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for and received an ADF&G non-game 
wildlife grant. The grant primarily supports 
district wildlife technician Nate Catterson to 
implement the project as a graduate student 
in partnership with Forest Service funding. 

In 2008, we implemented a set of sur-
vey methods to evaluate the Aleutian Terns 
on Yakutat’s Black Sand Spit and near the 
Italio River on the Yakutat Forelands. Our 
intent was to develop a statistically robust 
method to monitor Aleutian Terns, and that 
this method would be transferable to oth-
er colony sites. We completed a series of 
ground measurements, and the data analyses 
are forthcoming. We also tried to determine 
whether aerial monitoring was cost effec-
tive. The Forest Service San Dimas Tech-
nology & Development Center provided 
camera equipment for aerial photos and the 
ADF&G provided funding to retrofit a local 
plane and for air time. The jury is still out, 
but suffice it to say that aerial surveys on 
Black Sand Spit were complicated.

We also collaborated with undergraduate 
Derek DeRaps. UAS, in conjunction with 
the National Science Foundation’s Research 
Experience for Undergraduates, brought 
Derek from the Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology for a summer intern program work-
ing with the Forest Service in Alaska. Derek 
collected nest characteristics of Aleutian and 
Arctic Terns. He collected data to model the 
variables that statistically separate the nests 

of the two species. Derek’s results will allow us to monitor terns 
more effectively; using his models, we can better estimate the dis-
tribution and population size of each species. Data analysis is un-
derway, and the resulting protocol will be applied to Black Sand 
Spit and other known Yakutat and Cordova Ranger District colonies 
during the 2009 field season, in combination with our ground survey 
technique. Ultimately, our goal is to provide an effective methodol-
ogy that is transferable to other sites, to better assess the population 
status of Aleutian terns throughout their Alaskan range.

This project serves as an example of the multi-stakeholder col-
laboration needed to address a statewide conservation need, applied 
at the area of greatest concentration of the species. We hope that 
this project will inspire further partnership building between For-
est Service and other conservation stakeholders within the State of 
Alaska and beyond. 

Eileen Henniger and Derek DeRaps collecting tern egg and nest 
information. Photo by Mike Denega. 

The Youth Restoration Corps re-
ceived special recognition in 
2008 by Alaska Governor Sarah 

Palin for their contributions to the res-
toration of Resurrection Creek. For the 
past 11 years,YRC, working in partner-
ship with the Forest Service and other 
agencies, has contributed to the resto-
ration of nearly 13 miles of spawning 
and rearing habitat and some 300 acres 
of flood plain habitat in Southcentral 
Alaska. The Corps said such restoration 
work  demonstrates that “stewardship is 
cool people doing cool things for a cool 
purpose.”

Partners in Alaska: The Youth Restoration Corps 




