
Forest Supervisor Jo Reyer and Smokey Bear cut his 
birthday cake at the Nelsonville party.

 

Smokey Bear turns 65 amidst balloons 
and festivities in Ohio

With two large birthday parties to attend, the Wayne 
National Forest kept Smokey Bear busy celebrating 

his 65th birthday.

Smokey Bear celebrated his 
birthday with 700 of his friends 
and fans at the Nelsonville, Ohio, 
office of the Wayne National Forest 
on Thursday, August 6. He then 
celebrated with another crowd of 
admirers at the Bob Evans Farm in 
Rio Grande, Ohio, on Sunday, 
August 9.  
 
"The partnerships we had working 
on these birthday parties was 
great," said Gary Chancey, Wayne 
National Forest public affairs 
officer. "I've never seen so many 
people come forward and 
contribute so much to making both 
events such a success."  
 
For the Nelsonville party, Chancey 
explained the Athens County 
Convention and Visitor's Bureau 
(CVB), WXTQ POWER 105, and 
Athens Messenger donated 
advertising and publicity for the 
events and ensured a large crowd. 
The Athens CVB donated hundreds 
of cupcakes for the party. POWER 
105 Radio broadcast live from the 
party for two hours, which helped 
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A crowd of Smokey's young friends in thier new hats listen 
to his story.

 

Smokey waves to his friends in the kiddie train at his 
birthday party at the Bob Evans Farm.

contribute to the high attendance. 
The local newspaper, the Athens 
Messenger, donated space in its 
Sunday paper to publish a Smokey 
Bear coloring contest as well as 
advertising space to promote the 
celebration. 
 
As a firefighter himself, Smokey 
garnered plenty of support from 
his fellow fire agencies. The 
Nelsonville City Fire Department 
brought their ladder truck and 
parked it in front of the office with 
the ladder extended, flying the 
American flag high above the 
highway. The Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources, Division of 
Forestry Firewise Coordinator was 
there with a large display. The 
Chauncey-Dover Volunteer Fire 
Department (VFD) and the York 
Township VFD brought their fire 
engines for the public to view. The 

Ward Township VFD also brought an engine to display and a grill to 
cook and serve food as a fundraiser.  
 
The 25-foot Smokey Bear cold-air balloon from Albuquerque, NM was 
an impressive backdrop to the party. It was the first time the balloon 
had been in Ohio. The Friends of the Smokey Air Balloon, a nonprofit 
organization based in Albuquerque delivered the balloon to the 
Wayne National Forest, so it could be used at both parties. At the 
Bob Evans event, the organization sold and signed posters of the 
balloon.  
 
Chancey was able to put the Smokey Bear song and several Smokey 
public service announcements on an MP3 player, which was then 
played on a loop over the PA system throughout the party which 
lasted from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. During that time, there were several 
activities for children, including story time with Chris Euler, Robyn 
Wright gave instructions on building safe campfires, a "douse the 
flame" game was on hand with the portable water tank and hoses 
designed by Paul Meyers (LeAx Water District donated 1500 gallons 
to fill up the water tank). The kids also got a Smokey Bear balloon, 
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tattoo, a bag of fire prevention items, and were able to tour fire 
engines and visit with firefighters. 
 
Chancey said Forest employees stepped up and helped out in a 
myriad of ways. Ann Cramer and Fred Johnson led interpretive tours 
of the onsite historic fire lookout tower. Whether they were asked or 
not, employees were helping in every way. District Ranger Tim 
Slone's wife baked the event birthday cake that was cut after a child 
volunteered to lead the singing of Smokey's birthday song. Alex 
Snyder, a volunteer intern from Ohio University's School of Visual 
Communications took pictures through both of the events which are 
posted on http://www.flickr.com/photos/waynenf/sets. Chancey had 
special T-shirts made for employees and volunteers to wear the day 
of the event which featured Smokey's 65th birthday logo and the 
Wayne National Forest name on the front and partner logos on the 
back.  
 
At the Sunday event in Rio Grande at the Bob Evans Farm, the 
Homestead Museum in partnership with the Wayne National Forest, 
had a display on-site featuring the story and legacy of Smokey Bear. 
The exhibit included campaign posters, photographs, books, toys, 
educational kits and Smokey Bear figurines. The Homestead Museum 
gave away Smokey Bear gift bags and offered kids a ride in the 
kiddie train with Smokey Bear. Kid craft activities and several yard 
games were also scheduled. "Sunday was in the mid-90s and 
extremely hot," said Chancey, "but even so, a good crowd showed 
up." He said the Ironton Ranger District set up their portable water 
tank for the "douse the flame" game and the cold air balloon was a 
hit at this event as well. "Bob Evans Farm personnel were great to 
work with. This is a partnership that we've had for a long time and 
they really made it a nice event."  
 
Chancey noted Bob & Erline Baker brought a battered Smokey doll 
and their daughter Heidi's Junior Ranger outfit. They donated the 
little ranger outfit to our Smokey historical collection. Another 
woman, Marge Garry from Columbus, Ohio, had actually met the real 
Smokey bear as an injured cub after he was rescued when she was a 
child in New Mexico and told the crowd her story. Ironically while 
these people shared old memories, mostly the events created new 
memories for a new generation of Smokey's friends in southern Ohio.

For more information contact Teena Ligman at 812-277-3579
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