Finger Lakes National Forest,
' Hector, New York

Forest Happeningsl!

Caring for the Land and Serving People

Winter Forest Happenings

What is the point of four seasons? we could all
do better without freezing winter” “Ah yes but
spring is for our health to clear our senses, and
get us ready for heat, summer is to blast the
earth with life, fall is to bring bright colors into
average life and yet winter heals the planet so it
can all happen again” - Author Unknown

Early December marked the last day that
our seasonal employee, Sarah would be
working on the Forest. She did so many
great things this past summer, that I asked
her to share some of what she did for this
newsletter. Enjoy —Jodie

A Seasonals Summer...

This past season, I worked predominantly
on forest health issues on the Finger Lakes
National Forest. Currently, the Forest is
threatened by Emerald Ash Borer, Hemlock
Wooley Adelgid, Thousand Cankers
Disease, Syrex Wood Wasp, and Butternut
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Canker, and already suffers from diseases
like Chestnut Blight, Beech Bark Disease,
and Dutch Elm Disease. To help mitigate
the impact of invasive forest pests, I
worked on the Finger Lakes Invasive Pest
Strategy (FLIPS), which is a comprehensive
strategy that targets high risk and valuable
forest areas for management activities. As
part of FLIPS, I surveyed tree species
compositions around campgrounds to help
researchers help determine likelihood of
infestation. I also helped establish,
monitor, and remove trap trees to monitor
for Emerald Ash Borer and I collected Ash
seed as part of an effort to create a
repository for the genetic diversity of Ash.

The most promising development to come
from FLIPS is the desire to create a
Butternut Seed Orchard; creation of the
Butternut Seed Orchard will help us to
reestablish canker resistant Butternuts on
the Finger Lakes.

As part of my work with State and Private
Forestry, I had the opportunity to
collaborate with land owners throughout
New York State to help them quantify the
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effect of specific forest threats on their land
and to study the efficacy of different insect
trap methods.

My projects included working with
Motezuma National Wildlife Refuge,
Northern Montezuma Wildlife
Management Area (DEC), and Beaver
Meadow State Forest (DEC) under the
guidance of Tom Rawinsky to monitor the
effect of deer browse on vegetation and
forest regeneration. I also spent four weeks
in Kingston helping Nate Siegert and NYS
DEC with their effort to indentify the extent
of their Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)
infestation. I also had the opportunity to
collect specimens from a variety of trap
designs in the Arnot Forest for a study by
Kevin Dodds to assess the efficacy of
different trap designs.

Over the course of the past months, I have
participated in the whole spectrum of
activities that occur on the forest. From
stocking fish for the Youth Fishing Derby to
monitoring bat activity, creating
informational displays and brochures,
doing timber stand improvement, and
creating maps.

I really got a feel for the multitude of
responsibilities the permanent staff is
tasked with accomplishing and the hard
work that they put in everyday. I am very
grateful to have had the opportunity to
work with so many dedicated, talented, and
inspiring people and to have been able to
experience the many moods and seasons of
the forest. — Sarah

Wildlife
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With the change of season comes shorter,
colder, often snowy days, which tends to
bring our field season to a slower pace.

This winter we are planning on going in to
our Early Successional Aspen Stand
Enhancement Project site and doing some
additional cutting. Once this work is
completed it should reveal a young aspen
stand (0-9 years old) that is somewhat
uncommon here on the FLNF. Additional
projects of similar nature are currently in
the planning stages. These young forest
types, especially aspen, provide high
quality nesting, feeding, and escape/hiding
habitat for a wide variety of early
successional wildlife, including American
woodcock, ruffed grouse, wild turkey, and
forest passerines, just to name a few.

We will also be checking our wildlife
nesting boxes this winter. These boxes are
scattered throughout the forest. Our goal is
to have all nesting boxes inventoried and
mapped this winter. This will allow us to
better monitor and provide the proper
maintenance.

We are always looking for volunteers, so if
you have any interest in the local wildlife,
please feel free to contact our wildlife
biologist, Paul Widowski, at 607-546-4470
x312.




Timber

There are no active Timber Sales on the
Forest at this time; however we do sell
Firewood Permits.

Permits are available for purchase at our
office; the 2 cord minimum still applies at a
cost of $20.00. You may purchase up to 10
cords per year, with permits expiring
December 31 of each year.

