To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff, George Washington & Jefferson
Nattonal Forests; 5162 Vaileypointe Parkway; Roanoke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Flease consider the foilowing comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washington National Forest plan.

Ag you know, the George Washington National Forest is ¢cne of the most important
collections of federal lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. Itis not only incredibly
important for the health of our planet but is alsc a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding region.

(A.) 1 applaud you for the ban on horizontal natural gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency’s preferred alternative) and other alternatives, and would like all hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. In addition, | support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Mussel Conservation Plan. ¢

(B.) Alternative C (the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and attention that it deserves. but
so far has not. 1 ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final pian,
regardless of which alternative is chosen:

Please plan for climate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oil and gas leasing.

Protect al! areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication to the degree
possible by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying oil and gas drilling! |

Protect all roadless areas to the greatest extent possible. The Forest Service should
identify all qualified roadless areas and protect all roadless areas, whether previously inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Rule. :

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington National Forest is
permanently protected Wildemness, far less than the national average of 18%. More wilderness
(and national scenic area) acreage should be recommendedi |

Protect all existing Old Growth forest. Of particutar importance are the sizeable old
growth tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Kneb areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. All old growth areas should be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and roadbuilding and protected as special areas {old growth protection): : or as research naturaf
areas.

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The full cycle of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking (or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipeiines, and noise to national forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There should be no hydrofrackmg or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy other vaiues on the Forest

{C.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain

proposal {www.friendsofshenandoahmouniain.org/), which would protect roadless areas in the

Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laurel Fork areas under a combination of desi ignations,

including recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation.
Sincerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff, George Washington & Jefferson
National Forests; 5162 Valleypointe Parkway; Roanoke, VA 24018

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a final pian for the
George Washington Nationai Forest plan.

As you know, the George Washingten National Forest is one of the most important
collections of federai lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. [tis not only incredibly
important for the health of our planet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding regicn.

(A1 applaud you for the ban_on horizontal natural gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency's preferred alternative) and other alternatives, and would like all hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. In addition, | support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Mussel Conservation Plan. 1 ¢

(B.) Alternative C (the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and atienticn that it deserves, but
so far has not. | ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final plan,
regardless of which alternative is chosen:

Piease plan for climate change by proteciing core wildemess areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as togging, road building
and oil and gas leasing.
possible by designating them as unsuitabte for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying oil and gas drilling!

Protect &l roadless areas te the greatest exient possible. The Forest Service should
identify all qualified roadless areas and protect all roadless areas, whether previously inventeried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Rule. |

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington National Forestis
permanently protected Wilderness. far fess than the nationa! average of 18%. More wilderness
{and national scenic area)} acreage should be recommendead: |

Protect all existing Old Growth forest. Of particular importance are the sizeable old
growth tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Naturatl Heritage. All old growth areas should be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and roadbuilding and protected as special areas (old growth protection) ¢ or as research natural
areas.

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The full cycle of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking {(or hydrofracking} brings roads, pipeifines, and noise to national forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There should be no hydrefracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy other values on the Forest

{C.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain propesal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain
proposal (www.friendsofshenandoahmountain.org/), which would protect roadless areas in the
Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Lauref Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation.

: Sincerely yours,

Signature &Q@%ﬁ’fk,ﬁ\ dx?lgm%‘“

Name _ pladhodta  Sdesoat

Address {1t 1] Bfensedols Dr o pkiin A 22127
Phore ¢& Fy 245 -219%  Email . ..5kcwdrk ¢ 2 Ltz G nad




To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff, George Washington & Jefferson
National Forests; 5162 Valleypointe Parkway, Roanocke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washington National Forest pian. _

As you know, the George Washington Naticnal Forest is one of the most important
collections of federal lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. It is not only incredibly
important for the health of our glanet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrcunding region.

(A} | applaud you for the ban on horizontal natural gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency's preferred alternative) and other alternatives, and would like all hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. In addifion, | support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Mussel Conservation Plan. 17

(B.} Alternative C {the Conservatian Atternative) is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and attention that i deserves, but
so far has not. | ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final plan,
regardiess of which alternative is chosen:

Flease plan for climate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
“ fragrmenitatiofi and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oil and gas leasing.

