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REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 

 
Species:  Carex concinna R. Br.  / low northern sedge/beautiful sedge  /  CACO10 
                            (Scientific Name/Common Name/National Code for Plants – USDA PLANTS) 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

AB nw WY, cent. CO, Black HIlls of SD. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank Medium  

• RM 2001, WYNDD 2001, 
Johnston 2001, SDNHD 2001, 
Spackman et al. 1997. 

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

C Boreal/subarctic North American species ranging across Canada from Nfdl. to AK, and 
south to MI, WI, SD, CO, OR. 
 
Confidence in Rank High  

• Hermann 1970, NatureServe 
2001. 

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

D No obvious dispersal mechanisms. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank Medium  

•  

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

AB CO:  3 occurrences.   
WY:  2 extant & 1 historic occurrences. 
SD:  4 collections (none recently verified, plus some questionable reports - see 
Hoffman & Alexander ). 
 
Confidence in Rank Medium  

• Spackman et al. 1997, WYNDD 
2001, SDNHD 2001,  Johnston 
2001.   

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

D Has never been reported as anything but rare in Black Hills. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank Medium  

• McIntosh 1931, Hayward 1928. 

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

D Typically inhabits moist, mossy, calcareous, spruce forests at 5,000 to 11,000 ft. (altho 
there are several references to "dry soil" - GPFA 1986, Harrington 1964, Van Bruggen 
1985). 
Not much commercial demand for spruce in R2 so has not been a target for logging 
altho there's been some type conversion to Ponderosa pine in Black Hills.  Fire 
suppresson has probably expanded some spruce types. 
 
Confidence in Rank  Medium  

• Hermann 1970, WYNDD 2001, 
SDNHD 2001. 
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Species:  Carex concinna R. Br.  / low northern sedge/beautiful sedge  /  CACO10 
                            (Scientific Name/Common Name/National Code for Plants – USDA PLANTS) 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

AB Rarity, in this case makes this one vulnerable.  The general habitat is perhaps 
somewhat vulnerable but this does not appear to be a species that occupies very 
much of this general habitat.   Whether it has some very specific habitat requiements 
that we humans can't perceive - or whether it's simply rare - represented by few 
isolated populations which are not colonizing any new habitat - we don't know. 
 
Or, is this thing just undercollected? - superficially it looks like several other little 
sedges, e.g. C. crawei, C. peckii. 
 
Confidence in Rank  Medium  

•  

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

D Perennial.  Vegetatively reproducing from tillers. 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank  Medium  

•  

Evaluator(s):  David J. Ode 
 
 

Date:  8 November, 2001 

 
 
National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY (L)1 to occur:   
 

                                                 
1 Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of 
appearing on NFS lands. 
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Species Name:  
Colorado NF/NG 

K
no
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n 

L
ik

el
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Kansas NF/NG  
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Nebraska NF/NG  

K
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South Dakota 
NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
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Wyoming NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
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Arapaho-Roosevelt NF  X Cimarron NG   Samuel R.McKelvie NF   Black Hills NF X  Shoshone NF X  
White River NF  X    Halsey NF   Buffalo Gap NG   Bighorn NF   
Routt NF      Nebraska NF   Ft. Pierre NG   Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

     Ogalala NG      Medicine Bow NF   

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG   
Rio Grande NF               
Pike-San Isabel NF X              
Comanche NG                
Pawnee NG               
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