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Carmen Creek Cattle & Horse Allotment’s 

Annual Monitoring Report  

for the 

US Fish and Wildlife Service’s 6/28/2010 Biological Opinion  
(File # 114.0500, 14420-2010-F-0352) 

  
APPENDIX C 

 
Annual Monitoring Report Form for Actions covered under the Service's Biological 
Opinion for Grazing on Allotments Managed by the Salmon Challis National Forest. 
 
Please submit annually by March 1 to the Supervisor of the Service's Eastern Idaho Field Office, 
4425 Burley Dr., Suite A, Chubbuck, Idaho 83202; telephone (208)237-6975. Please include 
name and contact information in case additional information is needed. 
 
1. What was the name of the stream in this allotment surveyed for impacted redds?  

There were no streams surveyed for bull trout redds since according to the AOI there was 
not suppose to be livestock grazing in any bull trout units past August 15th. 

 
2. What was the date of the survey, and what were the water conditions?  

There were no streams surveyed for bull trout redds since according to the AOI there was 
not suppose to be livestock grazing in any bull trout units past August 15th. 

 
3. Which stream segment was surveyed and how many redds and impacted redds were found? 
(Please give GPS start and stop points for segments)?   

There were no streams surveyed for bull trout redds since according to the AOI there was 
not suppose to be livestock grazing in any bull trout units past August 15th. 

 
4. What was the date that livestock removed from the pasture with surveyed stream segment? 

According to the 2010 AOI livestock were suppose to be out of the Carmen Creek Unit and 
off the Allotment on 8/31. According to the Actual Use On/Off dates given to the Forest by 
the Permittee livestock were in the Carmen Creek Unit between 7/18 and 9/20 and the 
Carmen Creek Face Unit between 10/15 and 10/31. Although livestock were in two bull 
trout units past August 15th it is extremely unlikely that any livestock trampled bull trout 
redds or disturbed or harassed spawning adult bull trout because of the stream channel’s 
steep terrain, dense vegetation, boulder armored streambanks and high gradient boulder 
dominated stream channel.  
 

5. Did this number exceed the scale anticipated in section VII of the Biological Opinion? NO 
 
 



Salmon-Challis National Forest Official:

6. Were there any changes to the grazing management that differed from the proposed grazing
management in the Forest's Biological Assessment? If yes, what were they?

The Allotment schedule as reported by the permittee did not coincide with the 2010 BA's
proposed move dates. The Carmen Face unit was used later in the season than planned.
Dan Garcia (North Zone District Fishery Biologist) was contacted and he felt due to the
inaccessibility of livestock to Carmen Creek within the Carmen Creek Face Unit, the ESA
effects determinations would not change with this adiustment. The USFWS was also
contacted and notified about this actual use change. A meeting with the permittee will be
conducted to address a need for changes in the scheduling or the Biological Assessment.
Please see attached end of year report.

7. Were there any unexpected circumstances or events that resulted in impacts beyond those
anticipated in the Forest's Biological Assessment or the Service's Biological Opinion?
If yes, please describe.

There were no unexpected circumstances or events that resulted in impacts beyond what
the forest anticioated in the 2010 Biologic..alAssessment.

#4911
Daniel A. Garcia
Salmon-Challis National Forest

North Zone District Fishery Biologist

Date:

Contact Information:

Salmon/Cobalt Ranger District, 311 McPherson St South, Salmon, ID 83467

(208) 756-5237 or dgarcia@fs.fed.us

The attached Carmen Creek C&H Allotment's 2010 End of the Year Report was reviewed and
completed by:

Ingrid Drieling - North Zone Rangeland Management Specialist (Leadore Ranger District)
(208) 768-2516 or idrieling@fs.fed.us

Jayde Christiansen - North Zone Range Technician (Leadore Ranger District)
(208) 768-2505 or kennethchristiansen@fs.fed.us

Concetta Brown - North Zone Rangeland Management Specialist (Leadore Ranger District)
(208) 768-2503 or concettacbrown@fs.fed.us

Results of the Range Allotment's implementation and effectiveness monitoring will be available
at the following website: http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/sc/projects/range/index.html.
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Carmen Creek C&H Allotment 

2010 END OF YEAR REPORT 

Salmon/Cobalt Ranger District 

North Zone Salmon‐Challis National Forest 

 
Authorized Use  Term Grazing Permit  

Permittee  Numbers  Head Months  Season of Use  Numbers  Head Months  Season of Use 

Bruce, Dave, 

& Tom 

McFarland  132  531  6/9‐10/15  55  195  6/16‐10/30 

Actual Use 

Unit  Numbers  Head Months  Season of Use 

Carmen Creek  33  71 
7/18‐9/20 

Carmen Creek Face1  33  18 
10/15‐10/31 

1Carmen Creek Face is grazed concurrently with BLM Badger Springs Allotment. 

