natural terrain 
(36CFR212.1). 

Old Forest (Old Growth) - Areas that contain large, old trees relative to the species-specific, 
environmentally-constrained growth capacity of the site. 
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Open to Public Travel - Except during scheduled periods, extreme weather conditions, or 
emergencies, open to the general public for use with a standard passenger auto, without restrictive 
gates or prohibitive signs or regulations, other than for general traffic control or restrictions based 
on size, weight, or class of registration (23 CFR 660.103). 

Over-snow Vehicle - A motor vehicle that is designed for use over snow and that runs on a track 
or tracks and/or a ski or skis, while in use over snow (36CFR212.1). 

Owl and Goshawk PACs - See Protected Activity Centers. 

Particulates - The term “particulate” is used to describe dispersed solid and liquid airborne 
particles that are suspended in the atmosphere for a period of time. Particulate matter less than 10 
microns in diameter (PM10) are those which can enter the human respiratory system. 

Patch - An area of vegetation, similar in structure and composition. 

Perennial Stream - A stream that typically has running water on a year-round basis. 

Polygon - Used in a GIS to represent an area, a polygon is a digital feature class defined by arcs, 
or lines, that make up its boundary. A polygon would be used to represent areas such as lakes and 
land parcels on a map. 

Protected Activity Centers (PACs) - Protected Activity Centers are unmapped land allocations. 
There are specific standard and guidelines which provide direction for designating and managing 
California spotted owls, Northern goshawks and Great gray owls. 

Public Involvement - The use of appropriate procedures to: inform the public, obtain early and 
continuing public participation, and consider the views of interested parties in planning and 
decision-making. 

Public Land - Land for which title and control rests with a government – Federal, state, regional, 
county, or municipal. 

Public Road - Roads under the jurisdiction of and maintained by a public authority that are open 
to public travel (23 U.S.C 101(a)). 

Red Sticker Vehicle (non-highway legal) - Vehicles that are identified by their manufacturer as 
not meeting these standards (1998 California Air Resources Board off-highway vehicle exhaust 
pursuant to California Vehicle Code Book Division 16.5 prior to 2003 and also registered 
pursuant to California Section 38160) are issued "red stickers" which allow limited use depending 
on the riding area. Legal riding seasons for red sticker vehicles on the Sierra National Forest is 
November 1 through May 31.  

Remote Sensing - Acquiring information about a geographic feature without contacting it 
physically. Methods include aerial photography and satellite imaging. 

Resilience - The ability of an ecosystem to maintain diversity, integrity, and ecological processes 
following a disturbance. 

Riparian Area - An area of land directly influenced by the presence of surface or subsurface 
water. Streambanks, lake borders, and marshes are examples of typical riparian areas. 

Riparian Conservation Areas (RCAs) - A land allocation established by the Sierra Nevada 
Forest Plan Amendment in order to: 1) preserve, enhance, and restore habitat for riparian and 
aquatic-dependent species; 2) ensure water quality is maintained or restored; 3) enhance habitat 
for species associated with the transition zone between upslope and riparian areas; and 4) provide 
greater connectivity of riparian habitats within watersheds. RCAs have their own established 
Goals, Desired Conditions, and Standards and Guidelines that are contained in the SNFPA ROD 
(USDA-FS 2004a).  
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Riparian Ecosystem - The ecosystem transitioning between the aquatic ecosystem and the 
adjacent terrestrial ecosystem that supports unique vegetation and animal communities as a result 
of the influence of water. 

Road - A motor vehicle route over 50 inches wide, unless identified and managed as a trail 
(36CFR212.1). 

Road construction or reconstruction - Supervising, inspecting, actual building, and incurrence 
of all costs incidental to the construction or reconstruction of a road (36CFR212.1). 

Road decommissioning - Activities that result in the stabilization and restoration of unneeded 
roads to a more natural state (FSM 7703.2(1)). 

Road improvement - Activities that result in an increase of an existing road’s traffic service 
level, expand its capacity, or change its original design function. 

Road maintenance - The ongoing upkeep of a road necessary to retain or restore the road to the 
approved road management objective. 

Road obliteration - A form of road decommissioning that re-contours and restores natural 
slopes. 

Road realignment - Activities that result in a new location for an existing road or portions of an 
existing road, including treatment of the old roadway. 

Road reconstruction - Activities that result in road realignment or road improvement, as defined 
below: 

ROD (Record of Decision) - An official document in which a deciding official states the 
alternative that will be implemented from a prepared EIS. 

Sensitive Species - Plant or animal species which are susceptible to habitat changes or impacts 
from activities. The official designation is made by the USDA Forest Service at the regional level 
and is not part of the designation of threatened or endangered species made by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

Silviculture - The art and science that promotes the growth of single trees and the forest as a 
biological unit. 

Snag - A standing dead tree. Snags are important as habitat for a variety of wildlife species and 
their prey. 

Soil Map Unit - An area occupied by different kinds of soil, each of which has a unique set of 
interrelated properties characteristic of the material from which it formed, its environment, and its 
history. 

