
October 11, 20 l1 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5 I 62 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 24019 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

I strongly suppmt the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofracking" or "fracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale formations, such as the Marcellus Shale beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, distlibution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government repmts, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

EJToneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of fracking 
itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their drinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. ln total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public drinking water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Fmther, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of Harrisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratorium on horizontal natural gas drilling to protect public drinking water sources. 

Thus, I strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal drilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

I thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 

Sincerely, 
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October 11,2011 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 24019 

Subject: Suppmt the Ban on Hmizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

I strongly supp01t the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofracking" or "fi'acking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas tram 
"deep" shale formations, such as the Marcellus Shale beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, distribution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow dlinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

Erroneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of fracking 
itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their dlinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. In total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public dlinking water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citiz.ens. Further, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of Harrisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratorium on horizontal natural gas drilling to protect public dtinking water sources. 

Thus, I strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal drilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensihle precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

l thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 

Sincerely, 
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October 11, 2011 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 24019 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Dri.lting in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

l strongly support the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofracking" or "fracking") makes .it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale formations, such as the Marcellus Shale beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling. well completion, distribution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

Erroneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of fracking 
itself. Deep shale gas development bas simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their drinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. In total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public drinking water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Further, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of HaJTisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratorium on horizontal natural gas dlilling to protect public drinking water sources. 

Thus, l strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal drilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents rel.iant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal dJilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

I thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 
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October J I, 2011 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 24019 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

I strongly snpport the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("bydrofracking" or "fracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale formations, such as the Marcellus Shale beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, distribution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

Erroneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of fracking 
itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local govemments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their drinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. ln total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public dtinking water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Fmther, we understand that Rockingham County, Angosta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of Harrisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratorium on horizontal natural gas drilling to protect public drinking water sources. 

Thus, l strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal drilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal dtilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

l thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 



October 11, 2011 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 240!9 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

I strongly support the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydroffacking" or "fracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale formations, such as fhe Marcellus Shale beneath fhe forest. Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, distribution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government repmts, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced hy the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

EtToneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recoveling gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the·· safety of fracking 
itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect fheir drinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. ln total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public drinking water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Further, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of Harrisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to han or place a moratorium on horizontal natural gas drilling to protect public drinking water sources. 

Thus, I strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal dlilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

l thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 



October 11, 2011 

George Wasbington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 24019 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

I strongly support the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that hegins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofracking" or "fracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale formations, such as the Marcellus Shal.e beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, distribution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government repmts, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

Erroneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recoveling gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of fracking 
itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their drinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. In total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public drinking water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Further, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of HatTisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratorium on horizontal natural gas drilling to protect public drinking water sources. 

Thus, 1 strongly urge you to maintain the han on horizontal drilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

1 thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 

Sincerely, 
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October 11, 2011 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 24019 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

l strongly support the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofracking" or "fracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale formations, such as the Marcellus Shale beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, distribution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

Erroneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of fracking 
itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their drinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. In total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public dlinking water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Further, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of Harrisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratorium on horizontal natural gas dlilling to protect pnblic drinking water sources. 

Thus, I strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal dtilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

I thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 

Sincerely, 
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October I I, 2011 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 24019 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

I strongly supp011 the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofi·acldng" or "fracki ng") makes it now feasihle to develop natural gas fTom 
"deep" shale formations, such as the Marcellus Shale beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natura.! gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, distribution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and poHuted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

Erroneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of fmcking 
itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropri.ate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their dlinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. In total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public diinking water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Further, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of Harrisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratorium on horizontal natural gas driWng to protect public drinking water sources. 

Thus, 1 strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal drilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized dsks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

I thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. I' 

Sincerely, 



October 11, 2011 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA24019 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

I strongly support the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofracking" or "fracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale formations, such as tbe Marcellus Shale beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, distribution, and waste management-
have been linked across tbe country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

Erroneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores tbe documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of fracking 
itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their drinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. In total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public drinking water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Further, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, tbe City of Harrisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratorium on horizontal natural gas drilling to protect public drinking water sources. 

Thus, I strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal drilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
Witb more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

l thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 

Sincerely, 



October J 1, 2011 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 24019 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

I strongly support the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofracking" or "tracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale formations, such as the Marcellus Shale beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial process nsed to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, distlibntion, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinldng water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document fhese impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

Erroneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of fracking 
itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their drinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. In total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public dtinldng water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Further, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of Harrisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratorium on horizontal natural gas drilling to protect public dtinking water sources. 

Thus, I strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal dri.lling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

I thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 

Sincerely, 



October 11, 2011 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 24019 

Subject: Supp01t the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

I strongly support the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofracking" or "fracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale fonnations, such as the Marcellus Shale beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, distribution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

Erroneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recoveling gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of fracking 
itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their drinking 
water supply fi·om the impacts of gas development. In total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public dlinking water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Futiher, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of Harrisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratorium on horizontal natural gas drilling to protect public drinking water sources. 

