Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Joshua Trey Barnett, President and CEO
4293 New Kings Bridge Road
Nicholson, GA 30565

September 6, 2007

Mr. John Cleeves
‘USDA Forest Service
Sumter National Forest
4391 Broad River Road
Columbia, S.C. 29212

RE: Upper Chattooga River Visitor Capacity Analysis Scoping Notice
Mr. Cleeves:

I am writing in response to your Aug. 14, 2007, request for comments on the suggested
alternatives for management of the Upper Chattooga River.

The Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s (ORCTU) mission is to conserve,
protect and restore the coldwater fisheries of North Georgia and their watersheds. We
believe that the management prescription for the Upper Chattooga River that the United
States Forest Service selects will determine how successfully the management of the
Upper Chattooga River will align with ORCTU’s mission.

The scoping notice asks four questions, detailed below with our responses:

1. Should there be new standards limiting trailheads, trails and/or campsites? Yes.

/ The proliferation of user-created trails and campsites will increase erosion and damage to
L,/ trees and other vegetation. Many existing campsites violate the current policies regarding
~ proximity to streams and trails. Enforcement of the proper regulations is the key to
" ensuring negative damage from these user-created resources ceases without further
N damage to the Upper Chattooga River and the surrounding riparian zone.

2. Should there be new standards limiting group sizes, encounters between user
. groups and/or access? Before we are able to confidently answer this question, we

suggest that more quantitative information on major user-groups be presented. Like many

outdoor recreational facilities, a self-registration system would provide accurate visitation
[ - data. If new user-groups were to be added, boating for example, new standards would be
W1\ necessary.

] 3. Should there be new boating opportunities on the Chattooga River? No. Boating is

already permitted on two-thirds of the river, and the negative impact of permitting

/ boating on the upper one-third of the Chattooga River outweigh the, if any, benefits of

| allowing this user-group unlimited access. We are not aware of any compelling argument
"\ as to how increased boating will benefit the river or wilderness.

[Continued on next page.]

The mission of the Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to conserve, protect
and restore the coldwater fisheries of North Georgia and their watersheds.
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4. Should there be new standards limiting group sizes, encounters between user-

groups and/or access if new boating opportunities are allowed? Yes. The

/ reintroduction of boaters as a user-group to the upper one-third of the Chattooga River

\\L;\ 4. Would have a negative impact on the river and the wilderness. If permitted access, boat?rs

would cover more of the length of the river corridor than any other user-group, increasing

/ encounters, particularly with anglers and swimmers. Because of the river’s narrowness,

avoidance of said encounters would be impossible. Strict and presumably costly

tandards and enforcement would be required to reduce encounters and to preserve the
solitude and tranquility enjoyed by current user-groups.

1} rd
{

Six alternatives for the management of the Upper Chattooga River have been presented.
Our commentary in regards to each 1s below.

Alternative #1: This is the current management plan that has been in place for over 30
2 / years. We believe this plan has been successful is maintaining the outstanding and
-7 remarkable values of the Upper Chattooga River and fully support the continuation of
2\ < this plan, with the recognition that improvements to better prepare the Upper Chattooga
A River for increased visitation and local population growth should be made. We do not
\ feel that the upper one-third of the Chattooga River should be opened to boating and have

yet to hear a valid argument as to why the United States Forest Service should do so.

(7 < Alternative #2: For the most part, we support this plan which will assist in social issues
N\ management; however, we do not feel that extreme changes, such as removing parking
lots is acceptable since it would deter older or less capable citizens from using the river.
.\_-Restricting the number of parking spaces and utilizing proper enforcement methods,

< |

\ however, may be sufficient for the foreseeable future.

Alternative #3: This alternative would reduce erosion and other damage to vegetation,
S and it is aligned with the suggestions made previously to the current management plan
“1 < (Alternative #1). We would support this alternative.

Alternative #4: This alternative introduces boating on a limited reach of the river in
North Carolina, and adds management prescriptions to mitigate the impacts of the new
user- group. We have yet to hear a compelling argument as to how introducing boating

_ - will benefit the biological, physical, aesthetic and social aspects of the river. Introducing
'll".}.? \ < an additional user-group, especially one that currently has rights to utilize two-thirds of

. >-the river, would be detrimental to these aspects. We accept the fact that limiting boating
4+ <_to the winter months would minimize encounters with one user group (anglers) in this
~ reach, and support that proposal. However, in toto, allowing boating would be a net loss

1 - o . . .
3 4\ for the river and current users, and we cannot accept this alternative.

[Continued on next page.]

The mission of the Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to conserve, protect
and restore the coldwater fisheries of North Georgia and their watersheds.
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Alternative #5: This alternative would allow boating on the uppermost half of the
Chattooga River. We dismiss this alternative noting that boating would not contribute to
the biological, physical, aesthetic or social values of the river.
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The proposed water level at which boating is allowed (2.3 ft. at the U.S. 76
Bridge) is much too low. At that level, the river is still very much accessible to
anglers, and an unacceptable number of angler/boater encounters would ensue.
This reach of the river is narrower and shallower in the upstream reaches, and is a
preferred option to the lower reaches when water levels there are uncomfortable
for anglers. This alternative would focus use by the two groups in a more limited
area, to the detriment of both user groups. A much higher water level cutoff for
boating is needed to reduce encounters to an acceptable level.

Intrusion into a region of wilderness that is not currently accessible by roads or
trails. The USFS has not chosen to extend the current riverside trails from Ellicott
Rock north or from Bull Pen Bridge south. This has created an undisturbed
wildlife and plant sanctuary that would be disrupted by essentially creating a new

S trail (a water trail) through the heart of the area. This may in fact violate the

principles of the Wilderness Act.

Removal of woody debris in the river should be very limited, should be done by
USFS personnel or with their supervision and should not be done solely for
recreational access. Recruitment of woody debris is the preferred condition. (See
paragraph below for more commentary.)

A maximum of four groups per day of six boaters each (24 boaters per day) is too
high a number, and needs to be reduced.

Because of these concerns, we find this alternative unacceptable.

_ Alternative #6: This alternative would permit unlimited boating throughout the Upper
Chattooga River and offers mitigations for the impact. This alternative is unacceptable
“. because:

e
T

/’.

It will cause a serious degradation in social values: large number of encounters,
likely arguments between users, excessive traffic and crowding at access points,
and displacement of current users. This is the same pattern that has occurred
below the S.C. 28 Bridge over the past 30 years, and should not be allowed to
happen in the upper portion of the river.

Negative biological impacts will result, including change in fish behavior
resulting in poorer fishing experience, additional trampling of bank-side

vegetation at portage points, increased erosion and subsequent siltation to the -

detriment of fish and other aquatic life, and loss of nutrient input from large
woody debris as result of removal by boaters.

[Continued on next page.]

The mission of the Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to conserve, protect

and restore the coldwater fisheries of North Georgia and their watersheds.
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* It will result in excessive degradation of biophysical features caused by portage
trails, increased traffic at access points, increased erosion of banks and removal of
large woody debris.

» It will degrade the aesthetic values, solitude and tranquility of the river corridor.

pd Small boat kayaking is an adventure sport, and by its very nature is at odds with
"\ the outstanding and remarkable values currently protected on the Upper

. Chattooga River.

