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Date Started: 8/10/2011 
Cause:  Lightning 

Total Personnel:  221 
Residences: 60 threatened, 0 destroyed 

Size: 26,915 acres (13,236 on SCNF,13,679 on BNF) Commercial Property: 0 threatened; 0 destroyed 
Percent Contained:  0% 
Resources: 3 Helicopters;  
10 Engines; 5 Crews  
 

Outbuildings: 62 threatened; 0 destroyed  
Injuries to Date: 1 

Location: 
The Complex was comprised of two fires – the Saddle and Stud Fires – which merged on August 22nd into one 
fire which is burning on the Salmon-Challis and Bitterroot National Forests in Lemhi County, Idaho, and Ravalli 
County, Montana.  Portions of the fire are within the Frank-Church River of No Return Wilderness. 
 
Overview: 
MONTANA: The fire was not real active yesterday; crews continued to secure the perimeter by strengthening 
some holding lines.  Helicopter water drops were used to slow some “fingers” of fire that were burning faster 
down the hill than other areas.  The fire however did not move beyond the control boundaries.  The weather is 
predicted to be drier and warmer today, which may cause some previously undetected hot spots to show up.  
Firefighters will be monitoring the perimeter and putting out burning that could put protection areas at risk.   
Winds are expected to be light which will cause smoke to hang in the valley through most of the morning.  
 
The Smoke Monitoring Station near Painted Rocks Reservoir indicates moderate-good air quality for the last 
24 hours. On-line access to real-time smoke monitoring for the local area is available at; 
http://www.satguard.com/USFS/aqi.asp, once on the site select real time data, location Montana. 
 
CAMP TOUR: The Fire Team invites the public to the Incident Command Post/Fire Camp today (Sunday 
9/4/2011) at 2 pm.  Follow the West Fork Road to milepost 26 which is south of Painted Rocks 
reservoir. Turn  onto Coal Creek Road at the sign “Incident Base”.  Camp is a short distance from the 
West Fork Road.  Please park in the designated area.  
 
IDAHO:  There has been minimal increase in fire size due to the moderated weather conditions.  
 
Closures and Restrictions:  
The previously reported area closures are still in effect on both the Bitterroot and Salmon-Challis National 
Forests and to provide for public and firefighter safety. Hunters and recreationists should be aware of the 
closures as well as the potential for additional firefighting travel on the roads.  For additional information on the 
closure areas, as well as the entire Saddle Complex, visit www.inciweb.org/incident/2496, or contact the West 
Fork Ranger District (Bitterroot NF) at 406-821-3269 or North Fork Ranger District (Salmon-Challis NF) 
at 208-865-2700. 
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