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	Interested Parties

	 

	


Dear Interested Party:
The Pikes Peak Ranger District is pleased to release the Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for the South Rampart Travel Management Plan. We are now soliciting formal written comments on the three Draft Alternatives. This 30 day-comment period will end on Monday October 17, 2011. 

The Draft EA can be found on the internet at www.southrampart.net. Comments may maybe e-mailed to comment@southrampart.net.  Written comments should be mailed to: AECOM, Attn: South Rampart Draft EA, 240 E. Mountain Ave., Fort Collins, CO 80524. 

Printed copies of the document and CD versions of the Draft EA are available at the Pikes Peak Ranger District located at 601 South Weber Street in Colorado Springs. If you would like a copy mailed to you please contact our office at 719-636-1602. 

This process began in early 2009 and included several public meetings.  The Preferred Alternative B was defined and presented for comments in March of 2010.  The Preferred Alternative B that is presented in the Draft EA has not changed substantially from what was originally scoped. Two changes include a longer seasonal opening for Forest Road 346, Hotel Gulch in the Manitou Experimental Forest and a new location for the proposed trailhead in the Rainbow Falls Area.  The proposed Queens Canyon hiking trail was moved from Alternative B to Alternative C, due to potential impacts to wildlife. Alternative A remains as No Action and Alternative C has this one modification.

We encourage everyone to go to our dedicated web page at www.southrampart.net. In addition to the Draft EA, this site details the history of the project and public process to date. Maps for each Draft Alternative are also represented. We have also included complete Specialist’s Reports that were summarized in the Draft EA. If you do not have access to the internet and would like copies of this information mailed to you please contact our office. 

I would like to thank you for your time and involvement in this exciting project.  The Draft EA is your final opportunity for comment.   A Final Environmental Assessment and Decision is schedule to be completed by February 2012.  The Final EA will include responses to the comments submitted during this formal 30-day comment period.  Based on comments, the final decision(s) may vary from the Preferred Alternative B.

For additional information, please contact Frank M. Landis, Supervisory Outdoor Recreation Planner, by E-Mail at flandis@fs.fed.us or by phone at 719-477-4203.
Sincerely,

	
	

	/s/ Brent Botts
	 

	BRENT BOTTS
	 

	District Ranger
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