
Flora and FaunaFlora and Fauna

of the of the 
Verde ValleyVerde Valley



FloraFlora

Biotic CommunitiesBiotic Communities
–– Mixed ConiferMixed Conifer
–– Ponderosa PinePonderosa Pine
–– PinyonPinyon--juniperjuniper
–– ChaparralChaparral
–– Desert ScrubDesert Scrub
–– GrasslandGrassland
–– RiparianRiparian



Mixed ConiferMixed Conifer



Ponderosa PinePonderosa Pine



Issue: Bark Beetle InfestationIssue: Bark Beetle Infestation



Issue: Wildfire ThreatIssue: Wildfire Threat



Pinyon JuniperPinyon Juniper



Arizona CypressArizona Cypress



ChaparralChaparral



Desert ScrubDesert Scrub



GrasslandGrassland



Issue: EncroachmentIssue: Encroachment

Early 1900’s Late 1900’s



RiparianRiparian



Issue: Riparian DegradationIssue: Riparian Degradation



Invasive PlantsInvasive Plants
DefinitionDefinition-- State and federally identified State and federally identified 
species that are harmful to other plants species that are harmful to other plants 
or animals and replace native species.or animals and replace native species.
EffectsEffects--
–– Reduce ground coverReduce ground cover
–– OutOut--compete native vegetationcompete native vegetation
–– Deteriorate wildlife habitatDeteriorate wildlife habitat
–– Reduce forage for wildlifeReduce forage for wildlife
–– Increase the cost of businessIncrease the cost of business
–– Deteriorate property valuesDeteriorate property values



Invasive PlantsInvasive Plants



Other Invasive Plants…Other Invasive Plants…
Bermuda GrassBermuda Grass
Pampas GrassPampas Grass
CockleburCocklebur
TumbleweedTumbleweed
Himalayan BlackberryHimalayan Blackberry
TreeTree--ofof--Heaven Heaven 
Russian OliveRussian Olive
TamariskTamarisk



CryptobioticCryptobiotic SoilsSoils



Fauna Fauna -- Rare SpeciesRare Species

Peregrine 
Falcon

Mexican 
Spotted Owl

Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo



Rare Species, cont…Rare Species, cont…



Rare Species, cont…Rare Species, cont…

Gila Chub

Lowland Leopard Frog

Narrow-headed  
Garter Snake



Extirpated SpeciesExtirpated Species

JaguarGrizzly Bear

Southwestern  
River Otter

Thick-billed Parrot

Gila Trout

Gray Wolf



Game SpeciesGame Species

Pronghorn

Elk

Javelina



Game Species cont…Game Species cont…

Mule Deer Whitetail deer



Other SpeciesOther Species

Ring-tailed cat

Big brown bat

Coatimundi



Other Species cont…Other Species cont…

Yellow Warbler

Brown-headed Cowbird



Poisonous ReptilesPoisonous Reptiles

Western Diamondback Rattlesnake

Arizona Black Rattlesnake Black-tailed Rattlesnake

Mohave Rattlesnake



Poisonous ReptilesPoisonous Reptiles

Gila Monster

Coral snake



Confusing LookConfusing Look--AlikesAlikes

Coral snake Long-nosed

Sonoran King Ground – banded form



Poisonous InvertebratesPoisonous Invertebrates

Conenose Kissing Bug

Velvet Ant

Tarantula Hawk

Giant Desert 
Hairy 
Scorpion

Brown Spider

Black Widow

Bark Scorpion

Tarantula

http://home.sandiego.edu/~mzwolinski/Arizona Creatures/Bark Scorpion.JPG
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=www.eastbayvivarium.com/gallery/invertebratesgallery/giantdeserthairy1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.eastbayvivarium.com/gallery/invertebratesgallery/giantdeserthairy.html&h=375&w=500&sz=50&tbnid=6z5Eg0Ni1V0J:&tbnh=95&tbnw=126&start=6&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dgiant%2Bdesert%2Bhairy%2Bscorpion%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=insects.tamu.edu/images/insects/common/images/cd-45-a/Img0053.jpg&imgrefurl=http://insects.tamu.edu/images/insects/common/images/a-txt/aimg53.html&h=512&w=768&sz=33&tbnid=zz_M5q9yDbEJ:&tbnh=94&tbnw=141&start=1&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dconenose%2Bkissing%2Bbug%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=urbanentomology.tamu.edu/arthropods/img368.jpg&imgrefurl=http://urbanentomology.tamu.edu/spiders_scorpions.html&h=225&w=277&sz=37&tbnid=Cl8-z6rhD7YJ:&tbnh=88&tbnw=108&start=1&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dblack%2Bwidow%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=dermatology.cdlib.org/DOJvol5num2/special/vetter-2.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://dermatology.cdlib.org/DOJvol5num2/special/recluse.html&h=512&w=768&sz=74&tbnid=lF8E0vXN2k0J:&tbnh=94&tbnw=141&start=13&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dbrown%2Bspider%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=www.chaparraltree.com/photos/tarantula-hawk1-lg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.chaparraltree.com/photos/tarantula-hawk1-lg.shtml&h=600&w=795&sz=232&tbnid=s04WI0AyxiQJ:&tbnh=107&tbnw=141&start=11&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dtarantula%2Bhawk%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=www.sasionline.org/arthzoo/hymenopt/velvant.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sasionline.org/arthzoo/hymenopt/velvant.htm&h=315&w=472&sz=37&tbnid=C-lKMdDOWNwJ:&tbnh=82&tbnw=124&start=20&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dvelvet%2Bant%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=morninglightphoto.tripod.com/california_desert/images/tarantula1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://morninglightphoto.tripod.com/california_desert/pages/California_fm_23.htm&h=433&w=653&sz=67&tbnid=dMjkjukfzfwJ:&tbnh=90&tbnw=135&start=8&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddesert%2Btarantula%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8


Contact InformationContact Information

Janie Agyagos Janie Agyagos 
–– (928) 203(928) 203--75077507
–– jagyagos@fs.fed.usjagyagos@fs.fed.us
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