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication to the degree
possible by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying oif and gas drilling: i

Protect all roadless areas to the greatest extent possible. The Forest Service should
identify all qualified roadiess areas and protect all roadless areas, whether previously inventoried
or recently identified. consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Rule. |

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington National Forest is
permanently protected Wilderness, far less than the national average of 18%. More wilderness
{and national scenic area) acreage should be recommended: |

Protect all existing Old Growth forest. Of particular importance are the sizeable old
growth iracts af Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. All old growth areas should be designated as being unsuitabie for logging
and roadbuiiding and protected as special areas (old growth protection)!.i or as research natural
areas,

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The full cycle of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking (or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipelings, and noise to national forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There should be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be apphed to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy other values on the Forest

(C.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain

proposal (www.friendsofshenandoahmountain org/), which would protect roadless areas in the

Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laure! Fork areas under a combination of designations,

inctuding recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation.
Sincerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff, George Washingion & Jefferson
National Forests; 5162 Valleypointe Parkway; Roanoke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washington National Forest plan.

As you know, the George Washington National Forest is one of the most important
collections of federal iands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. it is not only incredibly
important for the health of our planet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding region.

(A) t applaud you for the ban on horizontal natural gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency's preferred alternative) and other aiternatives, and wouid like all hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. in addition, 1 support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Mussei Conservation Pian. @ |

(B.) Alternative C (the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and attention that it deserves, but
so far has not. | ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final plan,
regardiess of which alternative is chosen:

Piease plan for climate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmantation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oil and gas leasing.

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication {o the degree
possibie by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying oll and gas drilling!

Protect alf roadless areas to the greatest extent possible. The Forest Service should
identify all gualified roadless areas and protect all roadless areas, whether previously inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Rule. |

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington National Forest is
permanently protected Wilderness, far less than the national average of 18%. More wildemess
{and national scenic area) acreage should be recornmendedi |

Protect al! existing Oid Growth forest. Of particular importance are the sizeable old
growth tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. All old growth areas should be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and roadbuilding and protected as special areas (old growth protection)i | or as research natural
areas.

No Natural Gas teasing and Hydrofracking. The full cycle of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking {or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipelines, and noise {¢ nationat forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There shouid be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest, Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy other vaiues on the Forest

{C.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. 1 suppert the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain
proposal (www . friendsofshenandoahmountain.org/), which wouid protect roadless areas in the
Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laurel Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation.
Sincerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff; George Washington & Jefferson
National Forests; 5162 Valleypointe Parkway, Roanoke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washington National Forest plan.

As you know, the George Washington National Forest is one of the most important
collections of federal fands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. it is not only incredibily
important for the health of our planet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding regiocn.

{A 1 applaud you for the ban on horizontal natural gas driling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency’s preferred alternative) and cther alternatives, and would like all hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. In addition, ! support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were deveioped as part of the Fish and Mussel Conservation Plan. ¢ |

(B.) Atternative C (the Conservaiion Alternative) is a weil-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and attention that it deserves, but
so far has not. | ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final pian,
regardless of which alternative is chosen:

Please plan for climate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating nen-climate stresses such as logging, road puilding
and off and gas leasing.

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication to the degree
possible by designating them as unsuitabie for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying oil and gas drilling: ¢

Protect all roadless areas {0 the greatest exten! possible. The Forest Service should
identify ail gualified roadless areas and protect all roadiess areas, whether previously inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Readless Rule.

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Cnly 4% of the George Washingten National Forest is
permanently protected Wilderness, far less than the national average of 18%. More wilderness
{and nationa! scenic area) acreage should be recommended:

Protect all existing Oid Growth forest  Of particular importance are the sizeable old
growth tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. Alt old growth areas should be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and roadbuilding and protected as special areas (old growth protection) | or as research natural
areas.

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The ful cycle of natural gas development
and hydraufic fracking {or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipelines, and noise to national forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There should be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral deveiopments do not destroy other values on the Forest

(C.) Friends of Shenandcah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain
proposal (www.friendsofshenandoahmeuntain.cra/), which would protect roadless areas in the
Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laurel Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended nationai scenic area designation,

Sincerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff, George Washington & Jefferson
National Forests; 5162 Valleypointe Parkway, Roanoke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washington National Forest plan.

As you know, the George Washington National Forest is one of the most important
coflections of federal lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. Itis not only incredibly
important for the health of our planet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding region.

(A.} I appiaud you for the ban gn herizontal natural gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency’s preferred alternative) and other alternatives, and would like ali hydrofracking banned on
the Forest, in addition, | support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Mussei Conservation Plan. [i.

