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Marys Peak Stewardship Group 
Meeting Notes 

August 25, 2011 
 

 

Meeting began at 6:00 PM. July notes approved by consensus. 
Project Updates 
Jackie distributed copies of the Multi-party Monitoring Report.  
Jeff reported that there was one bidder for the Bridge Thin sale which closed August 
11th.  The bidder is a local company.  The sale went for what the FS had expected.   
Matt added that Integrated Resource Management (IRM) will do the false brome 
treatment once/year for 5 years.   The sale allows the thinning project to extend over 5 
years, but it may get completed sooner depending upon the market.  There was a 
question about treatment of ox-eye daisy within the project.  The group suggested 
getting some information on this species from Marty Stein.  The group also decided to 
make a Bridge Thin Update a standing MPSG meeting agenda item. 
Multiple people commented on what a special gathering the 10 year Stewardship 
celebration was. 
Heath updated the group on the Invasive Species Strategic Planning process.  The first 
meeting is set for September 7th.  They anticipate good attendance.  There is a project 
website to keep people updated.  Let Heath know if you want to be in the loop.  This 
update led to other discussion of invasives including: 

· Power lines serve as vectors for spreading invasives. 

· Weed Control Districts are established in some places to target species across 
ownership lines. 

· BLM’s is treating its land along Highway 34. 

· When considering treating areas within the Marys Peak area not already 
identified for treatment in the EA (ie Highway 34 ROW), the FS can only treat 
manually, not spray, as the EA includes very specific treatment plans.  The FS 
would have to do another EA to add sites for spray treatment. 

· The group would like to see increased coordination between the BLM and FS 
along the Highway 34 corridor and then keep working on the large scotch broom 
site.  A strategy would be to target working with people along the highway who 
hay. 

 
Karen reported that the knotweed control project funded in the 2010 stewardship cycle 
is moving along with excellent response from property owners. 

Name Affiliation Name Affiliation 
Amber Reese City of Corvallis Karen Fleck-Harding MRWC 
Mike Totey ODF Jeff Uebel SNF 
Heath Keirstead Benton SWCD Pam Gardner SNF 
Steve Trask Bio-Surveys Matt Mellenthin IRM 
Jim Fairchild Landowner Art Sleight Private landowner 
Jackie Nichols CPRCD Betty Sleight Private Landowner 
Jane Brass Barth Facilitator   
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Coast Range Stewardship Fund Project Proposals 
The amount of funds available will be determined by the end of September.  Dan 
Segotta will provide the number for the October meetings.  It is still expected to be 
around $200,000. 
Karen distributed a map and updated the group on the Upper Greasy Creek Project 
proposal.  Since the last MPSG meeting, Kami Ellingson and Chris Hirsch from the SNF 
as well as Steve Wagnor, BLM hydrologist made a site visit.  A site visit with ODFW 
staff is scheduled for next week.  Karen is waiting for a response from Kami about what 
level of design the FS would expect.  MRWC has matching funds in hand to do more 
engineering design if needed to meet FS requirements.  She also is waiting for 
clarification on what level of participation to expect from the BLM, who has the bottom 
barrier on its property.  Possibilities are engineering, input on design form dam retrofit, 
and funding.  She also distributed a draft argument for the benefit of the project to FS 
land for input from the group.  Jeff agreed to get her input in time to meet the 
September 1st proposal deadline.  The group continues to support this project proposal 
moving forward. 
Amber reported on the City of Corvallis’ Peacock Larkspur proposal.   She distributed a 
map and one page project summary of the project to improve habitat for larkspur on 5 
acres.  The stewardship funds requested, $1650, would be used to purchase and plant 
native species.  Discussion centered around the benefit to FS land with the main 
rationale being the planting of nectar species for Fenders Blue butterfly, which is an 
endangered species.  Amber had worked with Marty Stein to explain the connection.  
Jackie suggested the City might expand its planting plan.  Others asked if the City could 
expand the area it planned to treat.  At this time, the City only wants to treat the specific 
native prairie remnant on the rocky knoll.  The group supported the project moving 
forward. 
 
Field Trip Planning 
The group plans to combine with the Greasy Creek neighborhood to view the work on 
Rock Creek and Greasy Creek sometime in October.  The field trip would have 2 main 
objectives: to learn about restoration work in the watershed and to learn how the City 
manages the watershed in relation to downstream ownership.   Amber shared that the 
City was okay with the field trip including stops at log placement and culvert projects on 
City property, but not going up to the reservoir.  Karen expressed her view that without 
the reservoir, the full water system operation, and whole watershed approach, would be 
lost for field trip participants.  Jane will contact Tom Penpraze at the City to discuss the 
trip goals further and see what agreement can be reached for the MPSG field trip.  A 
message she will share is that the MPSG is working to create community vision of 
stewardship in the watershed and the City is at the heart of the watershed. 
Next Meetings: 
September 29th – hear Technical Review Team report (update since meeting – This 
meeting now moved back a week to October 3rd ) 
October 13th – Roundtable 
November – possibly the joint stewardship group meeting instead of regular meeting  
 
Meeting concluded at 8:00pm. 


