
Region 2 Sensitive Species List 
 

 
Blanding’s Turtle (Emydoidea blandingii) 
 
Recommendation Rationale: Sensitive Species 
 
Although ranked as apparently secure in Nebraska, on the western periphery of the 
species range, it is ranked vulnerable or imperiled throughout much of the Great Lakes 
and northeastern portions of its range. As such, Blanding’s turtle is considered to be 
moderately threatened range wide. The species is on its western periphery in R2, likely 
found only on two NFS units - the Samuel R. McKelvie and Halsey National Forests in 
Nebraska. Because the species is considered moderately threatened range wide, we 
believe we have an obligation to provide as much protection as possible where the 
species occurs on our units. Therefore, we have concluded the species warrants 
Regional sensitive species status. 
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