Commentary on Large Woody Debris and Removal: Many aquatic species rely on
natural accumulations of trees, branches and root wads known as large woody debris. The
limited woody debris removal allowed in alternatives 4, 5 and 6 is a standard that could
result in biophysical degradation in segments of the North Fork of the Chattooga River
and its tributaries. Large woody debris has incredible ecological importance in river
systems. For decades, many insensitive boaters have made a practice of removing the
large woody debris that hinders their passage in headwater streams, such as the
Chattooga’s West Fork and Overflow Creek headwaters.

Commentary on Compliance: Alternatives 4, 5 and 6

— o Compliance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act: There is no credible evidence

that adding boating recreation to the North Fork will protect and enhance its
backcountry outstanding and remarkable values of solitude and remoteness for
present and future generations as required by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

¢ Compliance with the Wilderness Act: There is no credible evidence that adding
boating recreation to the Ellicott Rock Wilderness will not diminish the
outstanding opportunities for solitude or assist in securing an enduring resource of
wilderness for present and future generations as required by the Wilderness Act.

*  Compliance with the Decision for Appeal: Diverse whitewater boating
opportunities exist on 63 percent of the length of the Chattooga River and all
other streams on all surrounding National Forests. However, the North Fork is the

" only segment of a backcountry Forest Service stream in the southeast zoned for

. foot travel only, a unique resource deserving of protection for present and future

\ generations. There is absolutely nothing in the Wilderness Act and/or the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act that says all activities must be permitted in all segments of
the river.

Commentary on Stewardship: Zoning ensures that different types of users are
physically separated. Zoning of conflicting activities is good stewardship. Stewardship
encompasses far more than picking up litter; it includes the protection of the aesthetic
values of natural resources such as remoteness and wildness, the proper regard for the
rights of others to solitude and the responsibility of preserving these values intact for
future generations. Alternatives 1, 2 and 3 do exactly that. Alternatives 4, 5 and 6 do not.

[Continued on next page. ]

The mission of the Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to conserve, protect
and restore the coldwater fisheries of North Georgia and their watersheds.
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Overall, we feel that alternatives 1, 2 and 3 are most closely aligned with the mission of
the Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited—conserving, protecting and restoring the
coldwater fisheries of North Georgia and their watersheds. However, alternatives 4, 5
and 6 would have adverse affects on the Upper Chattooga River’s outstanding and
remarkable values.

Please consider choosing Alternative #1 or a blended strategy incorporating portions of
alternatives 1, 2 and 3. These plans would help ensure the perpetuation of the aesthetic
values (solitude, remoteness, wildness, protecting endangered experiences, psychological,
etc.) and social values (encounters, user conflicts, interference with activities such as
angling, bird watching, wildlife viewing, the rights of others to solitude, etc.). We would
like future generations to have the opportunity to enjoy peace and solitude in this
magnificent wilderness and rely on your team to choose a new plan or perpetuate the
existing plan such that this hope will become a reality.

- Sincerely,

1
i

—~

Joshua/ Trey Barnett
President and Chairman of the Board
joshbarnett@orctu.org

AN I

[End of document.]

The mission of the Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to conserve, protect
and restore the coldwater fisheries of North Georgia and their watersheds.



Mr. & Mrs. W. Gary Turnley
P.O. Box 245
Cashiers, NC 28717

Septémber 6, 2007
Mr. John Cleeves i/

U.S. Forest Service

4931 Broad River Road

Columbia, SC 29212

Dear Mr. Cleeves:
The purpose of this letter is to provide public input on managing recreation uses on the

(_{,O—, 4 Chattooga River. We favor the maintenance of existing management. We favor the current

course of management which allows boating below the highway 28 bridge and places some limits
on group sizes, trails and campsites. We believe in the old adage, “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.”
The present system works and it works well.

We are opposed to all forms of boating above the highway 28 bridge for the following
reasons:

1. Recently we have hiked several sections of the Chattooga River Trail above highway 28
and have noticed numerous large trees, some up to three feet in diameter, spanning the
entire river. In several locations there are three or four trees together. This would make it
necessary for any boater to portage around these numerous blockages. The banks in these
areas are steep and support thick vegetation. Not only would it be difficult to climb up
one bank and down another while carrying a canoe, kayak or raft but it is also dangerous

 because it is so easy to slip and fall and break a leg or worse. All this portaging will cause
vy k < erosion of the banks allowing dirt and sediment to foul the pristine Chattooga. The
solution would be for the Forest Service to clear all these trees from the river, but this is

an extremely formidable task for which no money is budgeted.

, 42. We have enjoyed several guided Chattooga rafting trips below highway 28 and feel there
12|

9/

d™

is presently ample opportunity for boating below highway 28. The Chattooga should
provide something for everyone. Not only should there be opportunity for boaters to
enjoy the river, but there should also be opportunity for a truly wilderness experience.
There are many outdoorsmen such as hikers, campers and those who enjoy fly fishing that
seek a truly remote wilderness experience and want to preserve the scenery and setting of
the river. They enjoy quiet and solitude and not the commotion and noise from large
groups of boaters. In fact on the upper Chattooga it is virtually impossible to do any real
fly fishing when boaters are present.

3. Lastly there is an important difference between boating and those who enjoy hiking,
camping and fishing. That difference is commercialism and the profit motive. The
/ majority of boaters are on guided trips provided by outdoor outfitters who are making a
monetary profit from our national forests, while the majority of hikers, campers and
fishermen are individuals not making a monetary profit from our national forests. It
should not be the purpose of our national forests to insure that commercial interests make

a profit.

Thank you for the fine job you are doing and for considering our opinion.

Yours truly,

-
-
&

!{
i\ e~
Pamela D. Turnley




PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HEADWATERS Q_(g"’f o' 2& l)‘q

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating and
backeountry fishing are incompatible on smaller rivers. The Upper Chattooga should
remain wild for fishermen, for hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion.
Opening the upper Chattooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further
develop this wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting
companies. Keep the headwaters portion of the wild and scenic Chattooga unspoiled.
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PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HEADWATERS

We oppose the opening of the Ch iver above Hi
inner tube herwise. The boaters already have
a near monopoly on 2/3rds of the lower river. Recreational boating and backcountry
fishing are incompatible on mountain creeks. The Upper Chattooga should remain wild
for fishing, hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion. Opening the upper

attooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further develop this wild country
into another exclusive franchise for the rafting outfitters. f_l_g_aje keep the headwaters
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PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HEADWATERS

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating and
backcountry fishing are incompatible on smaller rivers. The Upper Chattooga should
remain wild for fishermen, for hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion.
Opening the upper Chattooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further
develop this wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting

companies.

