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Coconino National Forest Plan Revision 
Frequently Asked Questions  

 
Q:  Why does the Forest Plan need to be revised? 
A.  The current Forest Plan was approved in 1987 and amended multiple times.  There is also a 
need for a new plan that takes into account changes in:  public values and expectations; 
recreation demand and type; demographic and development patterns; and natural resource 
policy and recent science. 
 
Q:  How will the revised Forest Plan be different from the existing plan? 
A.  The existing plan is tactical and prescriptive in nature, and in some places it describes in 
detail the work that needs to be done at the project-level and in other places there is little 
direction.  The revised plan will be strategic and visionary in nature.  It will describe the desired 
conditions that the Forest should move toward and will leave the specifics for project-level 
planning.  
 
The strategic nature of the revised Forest Plan is intended to provide the flexibility and 
adaptability necessary to move toward desired conditions developed by the Forest Service with 
stakeholders during the plan revision process. 

 
Q:  Why is the Forest Plan revision process so lengthy?   
A.  In order to create a plan that best integrates the forest’s natural resources and species 
needs with desires and needs of people using the forest, it is important that all facets of forest 
use be considered.  Furthermore, the revision process has taken longer than we initially 
anticipated because of two, separate court rulings which have overturned the planning rules we 
were operating under at the time.   Using the aggressive timeline designated by the Forest 
Supervisor, we are currently on-track to release the Final Environmental Analysis (Final EIS) and 
Record of Decision in late Fall 2012.   
 
Q.  How will my public comments be used in the plan revision process? 
A:  At this stage of the process, the plan revision Core Team will consider public comment for 
inclusion in the draft revised Forest Plan and/or alternatives to the draft revised Forest Plan.  
The public feedback received in the March public meetings will be considered in both refining 
the draft revised plan and in developing alternatives to draft revised Forest Plan. 
 
While we always accept public comments, we ask that all comments directly related to the 
March public meetings be submitted no later than March 14, 2011, to ensure that they are 
considered for inclusion in the draft revised Forest Plan and/or alternatives to the draft revised 
Forest Plan. 
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Q:  What is the difference between the draft revised Forest Plan and alternatives to 
the draft revised Forest Plan? 
A.  The draft revised Forest lan has been refined from the initial draft plan presented to the 
public in November 2010.  The substantive feedback and input we will receive on the February 
2011 version of the plan that does not fit well in the draft revised version of the plan (due to 
conflicting interests, etc.) will be used to develop alternatives to the draft revised plan.  In this 
way, the public has input into the draft revised Forest Plan as well as the alternatives to the 
draft revised Forest Plan. 
 
Q:  Do alternatives to the draft revised Forest Plan receive the same consideration that 
the draft revised Forest Plan receives? 
A.  Yes, both the draft revised Forest Plan and the alternatives to the draft revised Forest Plan 
are considered equally during the review process.  Alternatives are complete and 
comprehensive Forest Plans in their own right and are as likely as the draft revised Forest Plan 
to be chosen as the final Forest Plan.  
 
Q:  How will the Forest Plan relate to site-specific concerns (e.g. new trail locations)?  
How does Travel Management relate to the Forest Plan? 
A.  The Forest Plan provides strategic vision and guidance; however, additional site-specific 
evaluations would be necessary to implement any activities on the ground.  As Travel 
Management will determine particular roads and trails on the Forest, it is a site-specific 
evaluation and is, therefore, separate from the Forest Plan.  The revised draft Forest Plan 
currently assumes that the Coconino NF’s Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) will be published 
before the final Forest Plan.  Therefore, the direction would guide future adjustments to that 
MVUM. 
 
Q. Have all the Wilderness areas in the Coconino National Forest been decided? 
A.  In September 2010 the Coconino Leadership Team (CLT) decided three additional 
Wilderness areas (Strawberry Crater, Walker Mountain and Davey’s) will be included in the 
initial draft revised Forest Plan.  Importantly, the other seven potential wilderness areas that 
were considered for inclusion in the initial draft revised plan have not been dismissed and may 
be considered in an alternative to the draft revised plan.  If any of these areas are 
recommended as wilderness in the final Forest Plan, Congress may designate the area as 
wilderness, and if they choose not to, the area(s) would continue to be managed for wilderness 
character. 

The CLT also decided that due to public interest, the Forest is further evaluating the following 
Potential Wilderness Areas:  Abineau, Whitehorse, Bismark, Deadwood Draw, and Tin Can.  
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Further information on all of these areas may be found in various wilderness documents 
available on the Forest Plan revision “Documents” web site 
(http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/coconino/projects/plan-revision/index.shtml).  The most up-to-date 
version of the Potential Wilderness Evaluation Report is also available for public input until 
March 14, 2011. 

Q.  What are the next opportunities to participate in the Forest Plan revision process? 
A.    We encourage your participation in this round of public meetings and also look forward to 
receiving feedback during the 90 day comment period following the release of the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (expected Winter 2012).  Please note that while comments 
received following public meetings and during the comment period are particularly useful, the 
Forest Plan Revision Core Team welcomes public comments throughout all stages of the 
planning process.  Any comments received will be considered in subsequent steps of the 
revision process. 
 
Q.  How can I learn more about Forest Plan revision?  Is it possible to follow the 
progress of the plan as the Plan Revision Team moves forward? 
A.  To learn more about Forest Plan Revision, please visit the Coconino National Forest Plan 
revision web site at http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/coconino/plan-revision.shtml.  The site houses a 
copy of documents related to the Forest Plan Revision process, the current plan from 1987, and 
important links to regional and national planning web sites.  
 
For those who would like to track the progress of Forest Plan revision, monthly status updates 
are posted on the web site listed above.  Additionally, please consider subscribing to the Forest 
Plan revision mailing list to ensure you receive status updates and timely notices of public 
participation opportunities.  If interested in subscribing, email your contact information to the 
Forest Plan Revision Core Team (coconino_national_forest_plan_revision_team@fs.fed.us) or 
contact Ms. Yewah Lau, Forest Planner, via phone at 928-527-3411. 
 

Q.  I’ve heard that a new Planning Rule was recently proposed by the Forest Service.  
Will this rule affect the Coconino National Forest’s ongoing plan revision process? 
A.  Because the new planning rule is not yet final, we're conducting our plan revision effort 
under the planning rule currently in effect. The current planning rule may be found here: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/emc/nfma/includes/nfmareg.html. Once the new planning rule becomes 
effective, the Coconino National Forest will consider ways to incorporate concepts from the 
new planning rule. For those interested in learning more about the proposed planning rule, 
please visit the following web site:  http://fs.usda.gov/planningrule.  
 

Q. Who may I contact if I have additional questions? 
A.  For general Forest Plan revision inquiries, contact Ms. Yewah Lau via phone at 928-527-3411 
or via email at coconino_national_forest_plan_revision_team@fs.fed.us. 
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