(B.) Alternative C (the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and attention that it deserves, but
so far has not. | ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final pian,
regardiess of which alternative is chosen:

Please plan for glimaie change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oil and gas leasing.

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication o the degree
possible by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying oil and gas drilling:

Protect ail roadless areas to the greatest extent possinle The Forest Service should
identify all qualified roadless areas and grotect all roadless areas. whether previously inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Rule. |

Pesignate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington Naticnal Forest is
parmanently protected Wilderness, far less than the nationai average of 18%. More wildernass
{and national scenic area) acreage should be recommendedi !

Protect all existing Old Growth forest. Of particular importance are the sizeable old
growth tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. All old growth areas should be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and roadbuiiding and protected as special areas (old growth protection): | or as research natural
areas. :

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The full cycle of natural gas development
and hydraufic fracking (or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipeiines, and noise to nationat forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There should be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments de not destroy other values on the Forest

(C.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain
proposal {www friendsofshenandoahmountain.org/), which would protect roadless areas in the
Shenandoah Meuntain, Big Levels, and Laurei Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation.

/7 f’:“/ g(/,_! | Sincerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff; George Washington & Jefferson
National Forests: 5162 Valleypointe Parkway; Roancke, VA 24619

Dear Sugervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washington National Forest ptan.

As you know, the George Washington National Forest is one of the most important
collections of federal lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. Itis not only incredibly
important for the health of our planet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrcunding region.

(A.) | applaud you for the ban on horizontal natural das grilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency's preferred alternative) and other alternatives, and would like all hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. In addition, | support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Mussel Conservation Pian. 1 17

(B.) Alternative C (the Conservation Alternative} is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and attention that it deserves, but
s0 far has not. | ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final plan,
regardless of which alternative is chosen:

Please plan for climate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oil and gas {easing. _

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication to the degree
possible by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying oil and gas drillingi !

Protect all roadiess areas to the greatest extent possible The Forest Service should
identify all qualified roadless areas and protect all roadiess areas, whether previously inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Rule. |

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington Nationa! Forest is
permanently protected Wilderness, far less than the naticnal average of 18%. More wilderness
(and national scenic area) acreage should be recommended: |

Protect all existing Old Growth forest. Of particutar importance ara the sizeable old
growth tracts at Peters Mountain Northy and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. All old growth areas shouid be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and roadbuilding and protected as special areas (old growth protection)! i or as research natural
areas.

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The fuli cycle of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking (or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipelines, and naise to national forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There should be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy other values on the Forest

(C.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandcah Mountain
proposal {(www friendsofshenandoahmountain org/}, which would protect roadless areas in the
Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laurei Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended nationat scenic area designation.

o Sincerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff; George Washington & Jefferson
Nationai Forests; 5162 Vaileypointe parkway; Roanoke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you deveicp and approve & final plan for the
George Washington National Forest plan.

As you know, the George Washington National Forest is one of the most important
~ collections of federal lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. it is not only incredibly

important for the health of our planet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding region.

(A} 1 applaud you for the ban on horizantal natural gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency's preferred alternative) and other alternatives, and would like all hydrofracking hanned on
the Forest. In addition, | support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that

were developed as part of the Fish and Mussel Conservation Plan. -

(B.) Aternative C {the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and attention that it deserves, but
so far has not. | ask you {0 incorporate the following aspecis of Alternative C into the final plan,
regardiess of which alternative is chosen.

Please pian for climate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and efiminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oil and gas leasing.

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication to the degree
possible by designating tham as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying oil and gas drilling! |

Protect all roadless areas to the greatest extent possible. The Forest Service should
identify ali qualfied roadless areas and protect all roadiess areas, whether previously inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Rule. |

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington National Forest is
permanently protected Wilderness, far less than the national average of 18%. More wilderness
{and national scenic area) acreage shouid be recommended: !

Protect all existing Otd Growth forest Of particular importance are the sizeable old
growth tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. All old growth areas should be designated as being unstitable for logging
and roadbuiiding and protected as special areas (old growth protection)t | or as research natural
areas.

‘No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The full cycle of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking (or hydrofracking) trings roads, pipelines, and noise t0 naticnat forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There should be no hydrefracking or federat natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy other values on the Forest

(C.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mouniain
proposal (www.friencﬁsofshenaﬂdoahmountam.or /), which would protect roadless areas in the
Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laurel Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation.

