
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 US Forest Service waives fees during Veterans Day weekend 

 

CLEVELAND, TN – November 8, 2011…  The U.S. Forest Service is waiving fees at 
most of its day-use recreation sites nationwide over Veterans Day weekend.   Fees will be 
waived at the Ocoee Whitewater Center and at all day-use fee sites in the Cherokee 
National Forest that are open during Veterans Day Weekend.  This includes free day use 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, November 11, 12, and 13, 2011.   
 

“We’re honoring our country’s brave men and women veterans by waiving fees over the 
long weekend,” said U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell.  “We encourage people who 
might not normally enjoy our beautiful public lands to get out of the house and enjoy a 
forest or grassland near you.” 
 
The Forest Service 
operates 
approximately 17,000 
recreation sites 
nationwide.  Of those, 
approximately 6,000 
require recreation 
fees, which are used 
to provide visitor 
services, repairs and 
replacements, and 
facilities 
maintenance.  There 
are 30 developed 
campgrounds, 45 day-use sites and over 600 miles of trails in the Cherokee National 
Forest (Forest). The Forest covers 650,000 acres in ten east Tennessee counties from 
Chattanooga to Bristol.  Approximately 2 million people visit the Forest annually to camp, 
picnic, hike, fish, hunt, boat, sightsee and get away from it all. 
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