
SPECIES EVALUATION 

1 

Carex lasiocarpa, Priority 1. Carex lasiocarpa Ehrhart (CALA11). slender sedge, woollyfruit sedge. CNHP G5 / S1, Track A 
G5 N?. CO S1,  NE S?. ARP-Estes-Poudre, Redfeather, MBR-Parks 

Criteria Rank 
Confi- 
dence Rationale Sources of Information 

1 
Distribution 

within R2 
B M 

Many more localities remain to be discovered. The existence of Carex lasiocarpa in 
the Rocky Mountains has been known for only about the last decade, and no searches 
have been done for populations of this species; so the distribution map shown below is 
very incomplete.  

By chance, I have found three new locations for it this year, and in each location, it 
would have been identified as C. lanuginosa until recently. I expect many more 
occurrences remain to be discovered. So the true rank should be C, but with low 
confidence because we don’t have the data yet. 

Rocky Mountain Herbarium 1998, 
specimens at COLO and RM, Dorn 2001, 
Weber and Wittmann 2001b. 

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

C H 
Distribution from Alaska across Canada, and across northern Eurasia; in British 

Columbia and down the Rocky Mountains. 
Hultén 1968. 

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

C L 
Perigynia are pubescent and easily carried by wind, water, or animals. Seeds of many 

sedge species have long viability in the soil. 
My observations, Hermann 1970. 

4 
Abundance in 

R2 
B L 

Carex lasiocarpa is at present with few records in the Rocky Mountain Region, but 
to my knowledge no one has searched for it. 

Rocky Mountain Herbarium 1998, 
specimens at COLO and RM, Dorn 2001, 
Weber and Wittmann 2001b, Hermann 1970. 

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

D H 
As far as I know, no one has studied the populations of this species in R2.  

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 
B M 

The habitats where Carex lasiocarpa has been observed seem healthy and stable, 
even in a drought year. 

My observations. 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability or  
Modification 

B M 

Subalpine fens and willow carrs. 
These are areas that are vulnerable to human recreational use or livestock grazing, if 

such use becomes more than moderate in the area. These riparian areas and wetlands 
are sometimes difficult to rehabilitate. 

Weber and Wittmann 2001b, my 
observations, Mitsch and Gosselink 1993. 

8 
Life History and 
Demographics 

D M 
Very little known about life history of Carex lasiocarpa in the Rocky Mountains, and 

even less about demographics. 
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National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY (L)* to occur:   
*. Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of appearing on NFS lands. 
COLORADO NF/NG K L  K L  K L 
Arapaho-Roosevelt NF K  NEBRASKA NF/NG    WYOMING NF/NG   
White River NF   Samuel R. McKelvie NF   Shoshone NF K  
Routt NF   Halsey NF   Bighorn NF K  
Grand Mesa Uncompahgre Gunnison NF K  Nebraska NF   Black Hills NF   
San Juan NF   Ogalala NG   Medicine Bow NF   
Rio Grande NF   SOUTH DAKOTA NF/NG   Thunder Basin NG   
Pike-San Isabel NF   Black Hills NF   KANSAS NF/NG    
Comanche NG    Buffalo Gap NG   Cimarron NG   
Pawnee NG   Ft. Pierre NG      
 
 Taxonomy. The presence of Carex lasiocarpa in this Region has only been detected recently. It is closely 
related to Carex lanuginosa, from which it seems to be distinct. Several older botanists have proposed that C. 
lanuginosa be reduced to a variety or subspecies under C. lasiocarpa, the older name. 
 Discussion. Little is known about this species in the Rocky Mountains, but we do know it has not been 
searched for, and the distribution is far from complete. The species is widespread, yet it grows in highly 
sensitive and vulnerable habitats. Not enough is known about Carex lasiocarpa in the Rocky Mountains to 
determine its viability status, but what we do know suggests that when the distribution and populations are 
better known, it will be without viability concerns. I believe that conservation of these wetlands through better 
management would be a much better goal than species conservation in this case. 
 
References 
Albee, Beverly J.; Leila M. Shultz; and Sherel Goodrich. 1988. Atlas of the Vascular Plants of Utah. Utah 

Museum of Natural History. 
http://www.nr.usu.edu/Geography-Department/utgeog/utvatlas/ut-vascatlas.html, accessed September, 
2002. 

Harrington, Harold D. 1954. Manual of the plants of Colorado: For the identification of the ferns and flowering 
plants of the state. Denver, CO: Sage Books. 666 pp. 

Hermann, Frederick J. 1970. Manual of the Carices of the Rocky Mountains and Colorado Basin. Agriculture 
Handbook No. 374, 397 pp. Washington, DC: USDA Forest Service.  

Hultén, Eric . 1968. Flora of Alaska and neighboring territories. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1008 
pp, 

Johnston, Barry C. Field guide to sedge species of the Rocky Mountain Region. Publication R2-RR-01-03, 318 
pp. Denver, CO: USDA Forest Service, Renewable Resources. 

Mitsch, William J.; and James G. Gosselink. 1993. Wetlands, Second Edition. New York, NY: John Wiley and 
Sons, 722 pp. 

Rocky Mountain Herbarium. 1998. Atlas of the vascular plants of Wyoming. 
http://www.esb.utexas.edu/tchumley/wyomap/atlas.htm, accessed September, 2002. 

Weber, William A.; and Ronald C. Wittmann. 2000. Catalog of the Colorado flora: A biodiversity baseline. 
Boulder, CO: University of Colorado Museum. Revised March 11, 2000. 
http://www.colorado.edu/CUMUSEUM/research/botany/Catalog/Catalog.htm, downloaded September, 
2002. 

Weber, William A.; and Ronald C. Wittmann. 2001a. Colorado flora: Western slope, Third Edition. Niwot, CO: Colorado Associated University Press. 488 pp. 
Weber, William A.; and Ronald C. Wittmann. 2001b. Colorado flora: Eastern Slope, Third Edition. Boulder, CO: University Press of Colorado. 521 pp. 
 
 
 Author and date: Barry C. Johnston, Botanist, Grand Mesa-Uncompahgre-Gunnison National Forests, 216 N. Colorado St., Gunnison, CO 81230-2197. (970) 
642-4467. bcjohnston@fs.fed.us. Last modified September 25, 2002. 

 
 

Formatted

Formatted


