
ATTACHMENT SS2 

USDA-Forest Service R2 Sensitive Species Evaluation Form      Page 1 of 3 

REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
 
Species: Polypodium hesperium / Western Polypody 
 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

DA 
 

Prior to the recognition of Polypodium saximontanum as a distinct species (Windham 
1993), collections of it from Wyoming were referred to as P. hesperium. The latter 
species is not known from Wyoming, but it is known from western Colorado. 

• Dorn 2001 
• Smith 1993 
• Windham 1993 

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

 
 

   

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

    

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

AD Western polypody is not known from Wyoming. It is ranked “S1” in Colorado. • NatureServe 2002 

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

    

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

   

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 
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Species: Polypodium hesperium / Western Polypody 
 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

    

Initial Evaluator(s):   
Bonnie Heidel 

Date: 8 July 2002   

 
National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)1 to occur:   
Colorado NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Kansas NF/NG  

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Nebraska NF/NG  

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

South Dakota 
NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Wyoming NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Arapaho-Roosevelt NF   Cimmaron NG   Samuel R.McKelvie NF   Black Hills NF   Shoshone NF   
White River NF      Halsey NF   Buffalo Gap NG   Bighorn NF   
Routt NF      Nebraska NF   Ft. Pierre NG   Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

     Ogalala NG      Medicine Bow NF   

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG   
Rio Grande NF               
Pike-San Isabel NF               
Comanche NG                
Literature cited 
Dorn, R.D. 2001. Vascular Plants of Wyoming, third edition. Mountain West Publishing, Cheyenne, WY. 
 
NatureServe.  2002.  Explorer – an encyclopedia of life.  Plant and animal data posted at www.natureserveexplorer.org, Arlington, VA. 
 
Windham, M.D. New taxa and nomenclatural changes in the North American fern flora. Contr. Univ. Michigan Herb. 19:31-61. 
 
Smith, A. R. 1993. Polypodiaceae. In: Flora of North America, Vol. 2 Pteridophytes and Gymnosperms. Flora of North America Editorial Committee. 
Oxford University Press, New York.   

                                                 
1 Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of 
appearing on NFS lands. 
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