Spatial Analysis – See Spatial Data. 

Spatial Data - A GIS contains spatial data. The spatial data represents geographic features 
associated with real-world locations. 

Species - A class of individuals having common attributes and designated by a common name; a 
category of biological classification ranking immediately below the genus or subgenus; 
comprising related organisms or populations potentially capable of interbreeding. 

Stand - A group of trees that occupies a specific area and is similar in species, age, and condition. 

Standards and Guidelines (S&Gs) - The primary instructions for land managers. Standards 
address mandatory actions, while guidelines are recommended actions necessary to a land 
management decision. 
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State Water Quality Control Board (California) (SWQCB) - State Water Quality Control 
Board (SWQCB) - A California State agency whose mission is "to preserve, enhance and restore 
the quality of California's water resources, and ensure their proper allocation and efficient use for 
the benefit of present and future generations." The SWQCB has designated the Forest Service as 
the agency formally responsible for managing water quality on National Forest Lands. As part of 
this responsibility, the Forest Service is required to perform annual monitoring of the 
implementation and effectiveness of Best Management Practices, and report the results to the 
Board. For more information about the SWQCB, go to http://www.waterboards.ca.gov 

Stewardship - Caring for the land and its resources in order to pass healthy ecosystems on to 
future generations. 

Substantive comments: those comments that are within the scope of the proposed action; are 
specific to the proposed action; have a direct relationship to the proposed action; and, include 
supporting reasons for the Responsible Official to consider (36 CFR 215.2).  

Suitability - The appropriateness of certain resource management to an area of land. Suitability 
can be determined by environmental and economic analysis of management practices. 

Sustainability - The ability of an ecosystem to maintain ecological processes and functions, 
biological diversity, and productivity over time. 

Sustainable - The yield of a natural resource that can be produced continually at a given intensity 
of management is said to be sustainable. 

Temporary road or trail - A road or trail necessary for emergency operations or authorized by 
contract, permit, lease, or other written authorization that is not a forest road or trail and that is 
not included in a forest transportation atlas (36CFR212.1). 

Threatened Species - Those plant or animal species likely to become endangered throughout all 
or a specific portion of their range within the foreseeable future as designated by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service under the Endangered Species Act of 1973. 

Threshold of Concern (TOC) - Threshold of Concern for cumulative watershed effects. There 
are two TOCs established for each HUC8 on the SNF: a lower TOC which is either 4%, 5%, or 
6% ERA, based on the natural sensitivity of the subdrainage; and an upper TOC which is 14% 
ERA for all subdrainages. 

Trail - A route 50 inches or less in width or a route over 50 inches wide that is identified and 
managed as a trail (36CFR212.1). 

Travel Management Atlas - An atlas that consists of a forest transportation atlas and a motor 
vehicle use map or maps (36CFR212.1). 

Traffic Rules - The rules National Forest System roads are operated under to provide traveler 
safety. See Appendix I for a detailed description 

Unauthorized road or trail - A road or trail that is not a forest road or trail or a temporary road 
or trail and that is not included in a forest transportation atlas (36CFR212.1). 

Understory - The trees and woody shrubs growing beneath branches and foliage formed 
collectively by the upper portions of adjacent trees. 

Undertaking - Any project, activity or program under the jurisdiction of the Forest Service, 
including those carried out by or on behalf of the agency, and those requiring a Special Use 
Authorization, Special Use Permit, or Forest Service approval (see 36 CFR 800.16(y)). 
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Ungulate- (meaning roughly "being pawed" or "hoofed animal") several groups of mammals, 
most of which use the tips of their toes, usually hoofed, to sustain their whole body weight while 
moving.  

V* - (Pronounced ‘V-star’) a measurement of the amount of fine sediment deposited in pools. 
Fine sediment deposited in pools has been shown to correlate to sediment supply, and is used as 
an indicator of elevated sediment supply. V* is the ratio of the residual pool volume to the total 
(if there was no fine sediment present) pool volume. The Desired Condition for V* in streams on 
the Sierra is 30% for stream types that naturally have abundant fine sediment, and 20% for stream 
types where abundant fine sediment is not expected to occur naturally. 

Vehicle Length- The distance end-to-end of a vehicle and the trailer it may be towing (FSM 
7716.1). 

Visual Quality - The forest visual resources; terrain, geological features, or vegetation that 
determines the landscape’s scenic attractiveness and the public’s visual expectations. 

Watershed (WS) - The entire region drained by a waterway, lake, or reservoir. More specifically, 
a watershed is an area of land above a given point on a stream that contributes water to the 
streamflows at that point. 

Water Quality (WQ) - The physical, chemical and biological characteristics of water. Water 
quality is usually discussed by reference to compliance with a set of standards. The most common 
standards used to assess water quality relate to drinking water, safety of human contact, and 
health of ecosystems. 

Wilderness - Wilderness areas are Congressionally-mandated areas withdrawn from location and 
entry under the US mining laws. 

Wildland - An area in which development is essentially non-existent, except for roads, railroads, 
powerlines, and similar transportation facilities. 
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