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Butterflies in the Verde Valley

1.   Mormon Fritillary, Speyeria mormonia
2.   Empress Leilia, Asterocampa leilia
3.   Fiery Skipper, Hylephila phyleus
4.   Greenish-Blue Lycaenid, Plebejus saepiolus 

Female on top, male below
5.   Pipevine Swallowtail,  Battus philenor 

6.   American Snout Butterfly, Libytheana carinenta
7.   Cloudless Sulpher, Phoebis sennae 

Female with patterned wing, male solid
8.   Two-tailed Swallowtail, Papilio multicaudata
9.   Variegated Fritillary, Euptoieta claudia
10.  Hoary Comma, Polygonia gracilis
11. California Sister, Adelpha bredowii
12. Sleepy Orange Sulphur, Eurema nicippe

Two males
13. Alfalfa Sulfpur, Colias euretheme

Two males, one female (pale)
14.  Painted Lady, Vanessa cardui 
15.  Pine White, Neophasia menapia 
16.  Viceroy, Limenitus archippus
17.  Queen, Danaus gilippus
18.  Black Swallowtail, Papilio polyxenes
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Butterflies 
 
Butterflies are an amazing group of insects, and their delicate structure, flight, 
and colors, brighten our day. 
 
The butterflies in this display represent 6 related families of Lepidoptera 
(scaled wings) which we know as butterflies.  All of these occur in northern 
Arizona.  The best place to look for butterflies is often in moist creek beds 
and in areas where flowers are blooming.  The mouth is composed of two 
long flexible straws that are connected.  When they feed/drink they unroll the 
mouth parts (called a proboscis) and 
suck in nectar or other liquids.  
 
Although the shapes and colors 
differs, their basic structure is similar.  
All have four wings, six legs, an 
abdomen, thorax, head, and antenna.   
 
Butterflies have complete 
metamorphosis, with four separate 
stages: (1)egg, (2)larva, (3)chrysalis, 
and (4)adult.  Below are photos of the Arizona Black swallowtail that show 
all four stages. 
 

Unlike moths, few butterfly larvae are 
pests.  The two most notable 
exceptions in Arizona are the yellow 
alfalfa butterfly, and the cabbage white 
both of which are shown in the display.  
 
Visit the library or bookstore for more 
information regarding Arizona 
butterflies. 
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