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Recommendation Rationale 
Lycopodium complanatum is found only in the Black Hills National Forest in Region 2.  
The species range is the northern most tier of states in the United States and across most 
of Canada.  The occurrences in the Black Hills are widely disjunct from the main range, 
with the nearest occurrences in northwestern Montana, Northern Minnesota and southern 
Saskatchewan.  Currently, six populations are known from the Black Hills, with 3 
occurring on private land, and the other 3 occurring on Forest Service administered land, 
with populations divided between South Dakota and Wyoming.  There are no apparent 
ongoing risks to this species, but with only three small populations on public lands, 
random events such as drought or fire could eradicate this species entirely from Region 2.  
This species may require disturbance to establish new populations, but with only three 
widely scattered populations in Region 2, it is uncertain if spores would reach newly 
created habitat even if nothing happens to the know locations, given the extreme disjunct 
nature of the populations in Region 2.  We recommend that this species be ranked as R2 
sensitive based on the low number of occurrences, small populations and the disjunct 
nature of the occurrences. 
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