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Recommendation: Not R2 SS, but consider for Other Emphasis Species Lists 
 
 
 
 
 
Rationale: R2 is on the western periphery of the species range, where it is found in 
portions of Kansas, Nebraska, and South Dakota.  Inhabits the primary river systems of 
Kansas, but does not occur on the Cimarron.  May occur on the Samuel R McKelvie and 
Halsey National Forests in Nebraska, and the Ft. Pierre NG in South Dakota.  It most 
typically occurs in permanent sandy/muddy rivers, may be locally common in some places.  
Because it prefers to nest in sandy river banks, it is vulnerable to hydrological and 
morphological modification of river/stream systems, as well as certain recreational activities 
(e.g., off-road use) during nesting periods.   
 
Overall, the species does not appear to justify sensitive species status.  However, because of 
potential vulnerability of nesting habitats, we recommend that potentially occupied eastern 
units assess the presence and vulnerability of the species in and near those units.  Where 
vulnerability is determined, special local management status should be considered. 
 
 
 
Note:  In addition to the evaluator’s references, also referred to are biodiversity 
documentation at Natureserve.com; Wyoming biodiversity Node; Hammerson 1999; data of 
the Colorado Herpetological Society. 


