
Section II: Relationship to Land Managentent Planning and Fire Policy
Though the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management have varying authorizing
legislation, different policy manuals, and different fire protection organizations, the broad
goals and objectives of the agencies are quite similar. Both agencies are guided by the
objectives of The National Fire Plan (2001) and The Ten Year Comprehensive Strategy.
Most recently, the Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 2003 offers additional guidance. As
new laws are developed, LUP's are updated to reflect the new information. This FMP
tiers to agency LUP's and provides clear direction for fire management activities.

Enablins Lesislation
A detailed list of legal authorities may be found in Appendix A.

Documents Used to Develop this Fire Management Plan
A detailed list of the documents used to develop this FMP may be found in Appendix B.

Management Policies Concerning Fire
Nine guiding principles fundamental to the success of federal wildland fire management
include:

)" Firefighter and public safety is the first priority in every fire management activity.

n' The role of wildland fire as an essential ecological process and natural change
agent will be incorporated into the plaming process.

"p" Fire management plans, programs and activities support the implementation of
land and resource management plans.

.p Sound risk management is a foundation for all fire management activities.

..$e Fire management programs and activities are economically viable, based upon
values to be protected, costs and land and resource management objectives.

lp Fire management plans and activities are based upon the best available science.

p Fire management plans and activities incorporate public health and environmental
quality considerations.

.p Federal, State, tribal, local, interagency and international coordination and
cooperation are essential.

"p Standardization of policies and procedures among federal agencies is an ongoing
objective.
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Oregon Department of Forestry and Forest Protective Associations
(Eastern And Western Lane Units of the Oregon Department of Forestry, Douglas and

Coos Forest Protective Associations).

The Forest Protection Associations and the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) have

fire suppression responsibilities for both BLM lands and privately owned lands within the

FPU. Due to the checkerboard ownership pattern of the BLM and privately owned lands,
a common fire suppression organizationbenefits all landowners. Protecting life,

resources and property is the primary goal of these agencies relative to fire suppression.

State Law and Statute bind protection of non-federal lands. Oregon Revised Statute (ORS)

417 .005 provides the original framework for policy within these agencies by mandating

the "protection ofthe forest and the conservation ofthe forest resources through the
prevention and suppression of forest fires." This statute goes on to acknowledge the need
for a complete and coordinated forest protection system to accomplish this mandate,
which is second only to the protection of life.

Fire protection services on the BLM administrated lands in western Oregon are provided

through a contractual agreement. This contract has provisions for wildland fire
suppression-related resource concerns, objectives and guidelines as described in the
Bureau of Land Management's Resource Management Plans (BLM RMP's). The BLM
fire suppression guidelines are incorporated into the Fire Management Units (FMU's)

developed for this Fire Management Plan (FMP).

FPU Desired Conditions. Goals. Obiectives. Standards and Guidelines

The primary emphasis of existing LUP's is to maintain and restore healthy, functioning
ecosystems while providing for a sustainable production of natural resources. Goals
include developing and implementing a cost efficient fire management program capable
of responding to specific resource management objectives and that minimizes the risk of
large scale, high intensity wildfires. While it is recognizedthat fire plays an essential role
in the forest environment, the use of naturally ignited wildfires to achieve resource
benefits is currently not an option within this FPU. A Wildland Fire Use Plan will be
developed for the Umpqua at a future date.

FPU Desired Conditions
b Prescribed fire and wildland fire use are tools to achieve and maintain desired

vegetative conditions and fuel loadings.
a" Fire plays its natural role where appropriate and desirable, and is actively

suppressed where protection of life, investments and valuable resources is
necessary.

.e. Fire emulates historical fire r:egime characteristics given favorable vegetation
types and management objectives.
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FPU Goats

)p Firefighter and public safety is the highest priority in all fire management
actlvltles.

e" Fire is allowed to play its natural role where appropriate and desirable to reduce
the risk of uncharacteristic wildland fires.

F Fire is used alone or with other management activities to:
+ Restore or maintain desirable plant community attributes including fuel levels

and ecological processes
+$ Treat natural and activity fuels to a level that reduces the risk of

uncharacteristic or undesirable wildland fires
..t" Appropriate vegetation, fuels and wildland fire management methods are used to

protect life, investments and valuable resources.
,p Land managers and citizens are encouraged to partner in community-centered

approaches designed to manage fire risks andhazards in wildland urban interface
areas.

":*" Smoke is managed to provide for desirable air quality and visibility while
achieving land management objectives.

FPU Objectives

,'" Minimize damage to communities from severe, unplanned and unwanted wildland
fires and reduce risk of fire fighter and public injuries or loss of life; prioritize fire
fighter, public and community safety above other concems in fire management
activities.

m" During project planning, identify areas where prescribed fire could be used to
meet management objectives. These areas may include intermingled
landownership, areas of concentrated investments or structures, or areas with
other resource concerns. Identify these areas in the Fire Management Plan, and
provide information needed for implementation.

.$* To achieve desired vegetation attributes and fuel reduction goals, schedule and
complete at least 40,000 acres of prescribed fire and mechanical fuels treatments
over the next decade subject to staffing and funding availability.

p Focus fuels management activities in:
g Fire Reginres 1,2 and 3 in Conditicxi Cleisse$ 2 and3
':' Wildland urban interface

Ip ldentify high fire hazard areas in wildland urban interface areas.
p Work with local and tribal governments, other agencies and private landowners

to:
'r, Identify opportunities to develop partnerships in the areas of prescribed fire

and wildland fire suppression and use
., Develop and prioritize vegetation management activities that reduce wildland

fire risk.
F Utilize educationalprograms that will enhance public awareness of fire's role in

the ecosystern.
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