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United States Department of Agriculture

Forest Service

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST REGION

Restoring, Enhancing and Sustaining Forests in California, Hawaii and the Pacific Islands

Sierra National Forest

Goat Meadow Snow Play, Dispersed Camp
Bass Lake Ranger District

WELCOME

Goat Meadow Snow Play Area at 5,200 foot ele-
vation is an undeveloped, un-serviced area. Dis-
persed camping practices need to minimize hu-
man impact on the land. As a temporary visitor
to the forest, leave few imprints on the land as
nature needs to be allowed to dominate the land-
scape. Please minimize your impact by practicing
good backcountry conduct. No Permit is required.

WHAT IS DISPERSED CAMPING?

Most National Forest land is open to camping,
free of charge, unless otherwise prohibited. You
may camp in a dispersed site for no more than 21
days. Keep in mind a few things: you will need a
campfire permit and there is no water or toilet
facilities are provided, please come prepared.

CAMPFIRE SAFETY
A Campfire Permit is required and can be issued
out at the Forest District Office or by any other
Forest Officer. You are also required to have a
shovel and water available at all times. Use of gas
stoves is encouraged. If you build a fire, please:
1.) Clear 10 foot circle down to bare dirt

around your fire pit
2.) Hollow out fire pit down to bare dirt and

pile dirt and rocks around pit. Use

existing fire rings where available.
3.) Keep your fire small.
4.) Never leave your campfire unattended.

You can get a citation for leaving your

fire unattended.
5.) Put out your campfire using the drown,

stir, and feel method...
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Drown your fire with plenty of water 4

hour prior to breaking down camp.

-Stir and mix the water with the ashes
until the fire is out. Don’t try to bury the
fire under dirt, it can smolder for hours
and escape.

-Feel for heat from the ashes with the back

of your hand to make sure the fire is out.

SANITATION

No restrooms are provided in the Goat Meadow
area so you will need to make your own toilet area.
Pick a place well away fro camp, meadows, and at
least 100 feet from any stream or pond. Dig a hole at
least 8 inches deep for human waste and cover it well
when you are through. You can also use the
"cathole" method of sanitation, by digging a small
hole 6 to 8 inches deep, retaining the duff and miner-
al soil nearby. Place all matter and toilet paper in the
hole. Before leaving the campsite, fill the hole with
mineral soil and spread the duff on top.

CAMP CLEANLINESS

Keeping a clean, litter-free camp reduced the chances
of being visited by forest visitors, including bears.
Keep food, garbage, or fragrant items tightly sealed
in plastic bags.

WATER

As mentioned before there is no water service. You
will need to bring your own drinking water or use a
purification technique before drinking any water
from any streams to avoid being infected with
giardhea.
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Giardhea is a common contamination that has
been spread to many water sources through im-
proper toileting and wild animals. It will cause
diarrhea, cramping, and other physical problems.

PACK IT IN—PACKIT OUT

No garbage service - Pack out all of your trash.
Look around your camping area and pick up all
the trash even if it was left behind by someone
else. Leave the area looking better than when you
arrived.

CAMPING WITH PETS

Y our canine companions are welcome in National

Forests. The few rules that apply to dogs are

meant to assure that you and other National For-

est visitors have an enjoyable outdoor recreation
experience. -Please practice the following:

Please keep your dog on a leash no more than 6
feet long or otherwise restrict its freedom to
roam at will.

At night keep your dogs and other pets inside an
enclosed vehicle or in a tent.

Please do not bring more than two dogs or other

pet to any one campsite.

FIREARMS

Certain regulations have been established to en-
courage visitors to have a safe visit to the forest.
Regulations for safe shooting are to provide for
safety, protection, and enjoyment of all forest
visitors and for the natural surroundings. As a
recreation shooter using the Federal lands, it is
your responsibility to conduct your sport safely as
well as comply with all state, county, and federal
laws pertaining to the possession and transporta-
tion of firearms.

-Do not fire any tracer bullets or incendiary
ammunition.

-Do not hoot at, injure, remove or destroy any
natural any natural feature or any federal proper-
ty.

-Do not use a firearm in or within 150 yards of a
residence, building, campsite, developed recrea-
tion

site or other occupied area.

-Across or on a Forest Development road, or a
body

of water adjacent.

-Into or within any cave.

EMERGENCY

No Cell Phone Service — Due to the remote area of
the Goat Meadow/Fish Camp area cell phone service
is not available. The nearest phone in the area is at
the Fish Camp General Store a }2 mile south on
HWY 41. In case of emergency call 911.

For further information please contact:

Sierra National Forest
Bass Lake Ranger District
57003 Road 225
North Fork, CA 93643
559-877-2218 ext. 0
www.fs.usda.gov/sierra

All Are Welcome

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable,
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual’'s income is derived from any
public assistance program. (not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs). Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
for communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.), should contact USDA’s TARGET center at 202-
720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination,
write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Ave, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
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