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REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
 
Species: Apalone spinifera (Linnaeus 1827) – spiny softshell 
Comments: Much of the recent literature is found under the name Trionyx spiniferus. There is continuing debate in the literature regarding the correct 
generic allocation (e.g., Webb 1990) for this turtle. 
Although 6 subspecies of this widespread turtle are recognized in North America north of Mexico, only the western spiny softshell, A. S. hartwegi, occurs 
in R2. 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

B Widespread in eastern portions of R2 (KS; NE); reaching western limits of range in 
larger rivers and reservoirs of western portions of R2 (CO, WY). 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• Caldwell and Collins 1981 
• Conant and Collins 1998 
• Ernst et al. 1994 

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

C Wide distribution outside of R2; throughout Eastern North America. 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• Conant and Collins 1998 
• Ernst et al. 1994 

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

B Highly aquatic turtle with limited overland dispersal capabilities. 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• Ernst et al. 1994 

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

C Common to abundant in suitable habitat. 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• Baxter and Stone 1980 
• Caldwell and Collins 1981 
• Collins 1982 
• Ernst et al. 1994 
• Hammerson 1999 
• Lynch 1985 

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

B Common to abundant in suitable habitat. 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• Baxter and Stone 1980 
• Caldwell and Collins 1981 
• Collins 1982 
• Ernst et al. 1994 
• Hammerson 1999 
• Lynch 1985 

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

B Habitat is riverine. Also inhabits marshy creeks, oxbow lakes, and large 
impoundments. These habitats are relatively stable in R2. 
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• Ernst et al. 1994 
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Species: Apalone spinifera (Linnaeus 1827) – spiny softshell 
Comments: Much of the recent literature is found under the name Trionyx spiniferus. There is continuing debate in the literature regarding the correct 
generic allocation (e.g., Webb 1990) for this turtle. 
Although 6 subspecies of this widespread turtle are recognized in North America north of Mexico, only the western spiny softshell, A. S. hartwegi, occurs 
in R2. 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

D Aquatic habitat is generally vulnerable and subject to pollution from a number of 
sources. However, these turtles generally occupy larger water bodies that are less 
subject to long-term modification OR the species is able to persist in highly 
environmentally disturbed areas. 
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• Hammerson 1999 

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

C Softshell turtles are primarily carnivorous, consuming a wide variety of animal protein. 
 
Clutch size averages 12-18 (4-39) depending upon female size. 
 
Predation rates on eggs and hatchlings high; low on adults. 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• Ernst et al. 1994 

Initial Evaluator(s): Charles W. Painter, Endangered Species Program, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, Santa 
Fe, New Mexico 87504 
 

Date:  
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National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)1 to occur:   
 
 
Colorado NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Kansas NF/NG  

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Nebraska NF/NG  

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

South Dakota 
NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Wyoming NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Arapaho-Roosevelt NF N N Cimmaron NG N Y Samuel R.McKelvie NF N N Black Hills NF N N Shoshone NF N N 
White River NF N N    Halsey NF N N Buffalo Gap NG N N Bighorn NF N Y 
Routt NF N N    Nebraska NF N N Ft. Pierre NG N N Black Hills NF N N 
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

N N    Ogalala NG N N    Medicine Bow NF N N 

San Juan NF N N          Thunder Basin NG Y Y 
Rio Grande NF N N             
Pike-San Isabel NF N N             
Comanche NG  Y              
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