For the 2010 grazing season, monitoring was completed at Designated Monitoring Areas (DMAs) using the 
Multiple Indicator Monitoring (MIM) technical reference (Burton, 2010). If the site did not meet the guidelines 
for establishment of a MIM photos were taken and are attached to this document. Upland monitoring was 
completed using the Landscape Appearance Method or Utilization Wheel.  

Utilization for the 2010 grazing season met the use standards and annual indicators in the AOI, BA, and BO. 
Utilization results were as follows; 

Unit – Stream, Key Area  Monitoring Attribute  Annual Use Indicator  Key Species  Actual Utilization 

*Carmen Creek 

MIM 

 

 

Greenline stubble 4 in. Carex spp.  *Refer to Pictures

Browse use 
50%

30% 

Willow 

Alder 
*Refer to Pictures 

Bank Alteration 20% N/A  *Refer to Pictures

Carmen Creek Uplands  Utilization by Key Species 50% Upland Species  18%

Carmen Creek Face Uplands  Utilization by Key Species 50% Upland Species  No‐Data

*The site did not meet the guidelines for establishment of a MIM. Photo plots were taken and attached to this 
document. Carmen Creek is steep and accessibility for livestock is very minimal.   
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Allotment inspections:  Allotment inspections consist of a Range Specialist and/or Range Technicians visiting 
the allotment to check on conditions or monitor for utilization. Allotment inspection was conducted on the 
following date: 9/20 

Other Information:  Precipitation for the District was above normal for 2010. The precipitation information for 
the District is included in the table below. While this information is collected at the Western Regional Climate 
Center Salmon KSRA weather station and is not specific to an allotment area, it gives an idea of the available 
moisture on the District. The precipitation for 2010 is compared the average precipitation for Salmon.  Higher 
precipitation was recorded for the 2010 grazing year. The annual precipitation was 2.43 inches higher this year 
in comparison to the average from 1967 to 2010. 

 

 

 

Compliance with Unit Schedule/ Maintenance: Allotment schedule as reported by the permittee did not 
coincide with proposed move dates. The Carmen Face unit was used later in the season than planned. Dan 
Garcia, North Zone District Fishery Biologist, was contacted and he felt due to the inaccessibility of livestock to 
Carmen Creek in the Carmen Creek Face Unit, the effects and the BA’s determinations on ESA fish and fish 
habitat would not change with this adjustment. The USFWS was also contacted about this change from the 
AOI. A meeting with the permittee will be conducted to address a need for changes in the scheduling or the 
Biological Assessment. Allotment moves were conducted by the permittee on or before scheduled move 
dates. When necessary, back riding units was completed. 

Recommendations or Reminders: 

1. Cattle movements between units need to be completed in a specific period.  This means permittees 
need to provide additional riders on move dates and assist with back riding. 

2. Back ride to ensure cattle aren’t drifting into previously used units.  When leaving the Allotment, start 
earlier than off date and stagger to ensure complete removal of livestock in a timely manner. 

3. Communication with the Range Specialist is an important part of grazing management. Be sure to 
contact the Range Specialist should there be any concerns. 

Summary: 

The grazing unit schedule was adjusted and appropriate biologists were contacted. Actual Utilization was to 
standard on each of the DMA’s measured. Five conservation measures set forth in the Biological Opinion were 
met in each unit.  

 

K. Jayde Christiansen 

Range Technician  

 

Month.(2010)  Jan.  Feb.  Mar. Apr.  May  Jun.  Jul.  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Total 

Precip. 
(inches) 

.71  .35  .30  .76  1.99  3.16  .18  .99  1.74  1.26  11.44 

Ave. Precip. 
1967‐2010 

.67  .44  .54  .78  1.37  1.44  .95  .80  .77  .61  9.10 



3 
 

 

  PHOTO RECORD  Page 1of 4 

INTERMOUNTAIN REGION  SALMON‐CHALLIS NATIONAL FOREST  Salmon‐Cobalt 
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