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  Minuteman Missile

You Have Questions – 
We Have the “Top Secret” Answers

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

National Historic Site
South Dakota

How do I get to Minuteman Missile National Historic Site?
The Minuteman Missile Visitor Center is a great starting point for tours to 
the site and where you can view the park film. It is located off Interstate 
90, exit 131, beside the Badlands Trading Post (Conoco gas station). To get 
there from the Badlands National Park Visitor Center, take South Dakota 
Highway 240 8.5 miles north towards Interstate 90. Just before reaching 
the interstate you will see the Badlands Trading Post on the left. The Visitor 
Center is adjacent to the trading post.
 

What are the hours for the Minuteman Missile Visitor 
Center? 
The visitor center is open daily from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Can we see the missile silo?
Launch Facility Delta-09 (the missile silo) is open daily from 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m.  During the summer season, a ranger may be stationed on site in 
the morning(staffing permitted) to provide informal programs and answer 
questions. When a ranger is not at the silo, a self-guided cell phone tour 
is available to guide your visit.  To access the cell phone tour simply dial-in 
the number that is listed in the brochure obtained from the rack on the 
fence, and the stops on the recording will give information about the silo 
structures and operations during the Cold War.  Delta-09 is located on the 
south side of Interstate 90, exit 116. Turn south on to the county road and 
the silo is ½ mile on the right.

What else can we see at Minuteman Missile?
Ranger-guided tours are conducted throughout the year, and daily during 
the summer season from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon and again from 1-3 p.m. 
Tickets are issued on a first come, first served basis from the visitor contact 
station. Visitors will receive a ranger-guided tour of Launch Control Facility 
Delta-01 and have the opportunity to go into the underground Launch 
Control Center to learn how Minuteman nuclear missiles could have been 
launched during the Cold War!  Tour space is limited so it is best to plan in 
advance. For more information, please call 605-433-5552, ext. 0.

Got Kids? Get A Patch!
Come to the Minuteman Missile Visitor Center to get a Junior Ranger 
Program. We have programs for kids 7-11 years of age and 12 and up! 
When they successfully complete the program, a National Park Service 
ranger will issue an official certificate and a Junior Missileer patch!
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“Ace In The Hole”
President Kennedy referring to 
Minuteman Missiles, 1962

Here you will find remnants of the Cold
War, including an underground launch
control center and a missile silo.  
Minuteman missiles held the power to 
destroy civilization as we know it.  Yet 
the same destructive force acted as a 
deterrent which kept the peace for 
three decades. Minuteman Missile 
makes it possible to revisit a time when 
the threat of nuclear war haunted the 
world.

Due to innovative solid-fuel technology, 
the Minuteman was deployed in 
remote underground silos and could be launched by crews stationed at 
launch control centers miles away.   Designed to travel over the North 
Pole and arrive at its target thirty minutes after the launch command was 
given, its 1.2 megaton warhead carried the explosive equivalent of over 
one million tons of dynamite.
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Because nuclear weapons sites were under tight security, most civilians 
developed their understanding of missiles from popular movies like “War 
Games” (1983) and “Dr. Strangelove Or: How I Learned to Stop Worry-
ing and Love the Bomb” (1964).  As is often the case, the “Hollywood 
version” of life around missiles could be misleading and inaccurate.  How 
much of the truth do you really know?

1.  Were the missiles “top secret?”
2.  Were the missiles launched by pressing a red button?
3.  If a missileer did not execute a launch command would their               
     partner shoot them?
4.  Did the missileers know where the missiles were going?
5.  How many missileers did it take to launch the missiles?
6.  Were most missiles aimed at cities?

The answers to these questions cannot be found anywhere on this page.  
The only place to find these answers is at Minuteman Missile National 
Historic Site’s visitor center.  It is now time for you to come visit 
Minuteman Missile and ask a ranger these questions and learn the real 
truth about nuclear missiles.

  Buffalo Gap National Grasslands
  National Grasslands Visitor Center

National Forest Service
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Become a National Grassland Junior Ranger! Pick up your Junior Ranger 
booklet at the front desk of the National Grassland Visitor Center and 
complete it while exploring our exhibit room full of hands on materials! 
Kids ages 5 and up are encouraged to become a Junior Ranger year 
round. When you complete your booklet, you will receive a National 
Grassland pin and a bag full of goodies to help you learn and explore 
some more! For those under 5 years, come spend time in our kids’ 
coloring corner! 