NAME

Keep the headwaters portion of the wild and scenic Chattooga unspoiled.
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PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HEADWATERS

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating and
backcountry fishing are incompatible on smaller rivers. The Upper Chattooga should
remain wild for fishermen, for hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion.
Opening the upper Chattooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further
develop this wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting
companies. Keep the headwaters portion of the wild and scenic Chattooga unspoiled.
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PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HEADWATERS

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating and
swimming are incompatible on mountain streams. The Upper Chattooga should remain
wild for fishermen, for hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion. Opening
~ the upper Chattooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further develop this
wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting companies.
Keep the headwaters portion of the wild and scenic Chattooga unspoiled.
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PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HEADWATERS

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating and
swimming are incompatible on mountain streams. The Upper Chattooga should remain
wild for fishermen, for hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion. Opening
the upper Chattooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further develop this
wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting companies.
Keep the headwaters portion of the wild and scenic Chattooga unspoiled.
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PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HEADWATERS

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. The boaters already have
a near monopoly on 2/3rds of the lower river. Recreational boating and backcountry
fishing are incompatible on mountain creeks. The Upper Chattooga should remain wild
for fishing, hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion. Opening the upper
Chattooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further develop this wild country
into another exclusive franchise for the rafting outfitters. Please keep the headwaters
segment of the wild and scenic Chattooga unspoiled.
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PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HEADWATERS

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. The boaters already have
a near monopoly on 2/3rds of the lower river. Recreational boating and backcountry
fishing are incompatible on mountain creeks. The Upper Chattooga should remain wild
for fishing, hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion. Opening the upper
Chattooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further develop this wild country
into another exclusive franchise for the rafting outfitters. Please keep the headwaters
segment of the wild and scenic Chattooga unspoiled.
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PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HEADWATERS

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating and
backcountry fishing are incompatible on smaller rivers. The Upper Chattooga should
remain wild for fishermen, for hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion.
Opening the upper Chattooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further
develop this wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting
companies. Keep the headwaters portion of the wild and scenic Chattooga unspoiled.
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PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HFADWATERS

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. The boaters already have
a near monopoly on 2/3rds of the lower river. Recreational boating and backcountry
fishing are incompatible on mountain creeks. The Upper Chattooga should remain wild
for fishing, hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion. Opening the upper
Chattooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further develop this wild country
into another exclusive franchise for the rafting outfitters. Please keep the headwaters
segment of the wild and scenic Chattooga unspoiled.
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PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HEADWATERS

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating and
backcountry fishing are incompatible on smaller rivers. The Upper Chattooga should
remain wild for fishermen, for hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion.
Opening the upper Chattooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further
develop this wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting
companies. Keep the headwaters portion of the wild and scenic Chattooga unspoiled.
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PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HEADWATERS

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by cance, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating and
swimming are incompatible on mountain streams. The Upper Chattooga should remain
wild for fishermen, for hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion. Opening
the upper Chattooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further develop this
wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting companies.
Keep the headwaters portion of the wild and scenic Chattooga unspoiled.
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PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HEADWATERS

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating and
backcountry fishing are incompatible on smaller rivers. The Upper Chattooga should
remain wild for fishermen, for hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion.
Opening the upper Chattooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further
develop this wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting
companies. Keep the headwaters portion of the wild and scenic Chattooga unspoiled.
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PROTECT THE CHATTOOGA HEADWATERS

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating and
backcountry fishing are incompatible on smaller rivers. The Upper Chattooga should
remain wild for fishermen, for hiking, and other uses on which floating is an intrusion.
Opening the upper Chattooga to floating would bring immediate pressure to further
develop this wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting
«companies. Keep the headwaters portion of the wild and scenic Chattooga unspoiled.
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LEAVE THE UPPER CHATTOOGA ALONE !

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating
and fishing are not compatible. The upper Chattooga should be for fishermen, for hiking,
and other uses on which floating is an intrusion. The upper Chattooga is not safe for
floating. If opened to floating it would add to the burden of county rescue squads and
EMS at taxpayer expense. Opening the upper Chattooga to floating would bring
immediate pressure to build or re-build roads to provide for all-weather access, turning
this wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting
companies, and not for all our citizens.
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LEAVE THE UPPER CHATTOOGA ALONE !

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating
and fishing are not compatible. The upper Chattooga should be for fishermen, for hiking,
and other uses on which floating is an intrusion. The upper Chattooga is not safe for
floating. If opened to floating it would add to the burden of county rescue squads and
EMS at taxpayer expense. Opening the upper Chattooga to floating would bring
immediate pressure to build or re-build roads to provide for all-weather access, turning
this wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting
companies, and not for all our citizens.
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LEAVE THE UPPER CHATTOOGA ALONE !

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating
and fishing are not compatible. The upper Chattooga should be for fishermen, for hiking,
and other uses on which floating is an intrusion. The upper Chattooga is not safe for
floating. If opened to floating it would add to the burden of county rescue squads and
EMS at taxpayer expense. Opening the upper Chattooga to floating would bring
immediate pressure to build or re-build roads to provide for all-weather access, turning
this wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting
companies, and not for all our citizens.
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“Friends of the Upper Chattooga” Cys

LEAVE THE UPPER CHATTOOGA ALONE'!

We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of
floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating
and fishing are not compatible. The upper Chattooga should be for fishermen, for hiking,
and other uses on which floating is an intrusion. The upper Chattooga is not safe for
floating. If opened to floating it would add to the burden of county rescue squads and
EMS at taxpayer expense. Opening the upper Chattooga to floating would bring
immediate pressure to build or re-build roads to provide for all-weather access, turning
this wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting
companies, and not for all our citizens.
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“Friends of the Upper Chattooga”

LEAVE THE UPPER CHATTOOGA ALONE ! / J)
We oppose the opening of the Chattooga River above Highway 28 to any kind of

floating, whether by canoe, kayak, raft, inner tube or otherwise. Recreational floating

and fishing are not compatible. The upper Chattooga should be for fishermen, for hiking,

and other uses on which floating is an intrusion. The upper Chattooga is not safe for

floating. If opened to floating it would add to the burden of county rescue squads and

EMS at taxpayer expense. Opening the upper Chattooga to floating would bring

immediate pressure to build or re-build roads to provide for all-weather access, turning

this wild country into another exclusive franchise for the highly profitable rafting
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companies, and not for all our citizens.
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MARK SANFORD

State of South Caroling
®ffice of the Gouernor

GOVERNOR COLUMBIA 22211

August 6, 2007

Jerome Thomas

Forest Supervisor

Francis Marion and Sumter National Forest
4931 Broad River Road

Columbia, SC 29212

Cc:  Senator James DeMint,
Energy and Natural Resources Committee

The issue elaborated on below came up during one of my office hour visits, and I
would appreciate your consideration and help on it as the Chattooga River is an important
resource for the State of South Carolina. It provides recreational opportunities including
whitewater boating, the state’s best trout fishing, hunting and backpacking. Nature
viewers can experience the backcountry solitude while Day hikers, campers and
picnickers can select from a variety experiences currently available along the Chattooga
Wild and Scenic River and the Ellicott Rock Wilderness Area.

The Sumter National Forest has provided exemplary stewardship by insuring the
Chattooga provides a complete range of recreational experiences for South Carolinians.
We support your efforts to continue a policy that supplies diversity and balances the

state’s overall recreational needs.

We understand that the current Forest Service policy is being challenged by the
private boating interests, and that the USFS is reviewing its successful thirty year policy

of zoning the river for different user groups. We ask the USFS to please

Post OFFice Box 122867
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consider the following South Carolina concerns regarding allowing boating in the

upper Chattooga.

