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FISH LAKE HISTORIC SITE

McKenzie River Ranger District,

Willamette National Forest

Fish Lake Historic Site is located in the
heart of the High Cascades. Since the mid-
1800s, thousands of travelers along with their
livestock, pack animals and freight have
passed through the site. The seasonal lake
and meadow offered them a place of rest and
bountiful provisions for the trip ahead.

Today it is a place where visitors can
explore the legacy of those who traveled to
Fish Lake and enjoy the surrounding area. As
you walk through the site, visualize a bustling
rest area and workplace for early foresters.
Enjoy your visit!

Historic buildings

Forest Service workers admire the
day’s catch on the porch of Hall
House.

S

Approaching Fish Lake Remount
Depot from the Santiam Wagon
Road, 1926.

Dispatcher’s Cabin for the Santiam
National Forest.

Dispatcher’s Cabin, 1921- built by the first
fire crew stationed at the site. The switchboard
was connected to lookouts, guard stations and
District offices across the Forest.

Hall House, 1924 - summer residence for
Forest Supervisor C.C. Hall. The nearby
garage was constructed from boards cut
on-site at a sawmill.

Springhouse, 1924 - a cold spring flowed
under this building allowing it to provide
refrigeration for perishable foods.

Commissary, 1924 - originally built to store
tools, it was later converted to a residence.

Barn, 1934 - had enough stalls to hold 10
horses or mules.

Closed Storage, 1934 - served as the tack
room and blacksmith shop.

Bunkhouse, 1960 - replaced earlier sleeping

The numbered locations on the map correspond to buildings quarters used by the CCC in the 1930s.

that are no longer present.




Fish Lake Historic Site

Pack string leaving Fish Lake, 1926.

Vehicle climbing the dreaded Seven Mile
Hill during a trip to Fish Lake, 1930s.

The packers of Fish Lake

Fish Lake packer Bud
Joy, 1947.

Service personnel including
firefighters and wilderness guards volunteers.
could rest with their pack animals
and stock-up on valuable supplies.
Pack animals typically carried food, o Leaving historic relics where you find them
tents, and field gear. As many as 20
horses or mules were hitched
together in a single packstring.

A packer stationed at Fish Lake from 1971
to 1984 named Lloyd Van Sickle, helped protect a

History of Fish Lake

Fish Lake has enjoyed a colorful history depicting various eras of
travel through the Cascades. Indian tribes visited the area during
the spring and summer months to hunt, fish and collect
huckleberries as they travelled across the slopes to trade with
neighboring tribes.

The first structure at Fish Lake was a roadhouse built in 1867
by the Willamette Valley and Cascade Mountain Wagon Road
Company to accommodate travelers along the Santiam Wagon
Road. Fish Lake was also a popular camping area. It was common
to see 100 wagons or more camped near the lakeshore between the
months of July and September. A pioneer gravesite and sections of
the original stone corral remain at the site. Additional buildings
that can be seen at Fish Lake today include the barn and
blacksmith shop, which were built by the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) in the 1930s.

Fish Lake was first used by the US Forest Service as a Ranger
outpost in 190S. For a period of time during the 1920s, it served as
the field and dispatch headquarters for the Santiam National
Forest. It was officially used as a remount depot until 2005. The
buildings continue to provide lodging and workspace for Forest
Service personnel. Activities at the site now focus on
interpretation, historic preservation and landscape restoration.

Help protect this historic treasure

The Remount Depot originally The preservation and restoration of this historic site is
served as a field office where Forest ~ an ongoing effort by the McKenzie River Ranger District

in partnership with the Friends of Fish Lake and dedicated

You can help protect this site by:

o Using care to prevent damage
to historic structures and
facilities

¢ Reporting theft or vandalism

number of the historic buildings from being burned due

to a lack of maintenance funds. He also worked on
projects to restore the site. The last Fish Lake packer and
pack string passed through the site in 2005, 100 years

after the depot was established.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
r6-will-009-10
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