
Idaho Panhandle Avalanche Center 

Avalanche Advisory 

 

Contact:  Kevin Davis (208) 265-6686, Ed Odegaard (208) 245-6209, or John Olson 

(208) 265-6635 

This message is available by calling (208) 765-7323 or toll-free at 1-866-489-8664. 

E-mail address:  kevingdavis@fs.fed.us, eodegaard@fs.fed.us,  jrolson@fs.fed.us, 

ebmorgan@fs.fed.us 

This is Kevin Davis with the Idaho Panhandle Avalanche Center.  Today is November 7, 

2011.  We will begin issuing regular avalanche advisories December 16
th

.  The avalanche 

advisory will be issued every Friday at 7:30 AM with an outlook for Saturday and 

Sunday, same as always.  The Friends of the Idaho Panhandle Avalanche Center is 

working on a new website so we’ll definitely let you know when that is up and running.   

Winter arrived to North Idaho in mid October at the highest elevations with the first 

accumulations of snow.  On north aspects this snow has lingered and begun to 

accumulate while on southerly aspects the snow has come and gone.  Driving over 

Cook’s Pass in the Selkirk’s last week we encountered consistent snow on the roads 

above 5,000 feet.  Although the snow on the ground so far only amounts to about 6 

inches at the most it is beginning to create the first layers of our snowpack.  Think of how 

this layer is filling in the steeper terrain near the peaks and ridges where you like to 

travel.  If this layer persists it will likely facet and become an early weak layer.  While 

you’re waiting for the snow make sure you save time to attend IPAC’s free avalanche 

workshops.  In Sandpoint, these classes are currently scheduled. 

Nov. 8, “Winter 2012 Forecast.”  

Nov. 15
 
and Dec. 15, “Beacon Practice Avy Gear Review.”  

Jan. 10, “Fire and Ice, Risk Assessment and Situational 

Awareness.”  
Feb. 10, “Ten Years of Avalanche Fatalities in North Idaho.”  

  
  TThheessee  ccllaasssseess  aarree  ffrreeee  ttoo  tthhee  ppuubblliicc  aanndd  wwiillll  bbee  hheelldd  ffrroomm  66--88PPMM  iinn  tthhee  

CCoonnffeerreennccee  RRoooomm  ooff  tthhee  NNeeww  FFoorreesstt  SSeerrvviiccee  BBuuiillddiinngg  iinn  SSaannddppooiinntt,,  11660022  OOnnttaarriioo  

SStt..,,  wweesstt  ooff  ttoowwnn  oonn  tthhee  wwaayy  ttoo  DDoovveerr..    CCaallll  KKeevviinn  DDaavviiss  aatt  226655--66668866  oorr  JJoohhnn  OOllssoonn  

aatt  994466--33337788  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aa  ggrroouupp  tthhaatt  iiss  iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  aatttteennddiinngg..  IInn  tthhee  SSiillvveerr  VVaalllleeyy,,  

ccoonnttaacctt  DDaann  FFrriiggaarrdd  aatt  778833--22113300,,  aanndd  iinn  SStt..  MMaarriieess  ccoonnttaacctt  EEdd  OOddeeggaaaarrdd  aatt  224455--

66220099..  

The State of Idaho Parks and Recreation Department in cooperation with the IPNF-AC, is 

conducting  (Free) avalanche workshops for snowmobilers this winter in Coeur d’ Alene 

on November 16
th

, and January 13
th

 and 14
th

, Sandpoint January 27
th

 and 28
th

.   For more 

information go to the Idaho Parks and Recreation Department website at 

http://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/recreation/snowmobileeducation.aspx, or call Marc 

Hildesheim, North Region Trails Specialist, at (208) 769-1511. 

mailto:kevingdavis@fs.fed.us
mailto:eodegaard@fs.fed.us
mailto:%20jrolson@fs.fed.us
mailto:ebmorgan@fs.fed.us
http://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/recreation/snowmobileeducation.aspx


 

 

 

 