) 7 Sincerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff, George Washington & Jeiferson
National Forests; 5162 Valleypointe Parkway, Roanoke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisar Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washingten National Forest.

As you know, the George Washington National Forest is one of the most important
collections of federal lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. 1 is not enly incredibly
important far the health of our planet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding region.

(A} | applaud you for the ban on horizontal natural gas drilling pregosed in Alternative G {the
agency's preferrad alternative) and other alternatives, and would fike all hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. In addition, | support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Musse! Conservation Plan, 171"

(B.) Alternative C (the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and attention that it deserves, but
so far has not. | ask you toincorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final plan,
regardless of which alternative is chosen:

) Please plan for glimate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oil and gas leasing. ' '

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication to the degree
possible by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying cit and gas drilling' |

Protect all roadless areas to the greatest extent possible. The Forest Service should
identify all qualified roadless areas and protect all roadiess areas, whether previously inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadiess Rule.

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington National Forest is
nermanenily protected Wilderness, far less than the national average of 18%. More wilderness
(and national scenic area) acreage should be recommendedi |

Protect all existing Old Growth forest. Of particular imoortance are the sizeabie old
growih tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Kncb areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. All oid growth areas should be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and roadbuilding and protected as special areas (old growth protection) | or as research natural
areas.

No Natural Gas | easing and Hydrofracking. The fulf cycle of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking {or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipelines, and noise to national forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There shouid be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy other values on the Forest

{C.) Frends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoeah Mountain

proposal (www friendsofshenandoahmouniain.orgl), which would protect roadless areas in the

Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laure! Fork areas under a combination of designations,

including recommended wilderness and recommended naticnal scenic area designation.
Sincerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff; George Washington & Jefferson
National Forests; 5162 Valleypointe Parkway; Roanoke, VA 24018

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washington National Forest pian.

As you know, the George Washington Naticnal Forest is one of the most important
collections of federal lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. itis notonly incredibly
important for the health of our planet but is alsc a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding region.

(A.) | applaud you for the ban on horizonta natural gas driling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency's preferred alternative} and other alternatives, and would like all hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. in addition, | support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Mussel Consetvation Plan. ' |

{B.) Altiernative C (the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted alternative propoesed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative G should have gotten the thorough anaiysis and attention that it deserves, but
so far has not. | ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final plan,
regardless of which alternative is chosen:
_ Please plan for climate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oil and gas leasing.

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication to the degree
possibie by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying oil and gas drillingi™i

Protect all roadless areas to the greatest extent possible The Forest Service should
identify all qualified roadless areas and protect all roadless areas, whether previously inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Rute.

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington National Forest is
permanently protected Wilderness, far less than the national average of 18% . More wilderness
(and naticnal scenic area) acreage should be recommended:

Protect all existing Old Growth forest. Of particular importance are the sizeable oid
growth tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. All old growth areas should be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and roadbuilding and protected as special areas (old growth protection)’ i or as research natural
areas.

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The full cycle of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking (or hydrofracking} brings roads, pipelines, and noise to naticnal forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There should be no hydrofracking or federal naturat gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy other values on the Forest

(C.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain
proposal (www. friendsofshenandoahmountain.org/), which would protect roadless areas in the
Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laurel Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation.

. Sincerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff, George Washington & Jefferson
Nationat Forests; 5162 Valieypointe Parkway, Roanoke, VA 240185

Dear Supervisar Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a finat ptan for the
George Washington National Forest plan.

As you know, the George Washington National Forest is one of the most important
collections of federal fands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. |t s not only incradibly
important for the health of our planet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding region.

{A.) 1 applaud veu for the ban on horizontal natural gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency's preferred alternative} and other alternatives, and would like ail hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. In addition, | support the strenger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Mussel Conservation Plan. ¢

(B.) Alternative C (the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and attention that it deserves, but
so far has not. | ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final plan,
regardless of which alternative is chosen:

Please plan for climate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oit and gas leasing.

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication o the degree
possibie by designating them as unsuitabie for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying oil and gas drilling’

Protect all roadless areas to the greatest extent possibie. The Forest Service should
identify all qualified roadless areas and protect ali roadiess areas, whether previousty inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Rule. :

Designate More Wiiderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington Naticnal Forest is
permanently protected Wilderness, far less than the naticnal average of 18%. More wilderness
{and national scenic area) acreage shouid be recommended: ¢

Protect all existing Oid Growth forest. Of particular importance are the sizeable old
growth tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Naturat Heritage. All old growth areas shouid be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and roadbuilding and protected as speciat areas {old growth protection)! | or as research natural
areas.

