
The former bathroom at the Three Lakes Trailhead was destroyed by vandals in 

2009. This trailhead area provides access to the Pacific Crest Trail, Bucks Lake 

Wilderness, and attractive mountain lakes. The road that accesses this area was 

created as part of the Bucks Creek Hydropower system and had not seen much 

maintenance  in recent years. It was decided to install a new universally accessi-

ble bathroom and since the road needed to be improved to get the two-piece con-

crete structures there, narrow spots and drainage were worked on to improve 

safety and reduce impacts of the road.  Approximately 20 rolling dips were in-

stalled and several wet areas were rocked. 

Although traveling the road still requires a high-clearance vehicle, the long-term viability of the road was increased 

to provide safe access for PG&E, recreationists, and fire suppression personnel.  Since one quarter of the wilder-

ness was burned in the Storrie Fire of 2000, fire suppression access on Three Lakes Road is needed to protect and 

manage the remaining unburned wilderness.  

PLUMAS NATIONAL FOREST,  MT HOUGH RANGER DISTRICT 

Three Lakes Road and Recreation Improvement Project 

Connection to Storrie 
Settlement: 
This road and trailhead are 
needed to access the Storrie 
Fire area in the Bucks Lake 
Wilderness for future wildfire 
management activities. Water 
quality upgrades improve 
conditions in watersheds 
affected by the fire. 
 
Objectives: 
Install new universally 
accessible bathroom facilities at 
Three Lakes trailhead, enhance 
recreation experience and 
reduce impacts to area  
 Improve drainage and harden 
road 24N24 to reduce risks to 
water quality and reduce future 
maintenance needs.  
 Improve site distance and 
build up narrow section of 
road to provide for safe travel 
and fire suppression access.   
 
Funding: 
Storrie Fire Settlement: approx 
$82,000; PG&E  (labor and 
equipment) 
 
Cooperators  
 Pacific Gas and Electric  
(PG&E) were partners at all 
stages of the process. 

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT ERIKA 
BRENZOVICH,   
RECREATION SPECIALIST 
EBRENZOVICH@FS.FED.US,  PH.  530-283-5189 

Before—Muddy area with heavy brush After—rocked and cleared 

Transporting bathroom 7 miles on 
high clearance road 

 Installed at trailhead 
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