
 

To learn more about how to better prepare your home to withstand a wildfire, go to www.idahofirewise.org. 
For more information on closures and fires on the Salmon-Challis National Forest, visit www.inciweb.org/unit/46.  

 

Salmon-Challis National Forest 
Fire Update 

Saturday, September 17, 2011 
 

Contact Fire Information:  208.756.5177 
                                                            

OVERVIEW:  The cold front has brought an obvious decrease in fire activity over the past couple of days.  

Fire resources did respond to a couple of reports of smoke yesterday, but they did not locate any new fires.  

Isolated thunderstorms are possible throughout the day today.  The weather is expected to begin warming again 

on Monday and be warm and dry through the week. 

 

The area closure around the Salt Fire was reduced yesterday morning to preclude all the area west of Panther 

Creek Road.  The area east of Panther Creek, west of the Forest boundary, south of Williams Creek/Deep Creek 

Roads, and north of the Lemhi-Custer County line do remain closed.  Additionally, the Lemhi County Sheriff 

has removed the Stage 1 evacuation alert for the Panther Creek drainage.  The area closures around the Saddle 

Complex, Ship Island and Alpine, and Velvet Fires are still effective. 

 

The Velvet Fire has not increased in size from 2,850 acres and has no resources currently assigned.  The 

remaining firefighters on the Porter Fire are expected to demob by the end of today.  It burned a total of 65 

acres since lightning ignited it on September 12
th
.  

 

SALT FIRE:  The fire continued to smolder throughout the day yesterday.  Crews worked on rehabilitating 

existing control lines and will continue that work today.  Wilde’s Type 2 Team arrived in Salmon last night and 

received a briefing on the fire.  They will spend today shadowing the existing teams on the fire and will assume 

command tomorrow morning.  Sommer’s Type 2 Team and Houseman’s NIMO Team will demob from the fire 

by the end of today. 

Resources:  3 Crews; 4 Helicopters; 8 Engines; 1 Dozer; 6 Water Tenders; 244 Total Personnel  

Start Date:  25 August  Cause:  Lightning  Size:  20,418 acres  

 

SADDLE COMPLEX:  A remote weather station on the fire site recorded .48 inches of rain and strong wind 

gusts, with a maximum gust of 49 mph.  A Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation (BAER) team is beginning 

to assess the Idaho side of the fire.  The role of a BAER team is to evaluate and recommend rehab actions over a 

fire area, including:  installing water or erosion control devices; planting for soil stability and noxious weed 

control; suggesting warning signs; installing appropriate drainage devices on roads and trails; removing critical 

safety hazards, such as snags; and taking the necessary steps to prevent the loss of animal habitat, particularly 

for threatened or endangered species. 

 Resources:  3 Crews; 3 Engines; 88 Total Personnel  

Start Date:  18 August  Cause:  Lightning  Size:  32,365 acres (Idaho:  16,709)  

 

SHIP ISLAND FIRE:  Light rain fell on the fire area for most of the day.  Fog didn’t lift from the canyon until 

mid-afternoon.  The Alpine Fire is still 20 acres. 

Resources:  1 Crew; 12 Total Personnel  

Start Date:  25 August  Cause:  Lightning  Size:  2,301 acres  

  