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The full cycle of natural gas development
and hydrauiic fracking (or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipelines, and noise to national forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There should be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do noct destroy other values on the Forest

(C.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain
proposal (www friengsofshenandoahmountain.graf), which would protect roadiess areas in the
Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laure! Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation.
Sincerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supetvisor, and Planning Statf, George Washington & Jefferson
National Forests; 5162 Valieypointe Parkway; Roanoke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washington National Forest.

As you know, the George Washington National Forest is one of the most important
collections of federal lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. Itis not only incredibly
impartant for the heaith of our planet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrcunding region.

(A.) | applaud you for the ban on horizontal natural gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency's preferred alternative) and other alternatives, and would iike all hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. In adgdition, | support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Musset Conservation Plan, 1 i

(B.) Alternative C {the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and atiention that it deserves, but
so far has not. | ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final plan,
regardiess of which alternative is chosen:

Please plan for climate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road buiiding
and oil and gas leasing.

Protect ali areas identified in the Virginia's Mouniain Treasuraes publication fo the degree
possible by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying cif and gas drilling!

Protect all roadless areas to the greatest exient possible. The Forest Service should
identify all qualified roadless areas and protect all roadiess areas, whether previously inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Ruie.

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washingten National Forest is
permanently protected Wilderness, far less than the national average of 18%. More wilderness
(and national scenic area) acreage should he recommended! |

Protect all existing Oid Growth forest. Of particular importance are the sizeable old
growth tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. All old growth areas should be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and roadbuilding and protected as special areas (old growth protection)i | or as research natural
areas.

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The full cycle of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking (or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipelines, and noise {o national forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There should be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures shouid be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy other values on the Forest

(C.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain progosal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain
proposal (www friendsofshenandoahmeuntain.orgl), which would protect readless areas in the
Shenandoah Mountain, Big Leveis, and Laurel Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation,

Sincerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff, George Washington & Jefferson
National Forests; 5162 Valleypointe Parkway, Roanoke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washington National Forest plan.

As you know, the George Washington Nationai Forest is one of the most important
collections of federal lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. Itis not only incredibly
important for the health of our planet but is alsc a treasurad destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding region.

(A.) t applaud you for the ban on horizontal natura! gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency's preferred alternative) and other alternatives, and would like all hydroiracking banned on
the Forest. In addition, | support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were develioped as part of the Fish and Mussel Conservation Plan. 1.l

(B.) Aiternative C (the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted aiternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and attention that it deserves, but
so far has not. ! ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final plan,
regardless of which alternative is chosen:

Please plan for climate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oil and gas leasing.

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication to the degree
possible by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying oil and gas drilling! !

Protect ail roadiess areas to the greatest extent possible. The Forest Service should
identify all gualified roadless areas and protect all roadiess areas, whether previously inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadiess Rule

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington National Forest is
permanently protected Wilderness, far less than the national average of 18%. More wilderness
{and national scenic area) acreage shouid be recommended| !

Protect all existing Old Growth forest. Of particular importance are the sizeable old
growth tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob aresas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. All old growth areas should be designaied as being unsuitable for logging
and roadbuilding and protected as speciai areas (cold growth protection) | or as research natural
areas.

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The full cycie of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking (or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipelines, and noise to national forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There should be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest, Strong protective measures shouid be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy other values on the Forest

(C.) Friends of Shenandeah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain
praposal {www friendsofshensndoahmountain.org/}, which would protect roadiess areas in the
Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Lauret Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation.

Sincerely yours,
| 7, ﬁ
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Pianning Staff, George Washington & Jefferson
Nationai Forests; 5162 Valleypointe Parkway; Roanoke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washington National Forast plan.

As you know, the George Washington National Forest is one of the most imporiant
collections of federal lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. It is not only incradibly
important for the health of our ptanet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding region.

(A) ! applaud you for the ban on horizontal natural gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency’s preferred alternative) and other alternatives, and would like all hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. In addition, | support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Mussel Conservation Plan. 1

(B.) Alternative C (the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted alternative propesed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and attention that it deserves, but
so far has not. | ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final plarn,
regardless of which alternative is chosen:

Please plan for ciimate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oil and gas leasing.

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication to the degree
possible by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying oil and gas dritling: !

