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REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
 
Species: Holbrookia maculata – lesser earless lizard 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

B H. holbrookia is found in relatively flat (70m max relief), low (below 6000ft.) sandy  or 
gravelly areas along streams, plains grassland and mixed grass prairie having sparse 
ground cover, yucca dominated areas, prairie dog towns and other areas with a 
moderate degree of exposed soil. These habitat requirements preclude much of R2 
from habitation of this species. Most likely found in the national grasslands and lower 
elevation fringe areas of a few national forests.  
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• 1,3,4,5,7,8 

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

C Bulk of distribution in lower elevation, hot, dry areas outside of R2. Distribution from 
southern South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, eastern Colorado, western Oklahoma, 
north Texas, across New Mexico and parts of Arizona, and south through the western 
mainland of Mexico.  
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• 1,3,7,9 

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

B Small reptiles in general do not have great dispersal capabilities. Due to habitat 
requirements, H. maculata likely disperses only through suitable habitat. They have a 
very small home range and are not likely to wander widely.  
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• 3,7,9 

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

B Uncommon due to limited distribution in R2. Can be common in appropriate habitat.  
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

•  

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

D Due to limited distribution and peripheral status in R2, as well as no monitoring data, 
population trend unknown.  
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

•  

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

C H. maculata is tolerant of and partially dependent upon disturbances, such as fire and 
cattle/bison grazing, and these disturbances will likely continue to the same degree 
into the foreseeable future. Although pristine habitat is not required, this species is 
reduced or absent from areas that are subject to large-scale cultivation, which 
increases groundcover.  
 
Confidence in Rank Low 

• 3 
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Species: Holbrookia maculata – lesser earless lizard 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

C Habitat in some areas may be vulnerable to large-scale intense cultivation, but much 
of the appropriate landscape for this species is inappropriate for such activities and 
large amounts of habitat remain.  
 
Confidence in Rank Low 

• 3 

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

A Small clutch of 3-6 eggs and low survivorship during first year (4-33%), but 50% of 
yearlings survive to at least the 3rd year. High turnover rate- most breeders are 
yearlings.  This species would likely disappear in response to a disturbance event.  
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• 3 

Initial Evaluator(s): Jason Bennett, Biologist, Wyoming Natural Diversity Database Date: 09/24/2001 

 
1. Wyoming Natural Diversity Database, 2001. 
2. Colorado GAP species distribution models: http://ndis.nrel.colostate.edu/cogap/cogaphome.html. 
3. Hammerson, G.A. 1999. Amphibians and reptiles in Colorado. A Colorado field guide. Second Edition. University Press of Colorado and Colorado Division of 

Wildlife. 
4. Merrill, E.H., T.W. Kohley, and M.E. Herdendorf. 1996. Wyoming Gap Analysis terrestrial vertebrate species map atlas. Wyoming Cooperative Fish and 

Wildlife Unit, University of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming. 982 pp. in 2 volumes. 
5. Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Wildlife Divion. 1997. Atlas of birds, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians in Wyoming. Produced by the Biological 

Services Section, Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Non Game Program, Lander, Wyoming, November 1997. 
6. Colorado County Orrurrence/Abundance Site. http://ndis.nrel.colostate.edu/ndis/counyab  
7. Baxter, G.T. and M.D. Stone. 1980. Amphibians and Reptiles of Wyoming. Wyoming Game and Fish Department. Second edition. 
8. South Dakota GAP Analysis Program: http://wfs.sdstate.edu/sdgap/sdgap.htm  
9. Stebbins, R.C. 1985. Western Reptiles and Amphibians. Peterson Field Guides. Houghton Mifflin Co. Boston. 
 
 
National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)1 to occur:   
 
 

                                                 
1 Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of 
appearing on NFS lands. 
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Arapaho-Roosevelt NF  Y Cimmaron NG Y  Samuel R.McKelvie NF  * Black Hills NF   Shoshone NF   
White River NF      Halsey NF  * Buffalo Gap NG  Y Bighorn NF   
Routt NF      Nebraska NF  * Ft. Pierre NG   Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

     Ogalala NG  Y    Medicine Bow NF   

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG   
Rio Grande NF               
Pike-San Isabel NF  Y             
Comanche NG  Y              
Pawnee NG Y              
 
*Within range. Likely only if area contains appropriate habitat. 


