Summary of Comments Received and from First Round
of Public Meetings, as of October 31, 2006

Decision Making Processes and Methods. Collaboration and cooperation between the Forest Service
and other agencies and organizations is recognized as being beneficial to everyone involved, though
people state that there needs to be more collaboration across ownership boundaries. Many people like the
ease of communication and the plan process with the Forest Service. There is a concern about the
secrecy and credibility of the methods and decisions that are being made

Decision Making Philosophy. Support for a multiple-use management concept is evident, and some
believe too much emphasis is being placed on fuels and WUI. A preservation ethic is currently not a
large enough part of the decision making philosophy, and that needs to change. Decision making needs
to be more adaptable to change in landscape, climate and recreation trends.

Public Involvement. Public involvement and collaboration with the Forest Service is important to most
people. Suggestions were given to involve more local perspectives in the decision making process. Some
citizens felt that often times the local opinions were not heard during the decision making process. The
collaborative effort of Amendment 12 was appreciated. Several members of the public suggested that we
need to strengthen our educational efforts to the public on a variety of subjects. Suggestions were given
to inform the public about ongoing projects that the Forest Service are doing.

Relation to Federal Law, Policies, and Regulations. Support for Amendment 12 is evident by several
members of the public and the effort to make Sedona a National Scenic Area. Things that were suggested
that needed change were the legal authority to do land transfers to the public or non-profit organizations,
the expense and time expended during the NEPA process, and the current forest plan.

Area Management General. People like the variety of ecosystems that can be found on the Coconino,
from riparian to alpine, and would like to see them healthy and available for future generations.
Stewardship of the forest, addressing forest health and biodiversity, along with rehabilitation of the land
is envisioned. Open space is considered an important resource, especially when faced with growing
populations, and many Verde Valley communities would like to see more of it protected around their
neighborhoods. People enjoy the forest for the openness, peace, beauty and solitude it offers. Issues that
people would like to see addressed, by increased enforcement and stronger forest policies, are illegal
dumping and transients on the forest.

Physical Elements. Generally, the public enjoys riparian areas and scenic
characteristics. Strengthening the management and protection of riparian areas and
watersheds were requested. Control of erosion and the protection of pifion and juniper
species is needed.

Biological Elements. Steps need to be taken to restore forest health, through the
rehabilitation and protection of native species. By reducing and treating non-native,
exotic, and noxious species, forest health will be improved. The control of non-native
and noxious weed should be a high priority. A diverse population of native species is
desired.
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Wildlife/Animals Management. Diverse wildlife species on the forest and the access to them are
something that the public enjoys on the Coconino National Forest. Maintaining and improving a large
natural habitat for all wildlife is important. Some examples of management practices requested are as
follows; salt blocks for ungulates, more emphasis on fisheries, natural watersheds for livestock, and
reintroduction of historic predators.

Fire and Fuels Management. More aggressive management of the forest is wanted. Management
related to fuels reduction, WUI, and an emphasis on fire prevention instead of suppression were all
expressed. People want fire and prescribed burns used to restore the natural ecosystem. People want
more and less prescribed burns, while several want to see air quality standards and smoke free air. A
faster fire response time to fires and better use of resources would like to be seen. Different ways to
manage and use slash piles, small timber and forest biomass are desired.

Domestic Livestock Management. Cattle grazing and ranching is supported by some. People support
grazing restrictions to keep cattle out of riparian and Wilderness areas. Others would like to see the
amount of grazing reduced during times of drought or as way to restore natural fire. Old and unused
range improvements and structures need to be removed or repaired. The allotment and grazing
management plan needs to be updated to provide more adaptive management.

Mining and Mineral Exploration. The full reclamation of White Vulcan Mine would

like to be seen.

Other Activities Management. The public likes certain ranger stations, and dislikes
others. There is a need to charge fair market value for commodity use. Forest Service
communications are outdated and need to be improved.

Roads Management General. Restriction of motorized access, especially near the urban centers, is
supported. Some of the public would like to reduce the number of roads on the national forest.
Conversely, there is support to keep more roads open for motorized use and access. Each road closure
by the Forest Service should be reviewed with the public.

Trails Management General. Accessible trails systems are well liked by the public. There are several
requests to place more emphasis on eradicating social trails off of the designated trails. More trail
maintenance and law enforcement is recommended to keep the trails in good condition. There is a
request for more trails in the Verde Valley and trails to connect various communities.