Remember: Only dead and down timber
may be removed and that you have a
permit in possession and are properly
recording each load of firewood.

To avoid the spread of non-native and
invasive insects that might be living in your
tirewood, do not transport your firewood
outside the local area. Schuyler County has
been quarantined by the State of NY. Wood
cut within Schuyler County cannot be
transported out of the county.

Please avoid the seasonal roads during the
winter/snow season, as they are part of the
snowmobile trail system.

Trails

December 15 marked the opening of the
snowmobile trails on the Forest - - once the
snow arrives!

The Twin Lakes Snowmobile Club has been
working on getting the trails signed and
everything ready to go. Please use caution
when out riding — and remember that many
of the trails cross private land, so please be
courteous — applies to National Forest land
as well.
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Camping

Blueberry Patch Campground has been
closed for the season. Camping is available
at the Backbone Horse Camp and Potomac
Group Campground which is available by
reservation and pre-paying through
www.recreation.gov or calling 1-877-444-
6777.

From the Ranger...

As 2011 winds down I find myself looking
back at all of the great things that have been
accomplished on the Forest, not only by the
permanent staff but volunteers as well, to
say that I am proud of everyone and their
commitment to the Forest is an
understatement!

Hopefully you'll be able to take a bit of time
this winter and get out and enjoy your
National Forest, it’s a great place to sit back
and enjoy! Happy Holiday - - Jodie

Upcoming 2012 Events...

May 12 —Annual Fishing Derby

June 16 — Strawberry Festival

July 25% — 28t — Hector Fair

August 25" — Trumansburg Parade
September 15% — Interlaken Old Home Days
October 6" — Annual Forest Field Days



http://www.recreation.gov/

Just for Fun... Just for Kids...

Unscramble these Winter related words...
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Finger Lakes National Forest

Schedule of Proposed Actions

January 1 to March 31, 2012

ABOUT THIS SCHEDULE

The purpose of the Schedule of Proposed
Actions (Schedule) is to provide a status report
and short summary of project proposals that are
undergoing, or will undergo, environmental
analysis on the Finger Lakes National Forest.
Issued quarterly, this Schedule is intended to
provide the public with informal notice of
proposed activities. The publishing of this
Schedule is required by Forest Service
regulations for implementing the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

An effort will be made to seek public input
(called “scoping”) on proposed projects based
on specific response to this Schedule. Scoping
may be in the form of letters, email requests or
phone calls that will include more specific
information in order for the public to provide
meaningful feedback that may be incorporated
into the environmental analysis process. When
required, legal notices announcing project
decisions will be published in the Ithaca Journal,
our newspaper of record.

The Schedule lists projects by name, location,
and a brief description of the proposal. Also
included is the scoping date (which indicates
when public participation began or will begin),
decision date, and the expected implementation
date.

Analysis which supports any decision is
documented in either an Environmental
Assessment (EA), or an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS). Proposals which have been
"categorically excluded" from documentation in
an EA or EIS are supported by project files,
which may or may not include a Decision
Memo. The analysis and decision documents
are kept on file at the Hector Ranger District
office and is available for your review.

HOW YOU CAN BECOME INVOLVED

Your participation is important. Read through
the list of proposed projects. If you want to
provide site-specific comments on a project, get
more information, or be placed on a project
mailing list, either write or call using 1) the
contacts listed at the end of the Schedule or;
2) the project contact included for the specific
project of your interest. A generic statement of
interest in all projects based on your review of
this Schedule is not specific enough. It is only
through site-specific input that we can be
responsive to and incorporate your concerns
into project development.

Walk in Requests: Requests from the public
occasionally require that the environomental
analysis be completed with a short turnaround
time. This means that the analyses may be
conducted and decisions made without prior
listing in this Schedule. Efforts for public input
for such requests will be conducted as
applicable in accordance to regulations. An
example of a walk-in request would be a short-
term special use permit for a recreation event
on the forest.

VISIT US ON OUR WEBSITE

For more information about planning or projects
on the Finger Lakes National Forest you may
visit our website at:

http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/project list.php?forest
=110920



http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/project_list.php?forest=110920
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

If you would like more information on the projects described in
this Schedule of Proposed Actions, contact:

Colleen Pelles Madrid Jodie Vanselow, District Ranger
Forest Supervisor Hector Ranger District

Green Mountain & Finger Lakes Finger Lakes National Forest
National Forests 5218 State Route 414

231 North Main Street Hector, NY 14841

Rutland, VT 05701 607-546-4470

802-747-6700

Dial 711 for Telecommunications Relay Service

This document available in large print upon request.