- Opening the upper Chattooga River, which is currently managed for
trout fishing and is considered the premier trout fishery in South Carolina,
to private boaters will likely displace some South Carolina fisherman, and
deter out of state fishermen from visiting. The options for displaced
resident anglers will be smaller, less desirable streams in South Carolina,
or streams in neighboring states which will require expensive non-resident
licenses. Non-resident anglers will take their fishing and dollars to
neighboring states.

- The projected growth in all activities on the South Carolina side of the
river corridor over the next thirty years requires careful study to insure the
Chattooga remains a viable recreational resource for current users and
future generations.

- Private property interests of the Whiteside Cove Association members
that live in South Carolina are threatened by potential boater trespass.

- The safety of search-and-rescue personnel and associated costs for the
surrounding counties will be a concern because of the remoteness and
ruggedness of the upper Chattooga.

- The desires of all user groups, especially those not represented by any
organization, need to be given equal consideration.

- Any changes in current policy need to ensure that the largest designated
wilderness in South Carolina retains its primitive character.

We appreciate your efforts in managing many of South Carolina’s most valuable
natural resources. We realize the importance of reviewing management policy for such a
diverse array of interests. We hope future poiicy continues to provide something for
everyone and that opportunities along the entire Wild and Scenic corridor are reviewed in

totality for the benefit of South Carolina's residents and visitors.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please let our office know if South
Carolina can help with any additional reports on SC recreational demographics we may —

have already collected including DNR angling surveys.

Sincerely,

i{/x_,/'

Mark Sanford
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MITCHELL & COMPANY
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS <
__\
\
Member
American instltute of Ceriified Public Accountants
Florlda Institute of Certified Public Accountants
JOSEPH D. MITCHELL, CPA TELEPHONE 850/386-2522
C. GUY FARMER, CPA FAX B50/386-6955
The Honorable Elizabeth Dole
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 September 7, 2007

Re: Boating Regulations on the Chattooga River in Georgia

Dear Honorable Elizabeth Dole,

| arm a property owner in the Cashier area of North Carolina and I'm wiriting to inform you

@i of my support of maintaining the waterways of the Scenic Chattonga River in their present
condition, and not opening them to further traffic. 1 am asking you on behalf of The u.s.
forest service to join me in the effort to preserve a part of our waterways and wildlife in the
North Georgia area, Please send a lefter of concern to our U.S. Forest Service stating that
you agree with the preservation of this area for the following reasons:

- The Forest Service ban should stay in effect to truly maintain the wild nature and
clean waters of the Upper Chattooga.

- A weli-funded lobby group should not be able to dictate the use of a precious
natural resource.

1) <- . Boaters already cover 36 miles of the Chattooga River, a2 mere 21 s still accessible
- just not In use for boating.

00 3 We want to protect Slide Rock and let it remain a family-friendly swimming hole and
N 4 The Iron Bridge a remote picnic area for both safety and environmental reasons.

Please join me in the effort to pretect our natural enviroment and the way of life we so love
in these mountains. A deadlins of September 13, 2007 is set by the U.S. Forest Service

to receive comment on the issue.

2851 REMINGTON GREEN CIRCLE, SUITED - TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32308
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The Honorable Elizabeth Dole
Page 2
September 7, 2007

| thank you for your time to preserving the Chatooga River and keeping our waterways

fresh, clean and reproductive.

The address to send your letters of concern is listed below:

Forest Supervisor's Office

Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests
4931 Broad River Road

Columbiz, SC 29212-6090

webmaster(@fs.fed, us

Sincerely,

Guy Farmer

GF:hf
Enclosure

cc.  Forest Supervisor's Office _
Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests
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MITCHELL & COMPANY

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Member
American Institute of Ceriifled Public Accountanis
Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountants

JOSEPH D. MITCHELL, CPA _ TELEPHONE 850/388-2522
C, GUY FARMER, CPA \6 FAX B50/3856-6955

\ ¢
The Honorable Richard Burr @ J i
/

217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 September 7, 2007

Re: Boating Regulations on the Chattooga River in Georgia

Dear Honorable Richard Burr,

I am a property owner in the Cashier area of North Carolina and I'm writing to inform you
of my support of maintaining the waterways of the Scenic Chattooga River in their present
condition, and not opening them to further traffic. 1 am asking you on behalf of The U.S.
forest service to join me in the effort to preserve a part of our waterways and wildlife in the
North Georgia area. Please send a letter of concernto our U.S. Forest Service stating that
you agree with the preservation of this area for the following reasons:

- The Forest Service ban should stay in effect to truly maintain the wild nature and
clean waters of the Upper Chattooga. :

- A well-funded lobby group should not be able to dictate the use of a precious
natural resource.

- Boaters already cover 36 miles of the Chattooga River, a mere 21is still accessible
just not in use for boating.

- We want to protect Slide Rock and let it remain a family-friendly swimming hole and
The Iron Bridge a remote picnic area for both safety and environmental reasons.

Please join me in the effort to protect our natural enviroment and the way of life we so love
in these mountains. A déadline of September 13, 2007 is set by the U.8. Forest Service

to receive comment on the issue.

2851 REMINGTON GREEN CIRCLE, SUITED » TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32308

. i asimes o=y pead 0 A BHERAAMBATY ARGV
=i ¥ CoEC OO aeD S okd T PRI BETTY XD TITITUHOMNG T r‘Eg 'r':?f:\-h' [t e B b =



The Honorable Richard Burr
Page 2
September 7, 2007

| thank you for your time to preserving the Chatooga River and keeping our waterways

fresh, clean and reproductive.

The address to send your letters of concemn is listed below:

Forest Supervisor's Office

Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests
4931 Broad River Road

Columbia, SC 29212-6090

webmaster@fs.fed. us

Sincerely,

Guy Farmer

‘GF:hf
Enclosure

cc:  Forest Supervisor's Office
Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests
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MITCHELL & COMPANY

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

N
B,

Member
American institute of Certifled Public Accountants
Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountanis

JOSEPH D, MITCHELL, CP,
& GUY FARNER, CPR - Fax O Sacrsssscss
Yo
i
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The Honorable Heath Shuler \ /Y \

412 House Office Building X

Washington, D.C. 20510 September 7, 2007

Re: Boating Regulations on the Chattooga River in Georgia

Dear Honocrable Heath Shuler,

| am a property owner in the Cashier area of North Carolina and I'm writing to inform you
of my support of maintaining the waterways of the Scenic Chattooga River in their present
condition, and not opening them to further traffic. | am asking you on behalf of The U.S.
forest service to join me in the effort to preserve a part of our waterways and wildlife in the
North Georgia area. Please send a letter of concern to our U.S. Forest Service stafing that
you agree with the preservation of this area for the foilowing reasons:

- The Forest Service ban should stay in effect to truly maintain the wild nature and
clean waters of the Upper Chattooga.

- A well-funded lobby group should not be able to dictate the use of a precious
ratural resource.

- Boaters aiready cover 36 miles of the Chattooga River, a mere 21 is still accessible
just not in use for boating.

. We want to protect Slide Rock and lst it remain a family-friendly swimming hole and
The Iron Bridge a remote picnic area for both safety and environmental reasons.

Please jdin me In the effort to protect our natural enviroment and the way of life we sc love
in these mountains. A deadline of September 13, 2007 Is set by the U.S. Forest Service

to receive comment on the issue.

2851 REMINGTON GREEN CIRCLE, SUITE D » TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32308
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The Honorable Heath Shuler
Page 2
September 7, 2007
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| thank you for your time to preserving the Chatooga River and keeping our waterways

fresh, clean and reproductive.