Road/Trail Structures. Use of natural barriers to control motorized access is supported, but automated
control of motorized access is discouraged.

Recreation Management. The public likes recreation opportunities that are in close proximity to
communities and the trail system on the National Forest. There were several suggestions of management
practices such as: elimination of social trails, a focus on non-managed recreation, more law enforcement
to patrol the forest, concentrating use in some areas and leaving others natural, and management of all
trail users.

Recreation Opportunity Spectrum. People enjoy the diverse recreation opportunities on the forest and
the abundance of open space. Enhancement of opportunities for solitude is requested for the future.
Suggestions for a superior trail system in the future for all types of users were given. Conversely, there
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were some concerns on the amount of users on the trail systems, both motorized and non-motorized. A
suggestion of leasing out Forest Service buildings that are currently not being maintained or used to the
public was received.

Recreation Access. In general, the public would like to maintain access to the national forest for all
types of users and in proximity to communities. Suggestions for limiting off road vehicle use are
abundant. There were also suggestions to limit use on trails on a rotating basis for all uses so that they
can recover from resource damage.

Developed Recreation and Facilities Management. Both developed and primitive camping
experiences are appreciated. People state they like recent site renovations and eco-friendly facilities.
Accessibility to the forest and facilities is something that people would like to see in the future.
Improved Forest Service management of camping facilities and other properties is needed.

Dispersed Recreation Management. Enjoyment of a variety of nearby recreational opportunities was
voiced by many. Easy access and interconnected trails are appreciated by hiking, biking and equestrian
user types. A non-motorized trail that offers silence and a remote experience is liked. People enjoy the
hunting and fishing opportunities. There is a concern that hunting is occurring to close too residential
areas. Some would like to see more user education and designated use for certain trails to address user
conflicts.

Trailheads, Signs, and Parking. Support for information at all trailheads and adequate parking is
evident. The public would like to see the continued use of agreements across private property for access
to trails. There are requests for improving signage, consistency of signage, and parking areas across the
forest.

Fee Demonstration Project/User Fees. Many people would like to see the Red Rock Pass removed or
only applied to non-local users. People like that the money stays on the district and would like to see it
continued to support local projects on the ground. There is a need for change that would address local
acceptance of the Red Rock Pass and Golden Passports at concessionaire sites as well as ensuring that
the local fee program is consistent with the fee program rules.

Recreation Permitting. The permitting of commercial uses on the National Forest is appreciated. There
are requests to expand some of the permitted use to outfitter guides and to make sure that the Forest
Service controls the growth of new outfitter and guide companies. More education and monitoring for
the current outfitter and guides are needed. Some of the public felt that stronger enforcement of
commercial uses is needed. There are requests to make jeep tours equitable and to curtail any resource
damage from this activity. There were several suggestions to close Snowbowl and rehab the site.

Public Land Ownership/Boundaries. Concerns over the long term effects of development were
expressed and a suggestion to keep further development out.

Land Acquisitions, Sale and Exchanges. People like the Amendment 12 restrictions on land swaps and
trades and would like to see them continued. Current restrictions are too strict for some, and not strict
enough for others. People don’t want to see any more Forest Service land traded or swapped for private
development. Support for land to be protected as open space and habitat is evident. There is a concern

Document created November 11, 2006
3



about current and future development pressures on public lands. The amount of information provided to
the public and general public involvement regarding land trades and acquisition needs to change.

Land Designations/Management. The current amount of wilderness area is valued, and many people
would like to see more wilderness areas. Some current wilderness areas, particularly near Bell Rock,
should be evaluated regarding the intent of a wilderness designation and should be modified to permit a
more city park-like setting. The solitude, nature and cultural aspects are appreciated as part of the
wilderness experience. People want to preserve roadless areas. People also want to see the fewer
administratively restrictive areas and for roadless areas to be eliminated. There are conflicting views on
the creation of a National Scenic Area designation around the Red Rock area.

Cultural Resources. People generally like the protection and interpretation of cultural and
archaeological sites, and some would like to see more. The diversity of cultural sites in the Verde Valley
is recognized, as is the need for partnerships in providing protection and interpretative opportunities.

Social/Economic Actions or Activities. The public endeavors to be able to have economic value from
the forest while still being able to live in the same area. For example, the issuing of special use permits
for commercial services. While gaining economic value from the forest, the public would like the forest
to stay healthy and natural.
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