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Forest Service

Green Mountain and Finger Lakes
Natiunal Forests

Rutland, VT 05701

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental
status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD/TTY).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Bldg., 1400

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call 202-270-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and emplover.




Schedule of Proposed Action (SOPA)
01/01/2012 to 03/31/2012

Hector Ranger District

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

Expected
Project Name Project Purpose Planning Status Decision Implementation Project Contact
Projects Occurring Nationwide
Gypsy Moth Management in the | - Vegetation management In Progress: Expected:03/2012 01/2013 Noel Schneeberger
United States: A Cooperative (other than forest products) DEIS NOA in Federal Register 610-557-4121
Approach 09/19/2008 nschneeberger@fs.fed.
EIS Est. FEIS NOA in Federal us
Register 12/2011

Description: The USDA Forest Service and Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service are analyzing a range of strategies for
controlling gypsy moth damage to forests and trees in the United States.

Web Link: http://www.na.fs.fed.us/wv/eis/

Location: UNIT - All Districts-level Units. STATE - All States. COUNTY - All Counties. Nationwide.

Land Management Planning
Rule

EIS

- Regulations, Directives, In Progress: Expected:12/2011 12/2011 Larry Hayden
Orders DEIS NOA in Federal Register 202-205-1559
02/25/2011 Ihayden@fs.fed.us

Est. FEIS NOA in Federal
Register 11/2011

Description: The Department of Agriculture proposes to promulgate a new planning rule, which will set out the process for
development, revision, and amendment of National Forest System land management plans.

Web Link:  http://www.fs.usda.gov/planningrule

Location:  UNIT - All Districts-level Units. STATE - All States. COUNTY - All Counties. Agency-wide Rule.

Nationwide Aerial Application
of Fire Retardant on National
Forest System Lands.

EIS

- Regulations, Directives, In Progress: Expected:12/2011 01/2012 Glen Stein
Orders DEIS NOA in Federal Register 208-869-5405
05/13/2011 gstein@fs.fed.us

Est. FEIS NOA in Federal
Register 11/2011

Description: The Forest Service will prepare a programmatic environmental impact statement for the continued nationwide
aerial application of fire retardant on National Forest System lands.

Web Link:  http://www.fs.fed.us/fire/retardant/index.html

Location: UNIT - All Districts-level Units. STATE - All States. COUNTY - All Counties. Nationwide.

01/03/2012 12:16 pm MT

Page 1 of 2 Hector Ranger District
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Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

Green Mountain And Finger Lakes National Forests

one District)

Hector Ranger District (excluding Projects

occurring in more t

han

R9 - Eastern Region

Butternut Seed Orchard

CE
*NEW LISTING*

- Research and Development

In Progress:
Scoping Start 11/08/2011

Expected:06/2012

07/2012

Sarah Schoenberg
607-546-4470 ex. 321
sschoenberg@fs.fed.us

Description: Establish a butternut seed orchard within Grassland for Grazing Management Area to develop disease resistant
trees. Area occupied by the orchard is estimated to be 250 feet x 250 feet.

Location:  UNIT - Hector Ranger District. STATE - New York. COUNTY - Schuyler. Finger Lakes NF, Town of Hector.

Engel Hay Harvesting Special
Use

CE

- Special area management
- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 03/2012

Expected:05/2012

06/2012

David Bosch
802-747-6746
dbosch@fs.fed.us

Description: Hay harvesting in existing fields on two tracts of NFS land in Grassland for Wildlife MA. One field is in Military Lot
(ML) 8 on the north side of Searsburg Rd. opposite the end of Grove Rd; the second is in ML 13 on the west side

of Wardner Corner.
Web Link: http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=33891

Location:  UNIT - Hector Ranger District. STATE - New York. COUNTY - Schuyler. Military Lot 8 on the north side of
Searsburg Road opposite the end of Grove Road, and in ML 13 on the west side of Wardner Corners Road.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at

(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

01/03/2012 12:16 pm MT
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