
 
Avalanche advisory does not apply to developed ski areas 

 

 

 

 
All Mountain Ranges 

     

  

Avalanche Danger Summary 

4 -High : 5,000 to 7,500 ft. elevation on steep, 
open terrain 

1 - Low : below 5,000 

 

 

 
AVALANCHE – INSTABILITY DESCRIPTION         

 All Mountain Ranges - 5,000 to 7,500 ft. elevation 

Danger Level 4 - HIGH 

Confidence Fair 

Travel Advice 
 Very dangerous avalanche conditions 

 Travel in avalanche terrain not recommended  

Likelihood of Avalanches 
 Natural avalanche unlikely 

 Human triggered avalanches possible 

Avalanche Size & Distribution 
 Large avalanches in widespread areas 

 Concern is steep, open slopes & gullies 

 

 
AVALANCHE – INSTABILITY DESCRIPTION         

 All Mountain Ranges - below 5,000 ft. elevation 

Danger Level 1 - LOW 

Confidence Fair 

Travel Advice  
 Generally safe avalanche conditions 

 Watch for unstable snow on isolated terrain features 

Likelihood of Avalanches   Both natural and human triggered avalanche unlikely 

Avalanche Size & Distribution 
 Very small avalanches in widespread areas 

or 

 Small avalanche in isolated areas  
 
Because of the general nature of this advisory message, each backcountry party will always need to make their own time 
and site specific avalanche hazard evaluations.  This advisory best describes conditions at the time of its issuance. As 
time passes avalanche and snow conditions may change, sometimes quite rapidly. Elevation and geographic distinctions 
used are approximate and transition zones between hazards exist. 

  

Issue Date: 7:00 AM, Friday, November 3, 2011 

Valid Until: Midnight, Friday, November 3, 2011 

Next Update: Tuesday, December 5, 2011  

Issued by: Tony Willits 
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Recent and Current Weather 

Summary  Monday –Tuesday ---High pressure and a dry air mass has stalled over the region 

Precipitation  Only scattered, very light, new snowfall 

Temperature  Tuesday saw cold temperatures again as a weak arctic front pushed into the region 

Wind  Winds have been light – 0-5MPH 

 

Field Observation Locations 

Wednesday, 2-10-11  Hellroaring Basin in the Mission Range, E of Polson 

Thursday, 2-11-11 

 Noisy Basin area in Swan Range, NE of Bigfork 

 Kimmerly Basin in the Whitefish Range, NW of Columbia Falls 

 Flatiron Mtn in the Purcell Range, N of Libby 

Observer Report Locations  

Thursday, 2-11-11 None received 
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Most      Less        Unlikely  

 

New Storm  or Near Surface Snow  

 Significant new snow in last 24 hrs  

 6-14 inches of new snow depth at many locations 

 Storm snow inverted with heavy, more dense snow atop 

cold, low-density 

 

Wind Loading  

 Ongoing wind over the last 12-hrs. 

 Peak and ridge top winds generally 4-10 MPH from the SW 

 Watch for local topographic channeling causing ground 

level variability in wind direction 

 

Buried  or Persistent Weak Layer  None observed 

Spring Wet Snow or Melt-Freeze  Not applicable 

Rain-on-Snow   

Loose Snow  None observed 

Other Concerns   

 

  



 

 

 

All Mountain Ranges 

     

  

Avalanche Danger Summary 

4 – HIGH between 5,000 and 7,500 ft. 

elevation on steep, open terrain 

1 - Low : below 5,000 ft. elevation 
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AVALANCHE – INSTABILITY DESCRIPTION         

 All Mountain Ranges 

Danger Level  4 - HIGH 

Elevation  5,000 to 7,500 ft. elevation 

Likelihood of Avalanches   Natural avalanche unlikely 

 Human triggered avalanches possible 

Avalanche Size & Distribution    

   
Confidence  Fair 

   
Comments   Concern is steep, open slopes & gullies 

   
Travel Advice    
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Avalanche Danger Summary 

4 -High : 5,000 to 7,500 ft. elevation on steep, open 
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1 - Low : below 5,000 
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