
Superior National Forest 
The golden-rod is yellow;  
The corn is turning brown; 
The trees in apple orchards 
With fruit are bending down.  
 
 -   Helen Hunt Jackson 

The warm dry winds sweeping the forest this 
past week spelled the end of what many might 
consider the peak of fall colors, but it also 
started what I think is one of my favorite times of year.  Between the fall of the 
leaves and the first snow is a period of relaxed waiting.  There is a feeling of 
satisfaction in the air - the work of 
preparation for winter is done, but the 

hardships of the cold weather have yet to 
begin.  With the sun finding its way to the 
forest floor for the first time since spring and 
warming rocks to just the right temperature 
to sit on, it is the best season to take a 
favorite book outdoors and curl up in a warm 
spot and relax.  There are no bugs to swat 
and no sweat to wipe off, but there are also 
no mittens to deal with, and no danger of 
freezing exposed flesh.  Instead, there is just 
warmth and contentment.  Nature seems to 
relax and use her winds to playfully stir the 
leaves on the ground, taking a moment to say 
that this fall was a job well done.  Oh, there are 
a few more leaves to fall, and animals are still 

adding to winter stockpiles, but it is all 
icing on the cake at this point.  This calm 
time between seasons is the best for me 
and others that like the icing better than 
the cake. 
 
You will be hard pressed to find a maple 
with leaves still on it in the forest.  Some of the aspen and birch are still hanging 
on though, and the tamaracks are a beautiful golden color.  A view across the 
woods shows islands of gold and green against grays and browns.  The much 
vaunted peak might have passed, but it is lovely outside.  Even if you live in 

town, take a moment to share the 
satisfaction that the harvest is in, 
the vegetables are put up, the 
cider is made, the screens are 
down, and the storm windows are 
up.  Pack a few apples in your 
bag, maybe take a sample of the 
Halloween candy you bought 
(just to test it), and perhaps throw 
in a good book.  Then, find a nice 
warm rock in the sun. 
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The peak is past:   
Honeymoon Trail, October 11, 2011 

Temperance River Campground 

Aspen and birch 

Indian summer haze 

Tamaracks Shadows 

Hawthorn 

Ruffed Grouse 
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