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REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
 
Species: Pleuraphis jamesii Torr.   James’ galleta 
SYNONYM: Hilaria jamesii (Torr.) Benth. [Harrington 1954; Dorn 1982; Great Plains Flora Association 1977; Sutherland 1991; Weber & Wittman 2001a, 
2001b] 
 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

C 
s-central WY, w ½ and se ¼ CO (reportedly absent from central CO), into sw-most KS. [Vouchers at KANU 
from Bent, Cheyenne, Crowley, Eagle, Kiowa, Las Animas, Lincoln, Mesa, Montrose, Otero Cos, CO; and 
Hamilton, Morton, Stanton, and Stevens Cos, KS.] Species reaches e limit of its range in w-most KS. 
Status: G5; KS S1. 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• Clark 1996 
• Clark & Crawford 2000 
• Freeman 2000 
• Freeman in prep. 
• Great Plains Flora Association 1977 
• Harrington 1954 
• Hartman 1997 
• Rubright 2000 
• Shaw et al. 1989 
• Sutherland 1991 
• Weber & Wittman 2001a 
• Weber & Wittman 2001b 

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

C 
Throughout much of UT, n and w through s-central WY, and the w ½ and sw ¼ CO (reportedly absent from 
central CO) into sw-most KS; thence s and w through w TX (?), NM, AZ, se CA and the s ½ of NV. Also in 
Mexico? 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• Barkworth in prep. 
• Correll & Johnston 1979 
• Cronquist et al. 1977 
• Great Plains Flora Association 1977 
• Hartman 1997 
• Martin & Hutchins 1980 

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

C 
Evaluator was unable to find any information on species’ dispersal capability. However, species is probably 
largely wind dipsersed and appears to occupy a range of habitats common in the sw part of R2 [rank C is 
qualified]. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

 

4 
Abundance in 

R2 
C 

Weber & Wittman cite species at “common on river benches and sagebrush stands in the lower valleys” of w 
CO (2001b) and “common on river benches and sagebrush stands, lower Arkansas River drainage from 
P[ueblo] to B[aca County]” in se CO (2001a). Observation of herbarium specimen labels reveals that, where 
it has been collected in R2, species is generally considered common by collectors, although sometimes 
reported as infrequent towards the e edge of its range.  
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• Weber & Wittman 2001a 
• Weber & Wittman 2001b 

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

B 

Evaluator was able to find no direct information on population trends within R2. Weber & Wittman cite 
species at “common” in both w and se CO. While Freeman was unable to locate historical populations in KS, 
he considered species extant in the Cimarron NG (where, incidentally, species’ presence may be the result 
of recent introduction through seeding programs). Species is reported to respond well to livestock grazing, a 
common management technique in habitats where it occurs. Observation of herbarium specimen labels at 
KANU reveals that, where it has been collected in R2, species is generally considered “common” by 
collectors.  
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• Freeman 1989 
• Weber & Wittman 2001a 
• Weber & Wittman 2001b 
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Species: Pleuraphis jamesii Torr.   James’ galleta 
SYNONYM: Hilaria jamesii (Torr.) Benth. [Harrington 1954; Dorn 1982; Great Plains Flora Association 1977; Sutherland 1991; Weber & Wittman 2001a, 
2001b] 
 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 
B 

Species is reported to occur at lower elevations in shortgrass prairies, pinyon-juniper woodlands, and “semi-
desert grasslands” (Freeman), on sandstone and limestone soils. Although evaluator found no information 
on habitat trends within any part of species’ range, it seems likely that –given the broad range of habitats 
species occupies– overall, quantity and quality of habitat are stable over the greater part of R2. 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• Freeman 1989 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

B 
Where species occurs in shortgrass prairies, habitat may be vulnerable to conversion to cropland. 
Elsewhere, on rockier soils, the primary use is probably for livestock grazing. Under moderate grazing, 
species’ habitat should be resilient. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

 

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

C 
Rhizomatous, perennial grass. Flowering late May through July; fruiting mid June through mid September. 
Species is reported to respond well to livestock grazing pressure, but not to fire (Freeman). 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• Freeman 1989 

Evaluator:  
Caleb A. Morse, R.L. McGregor Herbarium (KANU), University of Kansas Campus West, 2045 Constant Ave, Lawrence KS 66047 
 

Date:  12/29/01 

 
National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY (L)1 to occur:   
 

                                                 
1 Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of appearing on NFS lands. 
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Colorado NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 
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ly
 

Kansas NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

Li
ke

ly
 

Nebraska NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

Li
ke

ly
 

South Dakota 
NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

Li
ke

ly
 

Wyoming NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

Li
ke

ly
 

Arapaho-Roosevelt 
NF   Cimmaron NG X5  Samuel R.McKelvie 

NF   Black Hills NF   Shoshone NF   

White River NF X2     Halsey NF   Buffalo Gap NG   Bighorn NF   
Routt NF      Nebraska NF   Ft. Pierre NG   Black Hills NF   

Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

X3     Ogalala NG      Medicine Bow NF  X 

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG   
Rio Grande NF               

Pawnee NG               
Pike-San Isabel NF  X             

Comanche NG X4              
2   KANU catalog # 309356: CO, Eagle Co: ca 14 airmi W Eagle, Deep Creek, T4S R87W S25, Elev 6500 – 7000 ft, 27 May 1990, R.L Hartman 24850. 
3   KANU catalog # 186978: CO, Montrose Co: 7 mi NE Nucla, T47N R14W, 2 Sep 1947, W.A. Weber 3582 
4  KANU catalog # 186966: CO, Otero Co: 17 mi SW Timpas, 7 Jun 1972, S. Stephens 54325; KANU catalog # 186979: CO, Otero Co: 7 mi N Higbee, 7 Jun 1968, S. Stephens 22025 & R. 

Brooks 
5  Voucher specimens cited in Freeman (1989). 
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