Contact Information

Mailing Address
National Grasslands Visitor Center
708 Main Street / PO Box 425
Wall, SD 57790

Website
www.fs.usda.gov/nebraska

Visitor Center Phone Number
605-279-2125

Fax Number
605-279-2725

How do I get to the National Grasslands Visitor Center and the Wall Ranger 
Station?
The National Grasslands Visitor Center and Wall Ranger Station are located in Wall, SD.  
Traveling on Interstate 90 in South Dakota, take exit 110 and followi the signs, turn left 
on South Boulevard, and right on Main Street.  We are located at 708 Main Street.  

Black-footed ferrets, one of the original animals placed on the endangered species list in 
1967, remains one of North America’s most endangered mammals.  Once thought to be 
extinct, black-footed ferret were rediscovered and have been successfully 
reintroduced across the Great Plains, including one of the most successful 
sites in the Conata Basin on the Wall Ranger District.  US Forest Service 
biologists work hand-in-hand with National Park Service biologists to 
save these animals.

Black-footed ferret reintroduction success in Conata Basin is due to the 
area’s large black-tailed prairie dog colonies, their primary food 
source.  The black-tailed prairie dog is considered a keystone 
species along with black-footed ferrets, and more than 
130 other wildlife species rely on their ecosystem.  
Their extensive networks of tunnels provide 
homes to burrowing owls, prairie rattlesnakes, 
and numerous other species.  Other predators 
that rely on prairie dogs as a critical food source 
include the ferruginous hawks, swift fox, and 
golden eagles.  

  Black-footed Ferret 

  Directions

 Things to See & Do
Popular activities at the National Grasslands Visitor Center 
• Watch “America’s National Grasslands” DVD in the theater.  
• The entire family can participate in the Jr. Ranger and Families program free of charge.  
• Several books, posters, and other items are available for visitors.  Some require payment  
   while a wide variety of instructional brochures are free to the public.
• StoryWalk is a reading adventure that travels along Badlands Wall.  Signs are posted  
   along the walk with pages from a book.  

Can we see National Grasslands?  What can we do there?
The Wall Ranger District of the Buffalo Gap National Grassland is in the Wall – Badlands area.  
This National Grassland surrounds Badlands National Park and Minuteman Missile National 
Historic Site.  There is much shared between these three areas.  

• Camping
• Hunting and fishing
• Rock hounding 
• Hiking, biking or horseback riding cross-country or on the two trails; Prairie Path and  
   Saddle Pass Horse Trail.  Prairie Path is located south of I-90 Exit 116.  Park near the  
   MIMI missile silo.  The path is marked with wooded posts.  
• Mountain bike anywhere on the two-track roads, Prairie Path.  
• Motorized travel is permitted on designated roads and trails.  Cross-country or off-road  
   motorized travel is prohibited.  Pick up a free map at the National Grasslands Visitor    
   Center.
Pick up one of several check lists to guide your visit, including:  
    • Prairie plants - there are over 250 grass species in North America.  
    • Grass and forbs check list, featuring 45 grass species commonly found on the mixed   
       grass prairie of Buffalo Gap National Grassland.  
    • Bird watching 
    • Other wildlife; wildlife of interest on the Buffalo Gap National Grasslands are   
       black-footed ferrets, black-tailed prairie dogs, burrowing owls, swift fox, and numerous  
       raptors.   

 Service First
  Become a Junior Ranger!

Different Agencies, Different Missions, Different Activities Allowed
Don’t be surprised if you see an NPS ranger at the visitor center in Wall, or a Forest Service 
ranger at the Ben Reifel Visitor Center in Badlands. This is a unique opportunity for the National 
Park Service and the US Forest Service to provide better information for our visitors.  Service 
First is an agreement between these agencies to acknowledge work already being accomplished 
together, to expand abilities to deliver a broader ‘on-the-ground’ program of work, and to staff 
the respective visitor centers with Forest Service and Park Service professionals.   

The missions of the two agencies are quite different.  The mission of the US Forest Service is to 

  Hours of Operation
Winter hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
           Monday through Friday

Summer Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
              Sunday through Saturday

sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the 
Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs 
of present and future generations.  The mission of 
the National Park Service is to preserve unimpaired 
the natural and cultural resources of the national 
park system for the enjoyment, education, and 
inspiration of this and future generations. We are 
building a better team to better serve the public.
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Wall Ranger Station & National 
Grasslands Visitor Center


