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Name Affiliation Name Affiliation 
Ross Holloway ASG Facilitator Dan Segotta SNF 
Pam Gardner SNF Viva Worthington SNF 
Jack Sleeper SNF Eric Stolsig SNF 
Andy Kittel AWC Kelly Kittel Landowner 
Chandra LeGue Oregon Wild Tom Davis AWC 
Mike Kennedy Siletz Tribe Joe Rohleder AWC 
Fran Recht PSMFC Paul Engelmeyer Audubon 
Elmer Ostling AWC Jackie Nichols CPRCD 
Marc Barnes IRM Chris Cornwell Lincoln County 
Josh Lambert Lincoln SWCD Stacy Polkowske Lincoln SWCD 
Javon Smith Landowner Linda Johnston AWC 
Gerry Keck Georgia Pacific   
 
Field trip participants met at the Central Coast RD office in Waldport.  The field trip began with 
a round of introductions, an agenda overview by Dan Segotta and Andy Kittel, and a safety 
briefing by Dan.  Vans departed for Dean Thompson’s property on Canal Creek at about 9:00. 

The group made the following stops along the way: 

· Thompson property on Canal Creek – Stop 1 

· Kittel Property on Canal Creek - Stop 2 

· Skinner Thin Stewardship Sale (USFS) - Stop 3 

· Siletz Tribal Lands on Arnold Creek – Stop 4 

 
Thompson Property - Stop 1:     
Dean Thompson and Jack Sleeper met the group at this stop.  Andy Kittel described the purpose 
of this Wyden project.  Area has deep soils (6-8’).  Some tidal influence at this point on Canal 
Creek during high flow periods. 

 
Andy Kittel describes project on Thompson Property 

 

 

 Some key features of the project include: 

· Root wads and tree boles are anchored in 
with the boles placed ~25’ back into the 
stream bank. 



· Root wads provide a better substrate and food source from a habitat perspective. 

· Boles are placed over a brow log and boulders placed on top to prevent scouring at high 
flows. 

· Area will be overseeded with grass and planted with willow this fall. 

· Logs used were obtained through an agreement with ODFW. 

· FS Hydrologist involved with project were Chuck Fisher and Justin Fenton. 

· Butler Peak Logging did the log placement work. 

· Total project cost was $62,000, with $29,000 coming from stewardship funds. 
 

The group heard that all five anadramous fish species use this portion of Canal Creek.  The group 
also discussed roads in the basin above, and the relationship between road densities in a 
watershed and sediment loads.  Dan Segotta and Jack Sleeper described how this project would 
benefit National Forest lands by providing key habitat for fish species moving to and from the 
NF lands upstream.  Jack noted that the highest potential for habitat restoration is on private 
parcels such as this, lower down in the watershed. 

 

Kittel Property - Stop 2: 
The group viewed the rest of the project, located on the Kittel property.  Andy described the 
value of large boulders in the Canal Creek channel, which have come down from the slopes.  The 

group viewed an area where large wood, root wad 
and boulder placement had occurred using similar 
anchoring techniques as seen at Stop 1.  Willow 
planting is also planned for this site.  This 
location provided a good example of how the 
stream has migrated over time, leaving areas of 
deposited sediment that are re-vegetated with 
alder, willow and other species. 
 
 

Andy Kittel describes log and boulder placement on Canal Creek 
 
 
Skinner Thin Stewardship Sale - Stop 3: 
 
The group was joined by Jerry Keck of Georgia-Pacific, the Purchaser of the timber sale.  This 
sale was sold in September of 2010, and operations commenced in January of 2011.  The sale bid 
up from the advertised rate of $7.06 per ton, to $27.47 per ton.  Jerry explained that public timber 
values have increased due to the increasing flow of private land timber into export markets.  Dan 
explained that the FS typically has good competition for sale offered, with up to five bidders on a 



sale.  Jerry explained that GP only hires a select group of loggers who are familiar with FS sales 
and are professionally trained.  Precision Logging of Tillamook is the logger on this sale. 

 
Dan described that this unit (Unit 6) was designed as 
“Designation by Prescription” (DxP), with a 50 tree 
per acre average.  The goal is variable density, 
favoring the leave of dominant and co-dominant 
trees.  Jerry stated that they find DxP easy to work 
with, and easier to train cutters.  FS staff also works 
directly with cutters to ensure they understand how to 
implement the prescription. 
 
 

Skinner Thin Stewardship Sale 
 
Other topics discussed at this stop included: 

· Increased cost of thinning versus clearcuts, due to lower volumes per acre. 
· The pros and cons of burning in this forest type. 
· Monitoring plots that have been installed in this sale (~15 plots). Pre-harvest plot 

information for this sale will appear in the current year’s monitoring report. 
· Mature tree topping as part of the associated stewardship work.  Topped trees are mature 

trees within adjacent stands. 
· An addition project added to this sale by agreement with the Purchaser is road 

“daylighting” on access roads to the sale.  Provides needed road maintenance and the 
wood is decked for public firewood permits. 

 
 
Siletz Tribal Land on Arnold Creek - Stop 4: 
 
The group visited a 412 acre parcel of Siletz Tribe land, surrounded on most sides by USFS land.  
Mike Kennedy described how the Tribe came 
to own this parcel and how it is being 
managed.  The land was acquired from Forest 
Capital Partners in 2008, with funds coming 
from “New Carissa” mitigation funds 
designated for acquisition of private lands for 
marbled murrelet habitat.  The Tribe went 
through a competitive process to acquire the 
lands, which came with a conservation 
easement.  The agreement requires the Tribe 
to pay property taxes to the County, and 
requires that all revenue generated stay with 
the lands for taxes and management costs. 

Siletz Tribal Land at Arnold Creek 
 



ODFW is the actual grantee of the conservation easement and must approve management plans 
for the property.  ~ 1/3 of the property is currently considered occupied murrelet habitat, and the 
easement call for that to be doubled over time.  The remainder can be managed for more 
traditional timber values. 
 
Paul Engelmeyer provided information on murrelet nest site requirements and species behavior.  
Paul offered to facilitate involvement from Kim Nelson and members of the Pacific Seabird 
Technical Group in helping develop prescriptions for murrelet habitat development.  Mike 
described how the parcel is split into three management zones and provided a display showing 
the location of the zones.  There are three streams in the parcel which will be evaluated for 
potential restoration projects (Sudan, Arnold and Oxtable Creeks). 
 
The group returned to Waldport and the field trip concluded at about 12:45 P.M. 