The address to send your letters of concern is listed below:

Forest Supervisor's Office

Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests
4931 Broad River Road

Columbis, SC 29212-6090

webmaster@)s.fed. us

Sincerely,

Guy Farmer

GF:hf

Enclosure

cc:  Forest Supervisor's Office
Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests
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JOSEPH D. MITCHELL, CPA

MITCHELL & COMPANY

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Membar
American Institute of Cerililed Public Accountants
Floride Instliute of Certlfled Public Accountants

35

TELEPHONE 550/368-2622

C. GUY FARMER, CPA FAX 850/386-6955
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Dr. Jerome Thomas S\M
Aftention: John Cieeves ~ X
4351 Broad River Rd. /\? __.,U/&“

Washington, D.C. 20310 September 7, 2007

Re: Boating Regulations on the Chattooga River in Georgia

Dear Dr. Jerome Thomas,

| am a property owner in the Cashier area of North Carolina and I'm writing to inform you
of my support of maintaining the waterways of the Scenic Chattooga River in their present
condition, and not opening them to further traffic. 1am asking you on behalfof The U.S.
forest service to join me in the effort to preserve a part of our waterweys and wildlife in the
North Georgia area. Please send a letter of concern to our U .S. Forest Service stating that
you agree with the preservation of this area for the following reasons:

- The Forest Service ban should stay in effect to truly maintain the wild nature and
clean waters of the Upper Chattooga.

- A well-funded lobby group should not be able fo dictate the use of a precious
natural resource. -

- Boaters already cover 36 miles of the Chattooga River, a mere 21 is still accessible
just not in use for boating.

- We wantto profect Slide Rock and let it remain a family-friendly swimming hole and
The Iron Bridge a remote picnic area for both safety and environmental reasons.

Please join me inthe effort io protect our natural enviroment and the way of life we so love
in these mauntains. A deadline of September 13, 2007 is set by the U.S. Forest Service

to receive comment on the issue,

2851 REMINGTON GREEN CIRCLE, SUITE P » TALLAHASSEE, FL.ORIDA 32308
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Dr. Jerome Thomas

Page 2
September 7, 2007
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| thank you for your time to preserving the Chatooga River and keeping our waterways

fresh, clean and reproductive.

The address to send your letters of concern is listed below: .

Forest Supervisor's Office
Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests

4931 Broad River Road
Columbia, SC 29212-6090

webmaster@yfs.,fed.us

Sincerely,

Guy Farmer

GF:hf
Enclosure

cc:  Forest Supervisor's Office
Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests
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Donald W. Eng f%ﬁpfl

124 Fifeshire Drive
Columbia, SC 29212-1906;

September 5, 2007
Mr. John Cleeves
U. S. Forest Service,
4931 Broad River Road
Columbia, SC 29212 T
(-

Subject: Public Input-Chattooga River Management above Highway 28.
Dear John,

1 have talked to you and written to you, Supervisor Thomas, Gloria Manning, and Chief Abigail Kimbell before

< about the above stated subject. I am opposed to any boating above Highway 28. The Forest Service should

recognize that the upper portion of the Chattooga River and Ellicott Rock Wilderness Area is the only large river
primitive area in the Southeast USA. This area provides solitude experience for hikers, nature enthusiasts, bird
. watchers, and fisherpersons who enjoy the true scenic beauty, wildflowers and wildlife available. Boating will

1 | 2 < alter this environment significantly. Maybe slowly at first, but eventually it could be like the lower Chattooga.
Ol £_ Boating events along with spectators will definitely alter the fragile environment along the riverbanks and just as

-~ important, have negative impacts on other users. In the past, the Forest Service has not been able to fully control

e

boating below Highway 28 according to the Management Plan nor control unlawful boaters above Highway 28.
It is time for the FS to stand tall and wear a white hat in protecting this unique area.

Specific Comments on preliminary alternatives:

maintenance of trails and campsites along with increase law enforcement would maintain both the
biological and social values of this area. Support.
L{;‘z. This alternative could actually improve the area if boating is not permitted. But I am doubtful if the FS
will or can afford the additional administration.
4 3. Response, same as number 1 and 2. Support

< 1. Maintain existing management. It has worked satisfactorily for over 30 years. With adequate

L'( g /_4. Unworkable. There will be conflicts between users with social values loss to groups and individuals

who want a primitive area to enjoy. Voluntary registration has not worked successfully in National
Parks and Wilderness Areas. FS will lose control of use on the upper Chattooga. Oppose.

]% < 5. Unworkable. Reasons the same as number 4. Oppose.

7 6. The impact on the biological resources and social values will be significant to everyone except boaters
and boating industry. Currently they govern the use of the lower Chattooga Wild and Scenic River
Area below Highway 28 that has many challenging rapids.

My general statement before specific comments apply to all preliminary alternatives.

I wish the Forest Service success in providing the needed protection of the Upper Portion of the Chattooga River.

Sincerely,

LA

Donald W. Eng
Retired Forest Supervisor, Franc_is Marion and_Sumter National Forests.

5

Cc: Jerome Thomas, Gloria Manning, Chief Abigail Kimbrell
e e —— et
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Donald W. Eng
124 Fifeshire Drive
Columbia, SC 29212-1906

/ September 5, 2007
Mr. John Cleeves #

U. S. Forest Service,
4931 Broad River Road
Columbia, SC 29212

Subject: Public Input-Chattooga River Management above Highway 28.
Dear John,

T have talked to you and written to you, Supervisor Thomas, Gloria Manning, and Chief Abigail Kimbell before
about the above stated subject. I am opposed to any boating above Highway 28. The Forest Service should
recognize that the upper portion of the Chattooga River and Ellicott Rock Wilderness Area is the only large river
primitive area in the Southeast USA. This area provides solitude experience for hikers, nature enthusiasts, bird
watchers, and fisherpersons who enjoy the true scenic beauty, wildflowers and wildlife available. Boating will
alter this environment significantly. Maybe slowly at first, but eventually it could be like the lower Chattooga.
Boating events along with spectators will definitely alter the fragile environment along the riverbanks and just as
important, have negative impacts on other users. In the past, the Forest Service has not been able to fully control
boating below Highway 28 according to the Management Plan nor control unlawful boaters above Highway 28.
It is time for the FS to stand tall and wear a white hat in protecting this unique area.

Specific Comments on preliminary alternatives:

1. Maintain existing management. It has worked satisfactorily for over 30 years. With adequate
maintenance of trails and campsites along with increase law enforcement would maintain both the
biological and social values of this area. Support.

2. This alternative could actually improve the area if boating is not permitted. But I am doubtful if the FS
will or can afford the additional administration.

3. Response, same as number 1 and 2. Support

4. Unworkable. There will be conflicts between users with social values loss to groups and individuals

who want a primitive area to enjoy. Voluntary registration has not worked successfully in National

Parks and Wilderness Areas. FS will lose control of use on the upper Chattooga. Oppose.

Unworkable. Reasons the same as number 4. Oppose.

6. The impact on the biological resources and social values will be significant to everyone except boaters
and boating industry. Currently they govern the use of the lower Chattooga Wild and Scenic River
Area below Highway 28 that has many challenging rapids.
My general statement before specific comments apply to all preliminary alternatives.

n

I wish the Forest Service success in providing the needed protection of the Upper Portion of the Chattooga River.

