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REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
 
Species: Carex oreocharis / Mountain Loving Sedge 
 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

A 
 

Mountain loving sedge is a regional endemic in Colorado and Wyoming.  In Wyoming, 
it is known only from the southern Laramie Range in Albany and Laramie counties on     
the Medicine Bow National Forest.  It also is known in Colorado from at least the Pike-
San Isabel and the San Juan national forests. . 
 
In Wyoming, this species occurs primarily on dry, gravelly, rolling plains of Sherman 
Granite in communities dominated by Artemisia tripartita var. rupicola and 
Muhlenbergia filiculmis at elevations of 7000-8300 feet. Much additional habitat is 
available in the southern Laramie Range.          
 
 Confidence in Rank Medium 

• Burke 2000 
• Dorn 2001 
• Fertig 1999 
• Johnston 2001 
• University of Wyoming 

1998 
• Welp et al. 2000 

 

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

BA 
 

Mountain loving sedge is a regional endemic of the southern Rocky Mountains with 
the center of its distribution in Colorado, known from southeastern Wyoming to 
northern Arizona and New Mexico.   
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• Hermann 1970 
• Welp et al. 2000 

 

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

D Dispersal vectors are not known. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• - 

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

A This species is known from 5 occurrences in Wyoming, 4 of which are on the Medicine 
Bow National Forest, all were relocated or discovered since 1995 (most recently 
observed in 1999). Most populations are locally abundant (numbering in the hundreds 
to low thousands) and this species is often a local co-dominant in grassland 
communities. This species has not been systematically surveyed in Wyoming, and 
much additional habitat may be available in the southern Laramie Range.  
 
It is ranked “S1” in both Wyoming and Colorado. 
                      
Confidence in Rank Low 

• Burke 2000 
• Fertig 1999 
• Welp et al. 2000 
 
 

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

BD Known populations appear to be stable, although long-term trend data are lacking. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• Fertig 1999 
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Species: Carex oreocharis / Mountain Loving Sedge 
 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

B Its habitat generally appears to be stable.  
 
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• Fertig 1999 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

B Known occurrences are seasonally grazed by livestock, but do not appear to be 
adversely impacted, at least in moist years.  Known occurrences are on lands 
managed for multiple use by the Medicine Bow National Forest and Curt Gowdy State 
Park.  
 
Confidence in Rank Medium  

• Fertig 1999 

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

D Mountain loving sedge is a wind-pollinated, tufted perennial that flowers and fruits 
more than once in its lifecycle. Flowering and fruiting occur form July through August. 
 
Additional information on the species, including life history stages, population 
structure, longevity, mortality, and seed biology, are not available. 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• Fertig 1999 

Initial Evaluator(s):   
Joy Handley, Bonnie Heidel and Scott Laursen 
 

Date:  February 6, 2002 

 
 
 
 
 
National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)1 to occur:   
 

                                                 
1 Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of 
appearing on NFS lands. 
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Colorado NF/NG 
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Kansas NF/NG  

K
no
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Nebraska NF/NG  

K
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el
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South Dakota 
NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
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Wyoming NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Arapaho-Roosevelt NF   Cimmaron NG   Samuel R.McKelvie NF   Black Hills NF   Shoshone NF   
White River NF      Halsey NF   Buffalo Gap NG   Bighorn NF   
Routt NF      Nebraska NF   Ft. Pierre NG   Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

     Ogalala NG      Medicine Bow NF X  

San Juan NF X           Thunder Basin NG   
Rio Grande NF               
Pike-San Isabel NF X              
Comanche NG                
 
Literature cited 
Burke, M. 2000.  Survey of selected rare plant species in the Pole Mountain area of Medicine Bow National Forest.  Report prepared for University of 
Wyoming Botany Department. 
 
Dorn, R.D. 2001. Vascular Plants of Wyoming, third edition. Mountain West Publishing, Cheyenne, WY.      
  
Fertig, W.  1999.  State Species Abstract: Carex oreocharis.  Wyoming Natural Diversity Database. Available on the internet at www.uwyo.edu/wyndd 
                    
Hermann, F.J. 1970. Manual of the Carices of the Rocky Mountains and Colorado Basin. Agriculture Handbook 374:  1-397. USDA Forest Service, 
Washington DC.                                           
 
Holm, T. 1900. Studies in the Cyperaceae XII. Segregates of Carex filifolia Nutt. American Journal of Science 9:  355-363.           
 
Johnston, B.C. 2001. Field Guide to Sedge Species of the Rocky Mountain Region. Pub. R2-RR-01-03. USDA Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Region, 
Denver, CO. 
 
University of Wyoming – Rocky Mountain Herbarium. 1998. Atlas of the Flora of Wyoming. Posted electronically through 1998 at: 
http://www.esb.utexas.edu/tchumley/wyomap/ and unposted accession information at the Rocky Mountain Herbarium through 2001. 
 
Welp, L., W.F. Fertig, G.P. Jones, G.P. Beauvais, and S.M. Ogle. 2000. Fine filter analysis of the Bighorn, Medicine Bow, and Shoshone National 
Forests in Wyoming. Wyoming Natural Diversity Database, Laramie, WY.                                            
 
Wyoming Natural Diversity Database. 2001. Ongoing documentation of sensitive species distribution, biology, status, and references for the state of 
Wyoming. University of Wyoming, Laramie. 
 


