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Lying on the Montana-Wyoming 
border in the Shoshone, Gallatin, 
and Custer National Forests, the 
Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness 
is the juncture of two mountain 
ranges with differing geologic 
types. The Absaroka Range 
(prounounced ab-ZORE-kuh, the 
Crow Indian word for “crow”) is of 
volcanic origin, while the Beartooth 
Range (named for a spike of rock 
resembling a bear’s tooth) is granitic 
in formation.
The extremely rugged and 
picturesque topography contains 
hundreds of lakes, high-rolling 
plateaus, and deep, glacier-carved 
valleys. Granite Peak, Montana’s 
highest point at 12,799 ft/3,901 m, is 
located near the Wyoming-Montana 
border. This area also is known 
for several “grasshopper glaciers,” 
glaciers containing millions of 
grasshoppers frozen in ice.

Quick Facts

Ac/ha: 943,626/381,871 
(23,750 ac/9,611 ha on the 
Shoshone)

Year established: 1984

The Shoshone National Forest encompasses all or parts of five designated wilderness areas, totaling 
1,379,048 acres of wilderness. Wilderness areas are designated by Congress for preservation and protection 
of the area’s natural conditions and primeval characteristics and influences, rather than human influences.  
These lands provide outstanding opportunties for solitude and primitive (non-motorized/non-mechanized) 

recreation. Visitors can enjoy pristine lakes, tumbling waterfalls, slopes awash in wildflowers, cloud-
shrouded peaks, glacier-carved valleys, and a plethora of wildlife.

Popo Agie Wilderness 
Stretching out over 101,870 ac/41,225 ha of very rugged 
topography in the Wind River Range, the Popo Agie 
Wilderness (pronounced puh-
PO-zha, meaning “beginning 
of the waters” in the Crow 
language) has high jagged 
peaks separating beautiful 
streams in deep, narrow 
valleys. Perennial snowfields 
dot the Continental Divide running through this wilderness. 
More than 20 summits reach above 12,000 ft/3,657 m in 
elevation, with Wind River Peak, at 13,192 ft/4,020 m,  
being the highest. 
Over 300 lakes and ponds grace the area. The headwaters of 
the Middle Fork Popo Agie, North Fork Popo Agie, and South 
Fork Little Wind Rivers originate here. All are tributaries of the 
Wind River.
Rugged, picturesque 
formations, such 
as the Cirque 
of the Towers, 
attract climbers, 
photographers, 
backpackers, and pack 
and saddle stock users 
to this scenic and 
challenging area.

Named in honor 
of Chief Washakie, a 
leader of the Shoshoni Indians, the Washakie Wilderness 
encompasses 704,274 ac/285,112 ha in the southern 
Absaroka Mountains. It is characterized by deep, narrow 
valleys exposing volcanic strata. 
Broad, flat-topped mountains and plateaus separate 
canyons. This volcanic material, much of which is 
deposited in horizontal layers, is unstable and highly 
erodible, which results in steplike cliffs and buttes. 
These unusual geologic formations, along with petrified 
remains of forests and abundant wildlife, are the main 
attractions of the Washakie.

North Absaroka 
Wilderness
Rugged volcanic 
mountains dissected by 
numerous creeks forming 
huge drainages - typical scenes of the 350,488 
ac/141,837 ha of the North Absaroka Wilderness. 
During summer rainstorms, tons of erodible 
material turn the waterways into frothing rivers 
of mud. Water comes off the slopes quickly, 
and flash floods and fast-flowing high water are 
hazards for the traveler. Trail distances are vast, 
and trails can be steep and narrow. Travelers can 
expect to encounter washouts, fallen trees, and 
loose rock on the trails. Because of the volcanic 
geology, there are only a handful of small lakes.

Quick Facts

Ac/ha: 101,870/41,225
Year established: 1984

Quick Facts

Ac/ha: 350,488/141,837
Year established: 1964

Quick Facts

Ac/ha: 704,274/285,112
Year established: 1964
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Fitzpatrick Wilderness 
Named for Tom Fitzpatrick, a mountain 
man and partner of Jim Bridger, these 
198,525 ac/80,340 ha of immeasurable 
magnificence in the Wind River Range 
were carved out of granite and limestone 
by glaciers and glacial streams. 
The Fitzpatrick has 44 active glaciers. 

Gannett Peak, Wyoming’s highest point at 13,804 ft/4,208 m, is flanked by 
three of the largest of these glaciers. It is one of 25 peaks in the area that 
tower above 13,000 ft/3,962 m. Adding to the beauty and variety of the 
Fitzpatrick are alpine meadows, numerous lakes, rock-covered plateaus, 
precipitous canyons, and meandering streams. 

Quick Facts

Ac/ha: 198,525/80,340
Year established: 1976
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Leave No Trace: Enjoy your visit, but please 
travel and camp with care. These special 

places are very fragile and easily damaged. 
Practice these Leave No Trace ethics when 

visiting these wilderness areas:
Plan ahead and prepare• 
Camp and travel on durable surfaces• 
Dispose of waste properly• 
Leave what you find• 
Minimize campfire impacts• 
Respect wildlife• 
Be considerate of other visitors• 

For a more in-depth discussion of these principles, 
visit lnt.org/programs/principles.
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The vast resources of the Shoshone National Forest belong to all Americans. These resources 
must rely on the stewardship of all of us if they are to be sustained for future generations.