Sincerely,

b

Donald W. Eng
Retired Forest Supervisor, Francis Marion and Sumter National Forests.

Cc: Jerome Thomas, Gloria Manning, Chief Abigail Kimbrell
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AITILINTED WITH THE NATIONAL WILDLIFT FEDERATION 'Z]'C)" TaT7-7837 f
11600 Hazelbrand Road h\?& (T10) 7879229
Covington, Georgia 30014 E-mail: gwf@gwlorg

July 10, 2007

Supervisor Jerome Thomas
Sumter National Forest
USDA Forest Service

Attn: John Cleeves

4391 Broad River Road
Columbia, S.C. 29212-3530

These comments are being submitted by the Georgia Wildlife Federation (GWF). GWF
represents more than 50,000 members throughout Georgia who encourage the intelligent
management and wise use of water, forest and plant life, and its dependent wildlife. We
appreciate the time and effort that the U.S. Forest Service has put into the Upper
Chattooga River Visitor Capacity Analysis Implementation Plan and appreciate this
opportunity to comment on the report.

Our two major concerns are the indirect effects of recreation on wildlife in an area that
has had limited human intrusion for the past thirty years and the negative effect on

2 :;';fﬁshing in this wild area. Boating through the Upper Chattooga will allow easy access

through the heart of the Chattooga headwater areas which are otherwise often
inaccessible and sometimes extremely inaccessible. Studies have shown that there are
certain species, such as the black bear, that require large core areas of wild land with
minimal human impacts and disturbance in order to thrive, especially for denning and
reproduction. Given the rapid increase of development on private lands in the Southeast,
public lands — national forests, parks and other preserves are critical for providing the
kind of backcountry where remote wild conditions provide the high-quality habitat free
from human interference needed by these species. The Chattooga River corridor is
important as a central, core component of the larger wild landscape that includes the
Ellicott Rock Wilderness and the Rock Gorge Roadless Area.

Some studies point out that the indirect effects of recreation on wildlife populations are
likely to be substantial, but there is little documentation of these impacts. The literature
on wildlife/recreation effects constantly points out the need for more research in the area.
Because of the difficulty in designing studies with adequate controls that yield conclusive
results there is not enough information to justify allowing a sudden increase in human
activity in the area.

The Chattooga flows through the heart of one of the largest blocks of forest interior
habitats remaining on the Blue Ridge Escarpment. The Ellicott Rock Wilderness and the
Rock Gorge Roadless area together comprise a wilderness reserve core of more than
15,000 acres, strategically as a reserve anchor within the larger wildlands habitat block

Dedicated to the Conservation of our Natural Resource
{‘} Printed on recyclad paper. /é o /a(f /::—_b ?M /ﬁ 9“'?_'} 7
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on the Escarpment. The Southern Blue Ridge Escarpment is home to more than 300 rare
species and natural communities including a viable black bear population. The analysis of
the area should recognize that the wild conditions that have developed in the Chattooga
headwaters are a direct result of the first zoning measures that prohibit boat traffic in the
area. Any increase in human traffic on the upper Chattooga River, largely isolated for the
past thirty years, would clearly represent a fundamental change in the character of the
area and thus must be subject of a full, comprehensive environmental impact analysis.

The upper portion of the Chattooga River has cold water that is conducive to trout
survival and natural regeneration. Anglers are aware that roadless areas generally provide
the least degraded streams where trout and other desirable fish species dependent on
clean water and stable stream flows can thrive. [solated areas, such as the Upper
Chattooga, reduce the vulnerability of fish to excessive harassment and harvest. There are
no roads paralleling the river as is the case on most rivers of its size. The Upper
Chattooga is the premier place in Georgia where an angler can enjoy a truly wild
experience free from the intrusion of boats. This was the intent of the Forest Service in
the early 1970’s when they made the decision to separate the boaters from the anglers.
Opening the river above the Highway 28 Bridge to boating will change all this. Anglers
~will no longer experience the solitude that brings them to the area. Boaters are also likely

- 4 to spook the trout and reduce the chance for fishing success.

9_3

49 <

The upper Chattooga watershed is a unique biological and cultural resource that is likely
\to suffer significant degradation from the human impacts associated with boating. The

~ Forest Service should maintain the current Forest Plan management direction of the
Upper Chattooga for all existing recreational uses. No action should be taken unless
studies are conducted to determine what the effects of a substantial increase of human
intrusion on wildlife will be including a full, comprehensive environmental impact
analysis.

Sincerely,

Jepsy M ottten

(‘;{Ty L. McgZollum
resident and CEO

Georgia Wildlife Federation
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Friends of the Upper Chattooga |
2368 Pinnacle Drive
Clayton, Georgia 30525
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July 28, 2007

/Jcrome Thomas, Supervisor

USDA Forest Service, Sumter National Forest
~—Attn: John Cleeves

4391 Broad River Road

Columbia, South Carolina 29212-3530

RE: Upper Chattooga River Visitor Capacity Analysis Scoping Notice
Dear Supervisor Thomas,

Friends of the Upper Chattooga individually and collectively urge the USDA Forest
Service to give particular attention to the list of factors below as your team develops the
upcoming scoping notice and alternatives for management of the North Fork of the Chattooga
River and all its tributaries. These factors are all based on common sense, existing Forest
Service studies and rules and/or federal law.

All suggest strongly that the Forest Service must, as a priority over all else, protect the
outstandingly remarkable values and wild, natural resource that make the Ellicott Rock
Wilderness and the Wild and Scenic Chattooga the very special places that they are today and
should be for future generations.

The list:

,}i{-: * Preserving wilderness resources. “Where a choice must be made between
wilderness values and visitor or any other activity, preserving the wilderness resource
is the overriding value. Economy, convenience, commercial value, and comfort are

4 not standards of management or use of wilderness." Forest Service Manual 2320.6
' * Wilderness values must dominate. "Where there are alternatives among
management decisions, wilderness values shall dominate over all other
considerations."” Forest Service Manual 2320.3

S * Primary emphasis. “.... primary emphasis shall be given to protecting its aesthetic,
scenic, historic, archaeological, and scientific features.” Wild and Scenic River Act,
Section 10(a)

* Primitive experience over recreation demand. Future public demand in the

'S i  Chattooga corridor could reach saturation and cause degradation of the experience,
according to the 1971 study of Wild and Scenic Chattooga area. The report
recommends resource development should be guided by preserving the primitive
experience as a priority over demand.