Protect all roadiess areas to the greatest extent possible. The Forest Service should
identify ali qualified roadless areas and protect ail roadless areas, whether previously inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Ruie. |

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington National Forest is
permanently protected Wilderness, far less than the national average of 18%. More wilderness
{and national scenic area} acreage should be recommended!

Protect all existing Oid Growth forest. Of particufar importance are the sizeable old
growih tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. Ali oid growth areas should be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and rcadbuilding and protected as special areas (old growth protection)! | or as research natural
areas.

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The full cycle of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking {or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipelines, and noise to national forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There should be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy other values on the Forest

(G.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain
proposal {www friendsofshenandoahrnountain.orgf), which would protect roadless areas in the
Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laurel Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation.

P Y, Sincerely yours,

o
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff, George Washington & Jefferson
National Forests; 5162 Valleypointe Parkway, Roanoke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Piease consider the following comments while you develop and approve a fina! plan for the
George Washington Naticnal Forest pian.

As you know, the George Washingion National Forest is one of the most important
collections of federal lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. it is not only incredibly
important for the heaith of our planet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding region.

(A.) I applaud you for the ban on horizontal natural gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency’s preferred alternative} and other alternatives, and would like al! hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. In addition, | support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Musse! Conservation Plan. 1

{B) Alternative C (the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C sheould have gotten the thorough analysis and attention that it deserves, but
s0 far has not. | ask you o incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C inio the final plan,
regardiess of which alternative is chosen:

Piease plan for climate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentaticn and decreasing and eliminating non-cimate stresses such as logging, road building
and oil and gas leasing.

Protect alt areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication to the degree
possible by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road huilding, and surface-
occupying oil and gas drillingi

Protect all roadiess areas to the greatest extent possible. The Forest Service shouid
identify all quaiified roadless areas and protect all roadiess areas, whether previously inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Rule. |

Designate More Wilderness Argas. Only 4% of the George Washington National Forest is
permarently protected Wilderness, far less than the national average of 18%. More wilderness
(and national scenic area) acreage should be recommended:

Protect all existing Old Growth forest. Of particuiar importance are the sizeable old
growih tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. All old growth areas shouid be designated as baing unsuitable for logging
and roadbuilding and protected as special areas (old growth protection): ¢ or as research natural
areas.

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The fult cycle of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking {or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipelines, and noise to nationai forest
lands and disrupis groundwater. There should be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy cther values on the Forest

{C.) Eriends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain
proposal {(www friendsofshenandeahmountain.org/), which would protect roadiess areas in the
Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laurel Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation.

' C Smcerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff; George Washington & Jefferson
National Forests; 5162 Valleypointe Parkway. Roanoke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washington Natichal Forest plan.

As you know, the George Washington National Forest is one of the most important
collections of federal lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. It is not only incredibly
important for the heaith of our planet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding region.

{A.) F applaud you for the ban on horizontal natural gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency’s preferred alternative) and other afternatives, and would like all hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. In addition, [ support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Mussel Conservation Plan. | '1-

{B.) Alternative C {the Conservation Alternative} is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten {he thorough analysis and attention that it deserves, but
so far has not. | ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final plan,
regardiess of which alternative is chosen:

Please plan for climate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oif and gas leasing.

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication to the degree
possible by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
occupying oil and gas drilling! |

Protect all roadless areas to the areatest extent possible. The Forest Service should
identify all qualified roadless areas and protect all roadiess areas, whether previously inventoried
orf recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadtess Rule. |

pesignate More Widerness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington National Forest is
permanently protected Witderness, far less than the national average of 18%. More wilderness
{and national scenic area) acreage should be recommended! |

Frotect all existing Oid Growth forest. Of particular importance are the sizeable oid
growth tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. All old growth areas should be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and roadbuilding and protecied as special areas (old growth protection): : or as research natural
arsas.

No Naturai Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The full cycle of natural gas development
and hydrauiic fracking (or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipelines, and noise {o national forest
lands and disrupts groundwater, There should be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy other values on the Forest

(C.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain
proposat (www.friendsofshenandoahmeountain.org/), which would protect roadiess areas in the
Shenandoah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laurel Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation.

Sincerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff; George Washington & Jefferson
National Forests; 5162 Valleypointe Parkway, Roanoke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the foliowing comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washington National Forest plan.

