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sawflies	 as	 they	 burrow	 into	 rotten	
wood	or	the	piths	of	branches.	They	
diapause	 (suspend	 development)	
in	 a	 pre-pupal	 state.	The	 following	
spring,	 they	 pupate	 and	 emerge	 as	
adults.	

The	 increase	 of	 alder-defoliat-
ing	 sawfly	 activity,	 coupled	 with	
the	 widespread	 mortality	 of	 alder	
in	 Southcentral	 and	 Interior	 Alas-

recovery.
The	 Forest	 Health	 Protection	

staff	 is	 conducting	 an	 Evaluation	
and	Monitoring	project	 during	 the	
2010	and	2011	field	 seasons.	This	
project	 will	 serve	 to	 investigate	
alder	 dieback	 in	 riparian	 areas	 in	
Southcentral	 Alaska	 previously	
identified	 via	 aerial	 survey;	 (1)	

ka,	attributed	to	a	variety	of	canker	
fungi	poses	a	considerable	threat	t
riparian	areas	 that	are	dependent	o
alder	for	its	nitrogen-fixing	contribu-
tion	 to	 soil	 nutrition.	Research	 sug-

identify	 the	 extent	 to	 which	 non-

extent	 to	which	 alder	 canker	 con-
tributes	 directly	 to	 alder	 dieback;	

o	
n	

native	 sawflies	 contribute	 directly	
to	 alder	 dieback;	 (2)	 identify	 the	

How you can help
To	report	infected	trees	or	to	re-

ceive	additional	information,	please	
contact	 your	 state	 or	 federal	 forest	
health	specialist.	On	the	web,	visit:	:	

timately,	 this	work	will	 help	 deter-
mine	whether	 there	 is	a	correlation	
between	 alder	 sawflies	 and	 alder	
pathogens,	 and	 help	 determine	 the	
necessity	 for	 chemical	 or	 biologi-
cal	 control	 of	 non-native	 sawflies	
to	protect	riparian	alder	forests	and	
salmon	spawning	streams.

nitrogen	in	the	most	productive	for-
ests	may	have	its	origin	in	stands	of	
alder	 and	 that	 the	 rate	 of	 nitrogen	
fixation	can	decline	by	as	much	as	
73%	following	defoliation.	Further,	
studies	 in	 Southeast	 Alaska	 have	
shown	that	the	mere	presence	of	al-
der	in	riparian	habitats	could	protect	
or	 even	 improve	 the	 productivity	
of	 aquatic	 organisms,	 thus	 having	
a	 positive	 impact	 on	 fisheries	 and	
salmon	production.	Alder	stands	af-
fected	by	this	widespread	mortality	
show	 few	 signs	 of	 recruitment	 or	

Scientific terms:
Green	alder	sawfly	(Monsoma	pulveratum)
European	black	alder	(Alnus	glutinosa)
Thin-leaf	alder	(Alnus	tenuifolia)
Woolly	alder	sawfly	(Eriocampa	ovata)
Striped	alder	sawfly	(Hemichroa	crocea)
Canker	fungi	(Valsa	melanodiscus)

Green alder sawfly worm

non-native	sawflies	and	canker	may	
synergize	 to	 cause	 alder	 dieback;	
(4)	attempt	to	identify	whether	non-
native	sawflies	may	serve	as	 infec-
tion	 court	 facilitators	 or	 otherwise	
predispose	 alder	 to	 pathogens.	 Ul-

gests	that	up	to	70%	of	the	available	 (3)	 identify	 the	 extent	 to	 which	 http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/spf/fhp.

This	 spring,	 the	 Forest	 Ser-
vice	 has	 helped	 fledge	 fif-
ty-two	 Seward	 Elementary	

School	 third	and	fourth	graders	 to	
become	Junior	Ornithologists	dur-
ing	 this	 year’s	 Bird	 Academy.	 I	
have	 coordinated	 this	 two-day	 in-
tensive	workshop	for	 the	past	five	
years.

Students	 rotate	 through	 five	
30-minute	presentations	for	a	total	
of	10	lessons	in	two	days.	Mudflat	
Café,	Pass	the	Parts,	Wing,	Flight,	
and	 Feathers,	 Binocular	 Detec-
tive,	and	Bird	Banding	are	just	five	
of	 the	10	hands-on,	action	packed	
workshops	the	kids	take	part	in.

On	 the	 second	 day,	 after	 their	

fifth	presentation,	 the	 students	de-
compressed	 by	 listening	 to	 music	
provided	 by	 local	 musician	 Mike	
Glaser.	 The	 students	 were	 sway-
ing	 and	 singing	 along	 as	 Mike	
played	his	repertoire	of	bird	songs.	
The	event	culminated	with	the	five	
teams	playing	“Jepro-Birdy”	which	
included	 actual	 “Jepro-Birdy”	
buzzers	 and	 categories	 pertaining	
to	all	the	sessions	they	attended.

The	success	of	this	event	is	be-
cause	 of	 a	 phenomenal	 team	 of	
presenters	from	Forest	Service,	the	
Kenai	Fjords	Park	Service,	and	the	
Alaska	Sea	Life	Center.	

This	 event	 is	 followed	 up	with	
two	 to	 three,	 post-academy	 class-

A New Flock of Junior Ornithologists 
By Katy Toth-Stauble, Conservation Education Specialist, Seward Ranger District

room	visits	 for	more	bird	 lessons.	
One	 of	 the	 three	 classroom	 pre-
sentations	is	“Bird	ID;	the	11-Step	
Program.”	 This	 presentation	 is	 in	
preparation	 for	 the	 Bird	 Watch-
ing	 Field	 trip	 to	 the	meadow	 and	
wooded	area	near	the	Seward	Air-
port;	 the	finale	 for	 the	multi-week	
bird	unit.	On	this	structured	excur-
sion,	 I	 challenge	 these	new	 junior	
ornithologists	 to	 utilize	 and	 put	
into	practice	all	of	their	newfound	
knowledge.	Watching	and	listening	
to	the	students	in	the	marshy	mead-
ow,	 rich	 in	 bird	 sightings,	 “wing	
bars,	contour	feathers,	and	palmate	
feet”	are	the	quiet	words	that	drift	
away	on	the	gentle	spring	breeze.

http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/spf/fhp



