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Until a few months ago, I anticipated that this letter would announce the release of our proposed revised land 
management plan along with the draft environmental impact statement (DEIS).  However, this summer’s 
events have affected our forest plan revision timeline.  

My planning team was in the process of finalizing the proposed plan and DEIS for a 90-day public comment 
period this fall. Because of the Wallow Fire which started on May 29,  I had to interrupt their progress and 
assign planning team personnel to fire suppression and BAER (Burned Area Emergency Response) efforts. 

As a result of this 538,000 acre fire, several of the DEIS assumptions, especially in regards to the existing 
condition, have changed. For example: 

 Over half of the fire area burned at moderate to high severity, resulting in considerable forest 
vegetation loss. 

 A majority of the soils in the fire area have high erosion and/or mass wasting potential. 

 The fire burned over 45 grazing allotments, affecting the range vegetation and available forage and 
damaging hundreds of miles of fence. 

 76 Mexican spotted owl nest sites were burned; this is over half of the forests’ total number of nest 
sites. 

Forest personnel will spend the next several months inventorying, assessing, and documenting the changed 
conditions caused by the Wallow Fire. When this is complete, the planning team will utilize the information to 
update their analyses for the DEIS.  I’ll keep you informed as to when we anticipate the publication of the 
proposed plan and DEIS. Feel free to contact us if you have any concerns or suggestions.  

Mail:  Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests 
 Attn: Plan Revision Team 
 P.O. Box 640 
 Springerville, Arizona 85938 
E-mail: asnf.planning@fs.fed.us 
Phone: (928) 333-4301  TTY:  (928) 333-6292 

 
I appreciate your continued patience and involvement in the forest plan revision effort.  

“Forest Plan Revision Update-August 2011” 
A Message from the Forest Supervisor 

 Chris Knopp 
  Forest Supervisor 

 

August 2011 
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