*  Wild river segments. The wild segments of the Chattooga River are the most
primitive and remote, and whose management “is focused on protecting the
outstandingly remarkable values of the river and preserving the natural environment

/;l/f__ Sk S P30
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and natural processes from human influences." Land and Resource Management Plan
for the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests, page 3-26.
/* Little or no human intervention. As for the portion of the river that transects the

V Ellicott Rock Wilderness, note that Forest Service management emphasis “is to allow

ecological and biological processes to progress naturally with little to no human
influence or intervention, except the minimum impacts made by those who seek the
wilderness as a special place that offers opportunities to experience solitude.” Land
and Resource Management Plan for Sumter National Forest, page 3-1.

e Large Woody Debris. It is Forest Service management policy to recruit

/" accumulation of Large Woody Debris to the creeks and rivers that it manages, with

the desired condition being approximately 200 pieces of such debris per stream mile,
according to the Sumter’s management plan (page 3-41,) and the June, 2007,
integrated analysis of Capacity and Conflict on the Upper Chattooga River (page 56.)
By contrast, both the integrated report and experience on the ground after Hurricane

\  Opal suggest that boaters without permission routinely cut and remove such debris
with chainsaws,

* Unrestricted boating would overwhelm the resource. The Integrated Report
(Whitaker, 2007,) notes boating could occur on the North Fork as low as the 1.8-foot
level. The gauge was recorded as being over 1.8 feet for 79 percent of the time
during the period 2003-2005 (or 862 days.) For 386 consecutive days (from 9/7/2004
until 9/28/2005,) there were only four days with levels under 1.8.

* Boating displaces other river visitors. Boating on the lower 36 miles of the
Chattooga, which provides for unlimited private boating and regulated commercial
boating, has clearly displaced other visitors wishing to avoid user conflicts and/or
interference while seeking solitude and quietness. (See pages 15 and 69 of the

~ .. Integrated Report.)

A

-+ The public overwhelmingly supports zoning of the North Fork. The Sumter
/ National Forest has received 423 personal comments in connection with the ongoing

7 analysis — 60 percent of which were not in favor of unrestricted boating on the Upper
Chattooga. In the case of the Forest Service public hearing held in Walhalla, S.C., on
July 10, 35 of the 56 speakers (almost two-thirds) came out against unrestricted
boating.

¢ Common sense should prevail. Zoning of conflicting activities is good
stewardship, not discrimination. Stewardship encompasses far more than picking up
litter. It includes the protection of the aesthetic values of natural resources such as
remoteness and wildness, the proper regard for the rights of others to solitude, and the
responsibility of preserving these values intact for future generations.

overwhelm the Upper Chattooga just as it has the lower river as evidenced

If permitted and established, boating will, most likely and predictably,
15

above. Whitewater boating, or “creeking,” is an extreme challenge sport rapidly
growing in popularity (see page 22 of the Whitaker report.) If boating is permitted
__.and established on the Upper Chattooga, degradation of both environmental resource
and social conditions will inevitably occur, and it will be virtually impossible for the
Forest Service to ever reverse course and revert to current management.
e Direct, indirect and cumulative effects. Forest Service procedures, (from the Forest

,g/ Service Manual, 2320.3,) require the agency to “gather necessary information and



6L

carry out research programs in a manner that is compatible with the preservation of
the wilderness environment.” This requirement leads to multiple questions. Among
them: Has the Forest Service gauged the direct, indirect and cumulative effects of
boating on riverbanks, flora and fauna of the Upper Chattooga? Have the negative
impacts been studied. Have new biological surveys been accomplished?

Please let us know if there are any questions. We look forward to seeing the scoping
notice, and ask that you note Friends of the Upper Chattooga have picked up several new
signatories — testament to the widespread interest in this issue.

Sincerely,

Mithae| Sarith
Michael “Squeak” Smith
Southeast Region Vice-President and Member of the Board of Trustees,

Trout Unlimited
By JG, with express permission dj 7/é5 / o7

MCKM

Butch Clay
Mountain Rest, S.C.

By JG, with express permissiondj 7/ 3‘3/ 07

Joseph Gaﬂyé é

Co-District Leader
Georgia ForestWatch

Doug Adrons
Doug Adams, J
Newsletter Editor, Rabun Chapter, Trout Uplimited
By JG, with express permission d j fl&?

% Do

Charlie Breithaupt,
Chairman, Georgia Council of Trout Unlimited

By JG, with express permission d j 7/2_8/ 6‘7
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[Opn M iinil’s
Tom Mclnnis,
Chairman, South Carolina Council of Tro }23 Unlimited

By JG, with express permission C/f

et Shirk

Art Shick,
South Carolina Trout Unlimited & NLC Represgntative
By JG, with express permlssmn /53

B2 WMMs

Buzz Willidms,
Executive Director, Chattooga Conservan
By JG, with express permission j %6’ o7

Dmvid Rat
David Bates,
Executive Director, Jackson-Macon Cons /grv ion Alliance

By JG, with express penmssu)n

WAL Stoafis SW Barmford
Wyatt ptevens and Mike B

for the Whiteside Cove Association

By JG, with express permission 7/ 2:9/07 Cé(,’
Qe Nilibots

George Nickas
Wilderness Watch

By JG, with express pemlissicm(ﬁ 7/2'5/ 67

Bt Maetid

Brent Martin
The Wilderness Society

By JG, with express pemnssnow 7/26/57
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John Benb(&wj

President, North Carolina Wildlife Federatio
By JG, with express permjssiondf 7/5 3/&7

~
- ﬁﬁ(mf M Tl
Jerry McColim

Georgia Wildlife Federation

By JG, with express permission C{f 7/2@/0/’
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August 17, 2007

Bill and Kathy Brock
PO Box 125

Seneca, SC 29678

Att: Michael Crane
District Ranger USFS

Andrew Pickens Ranger District
Walhalla, SC, 29671

Dear Michael Crane,

We are writing to express our views concerning the use of the Chattooga River
above Hwy 28 in Oconee County, South Carolina. Boaters-kayaks, rafters, etc would like
access to this upper portion of the river. So far, only fishermen can use it

We would like to keep its use the way it is currently being used — for fishing and
L{DI ture. This portion on the river is the only area not disturbed. Please leave it as it is

Sincerely,

Bill and Kathy Brock

AUG 20 2007
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Friends of the Upper Chattooga

<
2368 Pinnacle Drive ,P

Clayton, Georgia 30525 ;A i

August 22, 2007 a2 V‘hﬁfjﬂ\
| o )

Jerome Thomas, Supervisor / B /
USDA Forest Service, Sumter National Forest " 1
Attn: John Cleeves K&i
4391 Broad River Road - LD)

Columbia, South Carolina 29212-3530
RE: Upper Chattooga River Visitor Capacity Analysis Scoping Notice \jo !
Dear Supervisor Thomas, \

b
/

Friends of the Upper Chattooga individually and collective and/ the individual
signatories below file this letter as an initial response to the USDA Forest Service’s request for
comment on the Upper Chattooga River Visitor Capacity Analysis scoping notice of August 14,
2007.

As you know, the planners for the Sumter National Forest have informed us that none of
the letters, comments and other statements filed with your office to date on this topic will count
toward the ongoing analysis under the National Environmental Policy Act unless formally
refiled.

Accordingly, kindly review the letters, studies and comments listed below, copies of all
of which are already in the possession of your office. We shall in due course also seek to
provide e-mail copies of this material, to help facilitate review by your office. This compendium
includes a large variety of significant issues that must be evaluated and analyzed by the Forest
Service as it conducts a thorough Environmental Assessment and “effects analysis” of this issue.

We look forward to reviewing your development of these critical issues as the agency
gets deeper into the NEPA process.

Feel free to call if there are questions.

Sincerely,

. 4 4
Michad] gt Semt
Michael “Squeak” Smith
Southeast Region Vice-President and Member of the Board of Trustees,
Trout Unlimited

By JG, with express permission df’ g /22,/07
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Butch Clay /
Mountain Rest, S.C.

