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REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 

 
Species:  Scirpus microcarpus J. & K. Presl. / Panicled bulrush, Small-fruit bulrush / SCMI2 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

C  Scirpus microcarpus is found in all states in Region 2 except Kansas.  Found primarily 
in the Black Hills in South Dakota.  Occurs in all portions of Wyoming except the 
southwestern corner of the state, ranked S3.  S1 in Nebraska, but distribution 
unknown.  No information from Colorado.  No ranking for South Dakota and Colorado.  
If Scirpus microcarpus proves to be rare in Colorado and Wyoming, then the rank 
should be B. 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• PLANTS, NRCS, 2001 
• Dorn, 1992 
• NatureServe, 2001 

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

C Widespread outside of Region 2.  Occurs throughout the western states, much of the 
Midwest, the northeast, and most of Canada. 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• PLANTS, NRCS, 2001 
• NatureServe, 2001 

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

B Seeds lightweight but no specialized structures for long distance dispersal.  Seeds 
must be in appropriate habitats to grow.  Seeds may travel by water to colonize new 
portions of drainage. 
Confidence in Rank High 

• Great Plains Flora, 1986 

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

C Listed as common at middle elevations in the central and northern Black Hills and 
Bearlodge Mountains.  If it occurs in other portions of Region 2 then the rank should 
be C.  If it is rare or sporadic in the rest of the Region, then the appropriate rank would 
be B 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• Larson & Johnson, 1999 

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

D No information. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

•  

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

A Riparian areas are or have been negatively impacted. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• Parrish, 1996 
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Species:  Scirpus microcarpus J. & K. Presl. / Panicled bulrush, Small-fruit bulrush / SCMI2 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

B Historically, riparian areas have declined in the Black Hills. They are subject to 
grazing, development for recreation purposes, and can be altered by road 
construction. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• Parrish, 1996 

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

D Rhizomatous perennial that may withstand considerable disturbance.   
 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• Great Plains Flora, 1986 

Evaluator(s): Reed Wight Crook – Botanist, Black Hills National Forest  
                      Darcie J. Bacon – Botanist, Black Hills National Forest  

Date:  4 Dec. 2001 
Updated July 26, 2002 

 
National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY (L)1 to occur:   
Species Name: Scirpus microcarpus J. & K. Presl. / Panicled bulrush, Small-fruit bulrush / SCMI2 
Colorado NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Kansas NF/NG  
K

no
w

n 

L
ik

el
y 

Nebraska NF/NG  

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

South Dakota 
NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Wyoming NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Arapaho-Roosevelt NF  ? Cimarron NG   Samuel R.McKelvie NF  ? Black Hills NF X  Shoshone NF  ?
White River NF  ?    Halsey NF  ? Buffalo Gap NG  ? Bighorn NF  ?
Routt NF  ?    Nebraska NF  ? Ft. Pierre NG  ? Black Hills NF X  
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

 ?    Ogalala NG  ?    Medicine Bow NF  ?

San Juan NF  ?          Thunder Basin NG  ?
Rio Grande NF  ?             
Pike-San Isabel NF  ?             
Comanche NG   ?             
Pawnee NG  ?             
 
                                                 
1 Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of 
appearing on NFS lands. 
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