Thus, I strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal drilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

I thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 



October ll, 2011 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5162 V alleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 24019 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

l strongly support the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofracking" or "fracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale fom1ations, such as the Marcellus Shale beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, distribution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

Enoneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of fracking 
itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their drinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. In total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public drinking water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Further, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of Harrisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratmium on horizontal natural gas drilling to protect public d1inking water sources. 

Thus, I strongly urge yuu to maintain the ban on hmizontal drilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

l thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 

Sincerely, 
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October l l, 201 l 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5 J 62 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 240 I 9 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
_Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

I strongly support the U.S, Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"), This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("bydrofracking" or "fracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale fonnations, such as the Marcellus Shale beneath the forest- Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, disttibution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing, 

Erroneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process, Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of fracking 
itself Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities, 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their dtinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development In total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public drinking water quality and supply, These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens, Fmther, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of HatTisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to han or place a moratotium on horizontal natural gas drilling to protect public drinking water sources. 

Thus, I strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal drilling in the George Washington National Forest plan, 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality, 

I thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians, 

Sincerely, 
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October 11, 2011 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 24019 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

I strongly suppmt the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofracking" or "fracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale formations, such as fhe Mru·cellus Shale beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, distribution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recove1y is ongoing. 

En-oneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across fhe gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of fracking 
itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their drinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. In total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public drinking water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Further, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of HaiTisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratmium on horizontal natural gas diilling to protect public drinking water sources. 

Thus, l strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal drilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposaJ 
to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized Iisks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

l thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 

Sincerely, 



October 11, 2011 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National Forest 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA24019 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

l strongly support the U.S. Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"). This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofracking" or "fracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale formations, such as the Marcellus Shale beneath the forest. Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, dist:Jibution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poorly treated wastes. Peer-reviewed studies, government reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

Erroneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are ongoing to assess the safety of frack:ing 
itself. Deep shale gas development bas simply outpaced ouPunderstanding of its lisks and enactment of appropriate 
safeguards to protect local communities. 

The dratl plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their drinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. In total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public d1inking water quality and supply. These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Further, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of Harrisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specifically asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratmium on horizontal natural gas drilling to protect public drinking water sources. 

Thus, I strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal dlilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to resu:ict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justified and sensible precaution in light of the recognized tisks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

l thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 
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October 11, 2011 

George Washington Plan Revision 
George Washington & Jefferson National For~,st 
5162 Valleypointe Parkway 
Roanoke, VA 240 !9 

Subject: Support the Ban on Horizontal Drilling in the George Washington National Forest Draft Land and 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear George Washington Plan Revision Staff: 

I strongly support the U,S, Forest Service's proposal to ban horizontal oil and gas drilling in the George Washington 
National Forest Draft Land and Resource Management Plan ("draft plan"), This action will help protect the 
drinking water source for hundreds of thousands of Virginians that begins in the forest. 

Horizontal hydraulic fracturing ("hydrofracking" or "fracking") makes it now feasible to develop natural gas from 
"deep" shale formations, such as the Marcellus Shale beneath the forest Steps in the industrial process used to 
develop natural gas from deep shale--including drilling, well completion, distribution, and waste management-
have been linked across the country to contaminated shallow drinking water aquifers and polluted streams by spills 
and poor.ly treated wastes, Peer-reviewed studies, govemment reports, state agency releases, and eye-witness press 
accounts document these impacts. These problems are real, evidenced by the damage in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and other states where deep shale gas recovery is ongoing. 

Erroneous claims from the oil and gas industry that recovering gas from deep shale is safe ignores the documented 
negative impacts across the gas development process. Federal studies are, ongoing to assess the safety offracking 
itself. Deep shale gas development has simply outpaced• our understanding of its risks and enactment of appropriate 
safet,'Uards to protect local communities, 

The draft plan appropriately responds to local governments' and citizens' strong desire to protect their drinking 
water supply from the impacts of gas development. In total, 40 local governments and civic organizations adopted 
resolutions urging the Forest Service to manage the forest for public drinking water quality and supply, These local 
governments represent over 340,000 citizens. Further, we understand that Rockingham County, Augusta County, 
Shenandoah County, the City of Hanisonburg, and the City of Staunton have specitlcally asked the Forest Service 
to ban or place a moratmium on hmizontal natural gas drilling to protect public drinking water sources, 

Thus, l strongly urge you to maintain the ban on horizontal drilling in the George Washington National Forest plan. 
With more than 260,000 Virginia residents reliant on the forest for their water supply, the Forest Service's proposal 
to restrict horizontal drilling in the forest is a well justitled and sensible precaution in light of the recognized risks 
of deep shale gas development on water quality. 

l thank you for your work to protect the George Washington National Forest and the invaluable natural resources it 
provides to Virginians. 

Sincerely, 
















