By JG, with express permission CZf 5’/ 22%? 4

Joseph Gatins vV ; 6

Co-District Leader
Georgia ForestWatch

Doug Mt

Doug Adamé,
Newsletter Editor, Rabun Chapter, Trouy Unlimited
By JG, with express permission d j’ &22, 07

petie Bvitint

Charlie Breithaupt,
Chairman, Georgia Council of Trout Unlimited
By JG, with express permissiondf 8/]22/ 07

YN T

Tom Mclnnis,

Chairman, South Carolina Council of Tf)ut nlimited
22

By JG, with express permission df &

Aot-Shick

Art Shick, -

o7

South Carolina Trout Unlimited & NLC Representative

By JG, with express pennission(-/f 8 «?3/ 07

BLN? ,/\/f%mhj

Buzz Williafrs;
Executive Director, Chattooga Conservancy

By JG, with express permission df g/ .2?/07
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David Bates,
Executive Director, Jackson-Macon Conservation Alliance

By JG, with express permission d j 5/22/07

344%&ﬁ%% é ke Bpm ford
Wrydtt Stevens and Mike ford
for the Whiteside Cove Association
By JG, with express permissiow & / 22//07

George Nk

George Nickas’
Wilderness Watch
By JG, with express permissiond j 5/ 2@/ 07

Bt Mardi

Brent Martin
The Wilderness Society

By JG, with express permission(:[j’ 5/ 2)7/ 07

el Biboe!

President, North Carolina Wildlife Federation
By JG, with express permission dg' %2/07

Jerry McCollufn - '
Georgia Wildlife Federation

By JG, with express permission Olf 5723 /07

Attachment:

Letters, studies, comments previously filed
with Sumter National Forest by members
of Friends of the Upper Chattooga, and

resubmitted for NEPA analysis and review, August 22, 2007
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August 22, 2007. Mike Bamford. “Concerns Regarding the Direction of the
Chattooga Analysis.”

July 28, 2007, Friends of the Upper Chattooga letter to Supervisor Thomas. List of
important factors necessary for proper scoping.

July 12, 2007. Whiteside Cove Association (Mike Bamford) letter to John Cleeves.
Comments on study submitted to Forest Service, “Capacity and Conflict on the
Upper Chattooga River.”

July 10, 2007. Doug Adams. Verbal comments submitted to the public hearing.
July 10, 2007. Doug Adams. Written comments submitted to the public hearing.
July 10, 2007. South Carolina TU (Tom Mclnnis) letter to John Cleeves at public
hearing. Importance of headwaters and preservation of wilderness character.

July 10, 2007. Georgia ForestWatch letter (Joseph Gatins) to Supervisor Thomas at
public hearing. List of significant issues.

July 10, 2007. Edwin Dale letter to Supervisor Thomas at public hearing. Raises
questions regarding process.

June 29, 2007, Friends of the Upper Chattooga letter to Supervisor Thomas. List of
biophysical and social issues requiring review prior to management action.

June 26, 2007. Doug Adams e-mail to Supervisor Thomas. List of items for
consideration prior to Standard Workshop of July 14.

June 25, 2007. Doug Adams e-mail to Tony White and John Cleeves. Comments on
the Upper Chattooga “decision environment.”

June 24, 2007. Doug Adams e-mail to Tony White and John Cleeves. Comments
regarding “Integrated Report” reference to angler’s diary.

June 22, 2007. Doug Adams e-mail to Tony White and John Cleeves. Comments on
aquatic habitat indicators for management standards.

June 19, 2007. Friends of the Upper Chattooga letter to Supervisor Thomas. Butch
Clay white paper re: the Upper Chattooga “decision environment.”

May 30, 2007. Friends of the Upper Chattooga to Supervisor Thomas. Mike
Bamford white paper, “Managing for the View of the Wild and Scenic Chattooga.”
May 3, 2007. ENSR Corporation letter (Kenneth Wagner, Ph.D.) to John Cleeves.
Comments on Chattooga studies.

May 3, 2007. Mike Bamford paper filed with Forest Service, “Concern regarding the
Chattooga River Expert Panel Field Assessment.”

May 3, 2007. Friends of the Upper Chattooga letter (McKenna Long & Alridge) to
Supervisor Thomas. Voice concern key recommendations not being followed,
including review of historic impacts of boating on lower Chattooga.

May 1, 2007. Friends of the Upper Chattooga report on Upper Chattooga scenery
impacts, “Beauty is in the Eye of the Beholder.”

April 30, 2007. Friends of the Upper Chattooga letter to Supervisor Thomas,
regarding tributaries and large woody debris. '

April 20, 2007, Friends of the Upper Chattooga letter to Supervisor Thomas.
Forwarding copy of Doug Adams “Point and Counterpoint” assembled April 17,
2007.

March 12, 2007. Georgia ForestWatch letter to US Fish and Wildlife Service and
copy to USDA Forest Service. Need to review incident of eastern Cougar in Upper
Chattooga corridor.
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December 15, 2006. Whiteside Cove Association report. “Chattooga Swimming in
North Carolina.”

November 30, 2006. Whiteside Cove Association report. “Relaxation or Creek
Boating — Not Both.”

November 9, 2006. Whiteside Cove Association report. “Access Limitations through
Road Closures.”

October 24, 2006. Friends of the Upper Chattooga letter to Supervisor Thomas.
NEPA concerns with study plans.

October 20, 2006. Whiteside Cove Association to John Cleeves. Concerns re:
Implementation plan.

October, 2006. James T. Costa letter to Supervisor Thomas. Degradation likely if
Upper Chattooga opened to boating.

October 6, 2006. Senior U.S. District Judge William C. O’Kelley order dismissing
American Whitewater suit seeking unlimited boating on Upper Chattooga, filed in
U.S. District Court, Gainesville, Georgia.

August, 2006. Friends of the Upper Chattooga letter to Supervisor Thomas.
Additional matters re: visitor capacity analysis.

July 20, 2006. Friends of the Upper Chattooga to Supervisor Thomas. Concerns re:
boater trials.

July 5, 2006. Friends of the Upper Chattooga amicus brief filed with U.S. District
Court, Gainesville, Georgia, in re: American Whitewater v. Dale Bosworth,
including affidavits from Max Gates and Jim Barrett.

May 10, 2006. Friends of the Upper Chattooga to Chief Dale Bosworth. Re:
American Whitewater’s threat to litigate issue.

April 28, 2006. Affidavit of Jim Barrett.

April 27, 2006. Friends of the Upper Chattooga letter to John Cleeves.
Incompatibility of creeking with solitude.

April 11, 2006. Friends of the Upper Chattooga letter to Supervisors Atkinson,
Hilliard and Thomas. Urging study of lower Chattooga to properly understand Upper
Chattooga.

April 10, 2006. Affidavit of Max Gates.

. January 10. 2006. Whiteside Cove Association statement, re: Creek boating.
December 27, 2005. Whiteside Cove Association letter to John Cleeves. Concerns
regarding physical carrying capacity of roads, parking lots and trails.

November 17, 2005. Georgia ForestWatch letter to John Cleeves. Concerns re:
study.

April 18, 1988. Boating on Yellowstone’s Rivers — An Analysis and Assessment,
prepared by U.S. Department of the Interior.



