
 
R2 Individual Species Recommendations 

 
TAXON Scientific Name Common Name 
PP Athyrium filix-femina (Subarctic lady-fern) 
 
FWS FS BLM 
 R1  
 
Grank CO S Rank WY S Rank SD S Rank NE S Rank KS S Rank 
G5 N5 S? S3 SR SH S1 
 
 CO Status WY Status SD Status NE Status KS Status 
      
 
IUCN PIF – Area Importance PIF – Population Trend  
    
 
FS Experts assigned Species Evaluation Non-NFS Experts assigned Species Evaluations 
 
 

David Ode, SDNHP; Bonnie Heidel & Scott 
Laursen, WYNDD; Caleb Morse, KANU 

 
Sensitive Species Recommendation                (Please check 1 box below) 
 
 R2 Sensitive Species (SS) X Not R2 SS, but should be considered for other Emphasis Species 

Lists 
 
 Not R2 SS and Not of Concern Now  Insufficient Information Available to make a 

recommendation 
 
Recommendation Rationale 
 
Athyrium felix-femina is a circumpolar species, which is widespread in the United States 
and Canada.  Within R2, it occurs in all five states.  The NRCS “PLANTS” database 
recognizes three subspecies.  There appears to be some disagreement among taxonomic 
experts about the distribution of the varieties or subspecies.  The species occurs in an 
array of wet habitats ranging from moist thickets and wet meadows, to streambanks and 
bogs, all of which are vulnerable to alteration by FS management activities.  Both natural 
conditions and anthropogenic alteration also contribute to a patchy distribution.  
Consequently, it may be assumed that habitat alteration and fragmentation have lead to, 
and will continue to lead to, localized extirpations and overall reduction in occupied area.  
There is, however, no information provided that leads us to believe there is a threat to 
persistence and viability across the Region.  Therefore, we recommend this species not be 
listed Regionally, but instead be considered as a species of local concern where localized 
problems exist. 
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