As you know, the George Washington Nationat Forest is one of the most important
collections of federal jands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. It is not only incredibly
important for the health of our pianet but is also a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding region.

(M) 1 applaud you for the ban on horizontal natural gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency's preferred alternative} and other alternatives, and would like all hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. In addition, i support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Mussel Conservation Plan. i ¢

(B.) Alternative C (the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C should have gotten the thorough analysis and atiention that i deserves, but
so far has not. 1 ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final pian,
regardless of which alternative is chosen:

Please plan for glimate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oil and gas leasing.

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication o the degree
possible by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
ocecupying oil and gas drilling! |

Protect all roadless areas to the greatest extent possible. The Forest Service should
identify all qualified roadiess areas and protect all roadless areas, whether previously inventoried
or recentty identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Rule. |

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington National Forest is
permanently protected Wilderness, far less than the nationai average of 18%. More wilderness
{and national scenic area} acreage should be recommended! |

Protect all existing Old Growth forest. Of particular imporiance are the sizeable oid
growth tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. All old growth areas should be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and readbuilding and protected as special areas (old growth protection)i | or as research natural
areas.

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The fufi cycle of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking {or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipelines, and noise to national forest
lands and disrupts groundwater. There should be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied o ensure that privately-owned
minerai developments do not destroy other values on the Forest

(C.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain
proposal (www friendscfshenandoahmountain.ora/l, which would protect roadiess areas in the
Shenandcah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laurel Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wilderness and recommended national scenic area designation.
Sincerely yours,
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To Maureen Hyzer, Forest Supervisor, and Planning Staff, George Washington & Jefierson
Nationa! Forests; 5162 Valleypointe Parkway; Roanocke, VA 24019

Dear Supervisor Hyzer:

Please consider the following comments while you develop and approve a final plan for the
George Washington National Forest.

As you know, the George Washington Naticnal Forest is one of the most important
collections of federat lands in the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed. 1t is not only incredibly
important for the heaith of our planet but is aiso a treasured destination for many in Virginia and
the surrounding region.

(A.) | applaud you for the ban on horizontai natural gas drilling proposed in Alternative G (the
agency’s preferred alternative) and other alternatives, and would like all hydrofracking banned on
the Forest. In addition, | support the stronger forest-wide riparian standards in Alternative G that
were developed as part of the Fish and Mussel Conservation Plan. | |

(B.) Alternative C (the Conservation Alternative) is a well-crafted alternative proposed by Virginia
citizens. Alternative C shouid have gotten the thorough analysis and attention that it deserves, but
so far has not. | ask you to incorporate the following aspects of Alternative C into the final plan,
regardless of which alternative is chosen:

Please plan for climate change by protecting core wilderness areas, reducing forest
fragmentation and decreasing and eliminating non-climate stresses such as logging, road building
and oil and gas leasing.

Protect all areas identified in the Virginia's Mountain Treasures publication to the degree
possible by designating them as unsuitable for timber harvest, new road building, and surface-
oceupying oil and gas drillingt ¢

Protect all roadless areas {o the greatest extent pessible. The Farest Service should
identify all qualified roadless areas and protect all roadless areas, whether previously inventoried
or recently identified, consistent with the provisions of the 2001 Roadless Rule. |

Designate More Wilderness Areas. Only 4% of the George Washington National Forest is
permanently protected Wilderness, far less than the national average of 18%. More wilderness
(and national scenic area) acreage should be recommended;

Protect all existing Cld Growth forest. Of particular impertance are the sizeable old
growth tracts at Peters Mountain North and Frozen Knob areas identified by the Virginia Division
of Natural Heritage. Ali old growth areas should be designated as being unsuitable for logging
and roadbuilding and protected as special areas {cld growth protection) . or as research naturai
areas.

No Natural Gas Leasing and Hydrofracking. The fuff cycle of natural gas development
and hydraulic fracking (or hydrofracking) brings roads, pipelines, and noise to national forest
lands and distupts groundwater. There shouid be no hydrofracking or federal natural gas leasing
in the forest. Strong protective measures should be applied to ensure that privately-owned
mineral developments do not destroy other vaiues on the Forest

(C.) Friends of Shenandoah Mountain proposal. | support the Friends of Shenandoah Mountain
proposal {www friendsofshenandoahmountain.org/), which would protect roadless areas in the
Shenandozah Mountain, Big Levels, and Laurei Fork areas under a combination of designations,
including recommended wildermness and recommended national scenic area designation.

Sincerely yours,
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